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PREFACE. 



At no period since the reformation, have chridtians ap- 
peared so fully to understand the obligation that rests upon 
them — resulting from that command of the Saviour, ^^Preach 
the Gospel to every creature,^^ as within the last twenty 
years. During this period great eflbrts have been made to 
establish the gospel at home and abroad. The Missionary 
has been sent forth, not only to Heathen lands, but to the 
destitute regions of our own country. 

The Christian world were not aware of the alarming des- 
titution of the means of grace that prevailed even in many 
of our older settiements, and in not a few of the country 
towns along the Atiantic border, until they began to ad- 
dress themselves to the business of exploring the land. 

As these facts became more obvious, christians of every 
denomination felt that they had a duty to perform in rela- 
tion to this matter. 

It would have been wonderful if the ministers and mem- 
bers of the Episcopal Church had not sympathised in these 
efforts to evangelize the world — ^and supply the destitute 
regions of our own country with the means of grace, and 
the institutions of the gospel! They have not been alto- 
gether insensible to their duty in this matter. They have 
felt their hearts drawn in yearning tenderness not only to- 
wards the dying Pagan,but also towards the christiess sin- 
ner in our own land. They have accordingly attempted to 
pitch the Tabernacle of the Lord in many destitute towns 
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4 PREFACE. 

and Sabbathless villages. But in many instances they found 
their efforts retarded and their operations embarrassed, bj 
the towering pr^udices that exbted against the Episcopal 
Church. 

The author at the time this -volume was written, was con- 
nected with a missionary association, which was sustaining 
a number of heralds of the cross who were endeavoring to 
diffuse the blessings of the gospel through a very destitute 
re^on of country. The labors of our missionaries were 
signally owned and blessed of God. This awakened a de- 
sire in those communities Vhere they labored for farther in- 
formation in relation to the Episcopal Church. 

Many who were prepossessed in favor of the church were 
nevertheless led to hesitate in reference to actually con- 
necting themselves with it from the fact that they heard so 
many floating rumors derogatory to its character. The en- 
quiry was therefore frequentiy made for a small work which 
would present a correct view of the leading doctrines of the 
church, and meet the popular objections urged against it 
Both the author and his brethren looked around in vain for 
a work of this description, in which they had entire confi- 
dence — a work -which should exhibit the peculiarities of the 
Episcopal Church, in connection with its evangelical and 
spiritual character^ and at the same time, meet the objec- 
tions raised aginst it, in a spirit of christian kindness and 
love. 

The author was solicited to undertake to produce a work 
of this sort After having consented to make tiie effort, 
and written to his Diocesan for counsel and assistance, he 
received the following respoilse: 

*^ Rev. and Dear Sir: 

Yours of the 14th is just received, and it gives mepleai^ 
are to learn that you have consented to prepare, what c«r- 
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:unl J we very much need, such a work for &e pres8» ti 
that which you mention. I should long since have attempt- 
ed it myself, but for my being so much occupied with other 
duties. I shall gladly ^d you in the work, should it be ex- 
pedient. At the present time I am too much engaged, to 
prepare the essays you mention, but am willing that you 
should use any of my sermons for the purpose The one 
on John, iii. 5, is at your disposal &c. 

With affection and esteem, 
Your Friend and Brother, 

ALEX. V- GRISWOLD. 

The plan contemplated by the author, was to prepare the 
materials for this volume as opportunity presented, and 
then to mould them at leisure. But, very few of the ma- 
terials were as yet collected for this projected work, when 
the author was unexpectedly made to see that it was his 
imperious duty to enter a new field of labour where it was 
certain he would find himself overwhelmed with increased 
and multiplied engagements. The plan of writing this vol- 
ume therefore was at once abandoned. But as his transfer 
to that new field of labor was not as early by a few weeks 
as was at first anticipated, his friends again urged him to 
consecrate those few weeks to this work. He yielded to 
their importunity, and the following pages were the result 
of the undertaking. A large edition having rapidly parsed 
from the publisher's hands, the author has been more con- 
firmed in the opinion that a work of this sort was greatiy 
needed. He has endeavored carefully to revise the present 
edition, although he is sensible that this volume will still be 
found in many respects far below the measure of excel - 
^ence which it is desirable such a work should possess. The 
author's reliance for its success in doing good is entirely 
upon the blessing of God. To His grace the work it €om« 
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mended. If it be calculated to promote Hb glorj, ma^ 
His eye follow it for good, and cause it to hang as a lamp 
on the walls of Zion, lighting the path of the heaven-bound 
pilgrim on his way to the celestial city. 

It may not be improper here to remark, that an entire 
new chapter, on the subject of Christian Union, has been 
added to this work in the present edition. It is hoped 
that what has been offered on that subject, will be found 
to be in keeping with the other parts of this volume, and 
will tend to strengthen the bonds of affection between 
christians (^different denominations, and draw more close* 
Ij the ties of brotherly love. 
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A WALK ABOUT ZION. 



CHAPTER I. 

THB CHITBOH* 



•• I loTc his Chorch, 

I loTe the Altar of mj lires, 

Old as my eoontry's roeks of steely 

And as 1 feed its saored fires, 

The present Deity I feel." — CinnnireHiif. 

The design of the present volume b not to furnish amuse* 
ment to the gay, and the ^ddy. A walk is proposed. But 
it forms no part of our plan to lead the reader throu^ the 
splendid fields of imagination and taste, or over verdant 
lawns and along the ambrosial walks of earthly pleasure. 
We hope we have some relish for the beauties of nature. 
We trust we are not altogether insensible to the charm ot 
magnificent scenery. We love to stand upon the mountain 
peak, and behold the awful sublimities of creation that cluster 
around us in forms of Alpine grandeur. We love to descend 
the mountain side that overlooks some &r spreading vale, 
which stretches with unwonted loveliness before the eye- 
traversed, through its whole extent, by a gently flowing, 
silvery stream, where in the distance, we can see bold up- 
lands, covered with forests which wave their tops in the light 
breeze. We love to take some such commanding spot, from 
which we can gaze upon the surrounding landscape — ^watch 
the limpid waters that sparkle from the rock— hear the murmur 
of the bees in the still noon— observe the slow flight of the 
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12 A WALK ABOirr ZION. [CB* I* 

Clly of the great King. 

crane, or the upward movements and sublime steerage of the 
eagle, as he rises from the summit of the rocks and wings his 
way upward, till he appears like a dark speck in the sunlight. 
We love to be placed amid such a scene of enchantment, 
to inhale the aromatic scent that comes from the neighboring 
field, and quaff the fragrance of the balmy air — while the 
sound of distant voices, or notes of music, are borne floating 
on the breeze to our ear! 

But it forms no part of our plan in this proposed walk, to 
conduct the reader forth to a survey of the scenes and beau- 
ties of nature. Still it is hoped that the walk, which we in- 
vite him to take along with us, will not be without interest* ' 

The scenes through which we would conduct him are seri- 
ous and grave. We desire him to contemplate along with us, 
objects and institutions that possess moral beauty. In this 
walk, we would have him fix his eye upon the foundation, and 
appendages, and beauty, and strength — ^upon the towers, and 
palaces, and bulwarks of a city which God himself has reared. 

We would also have him observe its walls, upon which is 
written SalvaUm^ and its gates, upon which is inscribeo 
Praiae.* 

We ask him to stand with us beside. 



-Siloa's brook that fiowt 



Fast bjr the oracles of God:" 

and after having gazed there awhile, to walk thence to the 
• holy mount, to survey the city of the Great Ki^g — the city 
of our God in the mountain of his holiness. Beautiful for 
situation^ and the joy of the whole earth is Mount Zton* 
God is known in her palaces for a refugcf 

Come, then, along with us — walk about Zion, and go round 
about her : tell the towers thereof Mark ye well her btd" 
warksj consider her pahicesy that ye may tell it to the genera^ 
tion following. 

Or to drop this metaphoric language, we propose m this 
volume to direct the attention of the reader to certain fiicts, 
connected with the existence and constitution of the christian 
church, and especially that branch of it, in whose communion 
we have the happiness of being placed. This we purpose to 

*fa.Oail tPi.48.9 
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Sketches: I'he Christiaa's Soog. 

do by means of a series of sketches, which we hope will be 
found to furnish faithful drawings and distinct views of the 
towers, and palaces, and bulwarks of the christian church. 

Or, if the reader will allow us to return to our former me- 
taphor, we propose to conduct him in our intended walk, gently 
and leisurely along from 'point to point, that he may catch 
here and there a view of the beauty, and strength, and safety 
of Zion, which is the church of the living Grod. 

And as we walk on, I am sure we shall be able to begin 
that song of which the prophet speaks : — ^^ In that day shall 
this song be sung in the land of Judah: We have a strong 
city: Salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. 
Open ye the gates that the righteous nation which keepeth the 
truth may enter in." 

The melody and richness of this song, need not be impair- 
ed, nor its prolongued strains interrupted, by the noise and 
clangor of the arms of any of the mihtant forces, marshalled 
by the great " Captain of our salvation." Among the several 
religious denominations, which in our day compose "the 
mystical body of Christ" — ^Hhe sacramental host of God's 
elect," there need be no bitterness nor angry contention, 
whether Jerusalem or Mount Grerizim is the proper place of 
worship, as there was between the Samaritan and the Jew. 
The Saviour himself has settled that question. The true 
worshippers " worship the Father in spirit and in truth." 

This is what all they who profess Christianity are to look 
to— to see that they " worship the Father in spirit and in 
truth" — ^to see that they connect themselves with a branch of 
the church of the living God — ^that they pitch their tent with- 
in the walls of the "city of the Great King." This is the 
special duty and business of all christians, to see, not that 
their neighbours*, but that their own location is on Mount 
Z:on — ^that themselves form a part of the inhabitants of that 
glorious city, of which it is said, *' God is in the midst of 
her." 

If all christians acted upon this principle, the apostolic pre. 
cept would speedily be complied with, " Let all bitterness, and 
frrath, ani clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from you, 
urith all malice: and be ye kind one to another." 

It doe3 not form any part of th^ design of this volume to 
B 
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IMvertt^ of opinion about die Church. 

discuss the abstract question, < What constitutes the ChurchV 
although the subject may be incidentally adverted to. 

The very best answer that we have ever seen to that question, 
is contained in the nineteenth of the thirty-nine articles of the 
Anglican Church: — "The visible church of Christ is a con- 
gregation of faithful men, in which the pure word of God is 
preached, and the sacraments be duly ministered according to 
Christ's ordinance, in all those things that of necessity are 
requisite to the same." \ 

I am aware that a diversity of opinion prevails eveil among 
men of profound learning and devoted piety, in relation to 
what may with truth be denominated the Church. 

It is the opinion of a portion of the christian world, that 
all the various religious sects, who hold the great essentials 
of christieuiity, though as associated bodies, they exist, under 
different and distinct organizations — and though they have 
connected with them more or less of error, and of human in- 
vention, are nevertheless essentially parts of the visible churdi 
of Christ. 

There are others who think, that most obviously but one of 
these variant and conflicting organizations can be right, and 
that it would be sin and sacrilege in them, to give the slight- 
est countenance to an ecclesiastical organization, that had not 
its origin in divine appointment. There can be no doubt but 
that men of real piety, and of most conscientious principles 
will be found, holding each of these theories. 

It does not appear to the writer, however, at all necessary 
to agitate this question. The church with which he has the 
happiness of being connected, has shown most commendable 
moderation in saying nothing decisive upon this point.* Hav- 
ing determined in her view, what is conformable to primitive 
and apostolic order, she simply requires of those who min- 
ister at her altar, that they shall submit to that order. 

Tlie writer, in his christian intercourse with others, has 
found it adequate to all needful purposes, to take precisely the 
same ground. 

When the question has been asked, "Do you advocate the 
idea, that your church alone is right, and that all other chris- 
tian bodies, who do not possess the essential elements of your 

* See Bp. White's Leetarei or the Citeehism, p. 485. 
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Peculiarities of the Church—how illustrated. 



ecclesiastical constitution, are guilty of innovation and 
schism?" — ^Le has uniformly replied — ^**I have ample and 
satisfactory evidence that this church, of which I am a mem- 
ber, is constituted according to primitive order. In reference 
to the proposed question, my answer is, I have nothing to do 
with others. I wish all to act conscientiously. I dare not, I 
do not desire, to judge those who diflfer from us. For tho 
Apostle has said — ^* Who art thou that judgest another man's 
servant? To his own master he stsindeth or falleth.' ifty 
business is to take care that I do not embrace error, and that 
I connect myself with a body of Christians, who are a con- 
gregation of faithful men, in which the pure word of Grod is 
preached, and the scusraments be duly ministered according to 
Christ's ordinance, in all those things that of necessity are 
requisite to the same." 

It forms no inconsiderable part of the design of the present 
volume, to show that such a body of Christiana is found in 
the Episcopal Church. 

The writer, however, at the very outset, desires to premise 
two considerations. 

First — that he designs to accomplish the object now pro- 
posed, in a sort of desultory way, principally by means of a 
series of sketohes, which wUl illustrate the distinctive features, 
and difl^rent peculiarities of the Episcopal Church. And, 

Secondly — ^that he hopes to do this in a way which, if this 
volume should chance to fall into the hands of those whose 
views are not in accordance with his own, will not be oflfen- 
sive to them, nor appear to bear any marks of heated secta- 
rian zeal. — ^Most sincerely does he desire, in the execution of 
every part of this work, to be under the continual influence 
of that Holy Spirit, by which he, and his brethren who may 
dissent from these views, expect to be fitted to dwell tc^ther 
in sweet and everlasting communion in the presence of God 
and the Lamb. 

The author takes this early opportunity to declare most 
distmctly, that he is thorough and entire in his attadiment to 
tiie Episcopal Church. He believes it to be truly the Church 
of the Reamer. 

He has seen many things to wring his heart with sorrow m 
relation to the manner in which this eldest dau^iter of the 
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MifUket in reference to the Episcopal Church. 

reformation* has been treated. She has occupied, from a 
variety of causes, a singular position in this country. In 
many parts of the United States, the Episcopal Church has 
been looked upon somewhat in the light of one of the old and 
dilapidated AbMes, found here and there in European coun- 
tries. The Protestant traveller who passes in their neighbor- 
hood, stops to contemplate the time-honored ruins, and, for a 
moment, feels rising within him an emotion of awe and ven- 
eration, but instantly experiences an abatement of that emo- 
tion from the recollection that these huge structures were the 
nursery of institutions that spread a baleful influence over the 
land, and were throughout Christendom, like a death shade 
to the Church of God. As he surveys these vast structures, 
and contemplates their size, and form, and appendages, he 
distinctly sees that they are the productions of a "by gone 
age,*' and totally unfit for modem use and occupancy! 

Thus have many excellent christians looked upon our ve- 
nerable Zion. So little have they known of the Episcopal 
Church, that they have supposed that it was " part and parcel" 
of the "mystical Babylon," embosoming almost every form of 
pestiferous error, and would be sure to exert a baleful influ- 
ence wherever it was established. 

Others who were too enlightened to embrace such absurd 
ideas, have nevertheless been so ignorant of the institutions of 
this Church, as to suppose that those institutions were not 
adapted to the present age, nor in harmony with the civil in- 
stitutions of this country. 

It is those who cherish these views, that we particularly 
desire should "toaZA; with us about Zion, and go round about 
her J and mark well her bulwarks and consider her palaces.^ 

I must not here conceal the melancholy fact, that the mem- 
bers of the Episcopal Church themselves, have in many in- 

* It is tnie that the Lutheran Church was organized, and, as an entire 
church, severed from Papal iniQuenee before the Church of England— the 
Church under Luth^ having been organized in 1521, and the entire and 
final separation of the Church of England from all subjection to Rome, 
having been consummated in 1536. But the reformation in the Church of 
. England had actually commenced and made great progress among its 
members, nearly 200 years before. For in 1360, Wickliff commenced 
his attack upon the Mendicant orders, and soon after influenced Edward 
Sd, to resist the Pope's claim of homage, and was summoned before par. 
liament to defend it 
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llaults of Episcopalians — ^Brighter day. 

Stances given^trength to the prejudices and unfavourable 
opinion entertained of this church. 

By departing fron^ the spirit of the thirty-nine articles- 
yea, the spirit .of the whole Prayer Book — and by adopting a 
low standard of piety, they have unwittingly contributed to 
depress the v©y church of which they were so ready to make 
their boast. ;; 

Amid allihese difficulties — ^with the world against her — 
christians oFother denominations looking with suspicion upon 
her, and regarding it almost as a sacred duty to oppose her 
establishment, and many of her own children proving untrue 
and treacherous in the hour of her need — the Episcopal Church 
in this country, for a long time was like a ship at sea in th« 
midst of a storm — struggling amid contending billows, and 
every moment in danger of going to the bottom. And she 
might well have adopted the language of the Psalmist, and 
said, " All thy waves and thy billows have gone over me." 

But blessed be God, a brighter day has begun to dawn upon 
our Zion, in this land of freedom. The dark cloud of night 
is rolling away, and already do the tops of her towers and the 
roofs of her palaces begin to reflect back the rays of moming^A. 
Yet all along, in the darkest hour that came over her, he^r 
children, who held fast to her standards of doctrine, who abided 
by her discipline, and drank deep into the spirit of her liturgy, 
were able to look up and say, " God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble: wherefore will not we fear 
though the earth be removed, and though the mountains* b^ 
carried into the midst of the sea: though the waters roar and 
be troubled; though the mountains shake with the swelling 
thereof." 

The author is perfectly aware that many who truly love 
the Saviour have still very strong prejudices against this 
church. 

It is with the hope of removing some of these prejudices, 
that he has undertaken the present work; and he would there- 
fore ask the reader to give these pages a candid perusal. The :, 
writer and reader, if they are both christians, can have but 
one object in view — ^the atttunment of truth. In this.contem- 
plated walk about Zion^ the writer, in pointing out " her towers, 
and bulwarks, and palaces," desires to bear perpetually in 
mind that hc^ ia walking and acting beneath the piercing gaao 
]|2 
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Honest love of truth. 

of a holy and truth loving God; — and therefblfe he would say 
— ^** Avaunt all simulation and conoeahnent — all exaggerated 
pictures, and unreal representations. — ^Let there be the same 
deep and solemn feeling resting upon our minds while we go 
about Zion, that there would be were we now contemplating 
the Temple at Jerusalem, with the Shechina, the mysterious 
shadowy symbol of Jehovah's awful presence hanging over 
the mercy seat, and filling the whole house with- the glory of 
the Loixi,* — the same deep and solemn feeling, which we 
should experience, were we now in company with the prophet 
Ezekiel, when brought in the vidan of God to one whose ap- 
pearance iDOA like the appearance ofJmisSy with a line of fax 
in his handy and a measuring reed; who stood in the gate 
and said unto the prophet^ Son of man, behold with thine 
eyes, and hear with thine earsj and set thine heart upon all 
that I shall show thee. For to the intent thai I might show 
them unto thee, art thou brought hither : declare all that thou 
seest to the house of Israel;^ — ^with the same deep and solemn 
feeling, that would be inspired, were we with St. John, carried 
away in the spirit to a great high mountain, and shown 
.^>« that great city, the Holy Jerusalem, descending out of 
*■ Heuven from €hd, having the glory of God; and her light, 
like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper-stone, clear 
as crystal, having a wall great and high, and twelve gates, 
and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, 
which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of 
IsraehX Be these our feelings, and we shall see all things m 
the light of truth.'' 

The hope is cherished that these pages will bear evidence, 
that truth is the great thing aimed at. 

"Our heart's desire and prayer to Grod" is, that while we 
honestly seek truth, and frankly avow our sentiments, not 
one sentence may be written which can justly wound the feel- 
ings of any brother, — ^not one line which will awaken regret 
when we meet that brother on mount Zion, and stand by his 
side before the throne, to sing the song of the Lamb. We 
iiave no doubt that we shall meet with multitudes — ^with mil- 
lions, in that world of glory, whc have "followed not with 

•1 Kings, 8,11. tBxdK.40,4. 

% Rev. 21, 10-18. 
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Erroneous impressions removed. 

US."* But this belief should not lessen our desire to have all 
know and embrace the truth. We are the more desirous to 
lead those of whom we entertain this charitable hope, to an 
examination of the Episcopal Church. In this matter, we 
would "see eye to eye." The Episcopal Church has pecu- 
liarities. Many who have seen her only at a distance, and 
under peculiarly unfavourable circumstances, will, we are 
confident, when they come to know more of her, be led to 
change their opinion, and look with more kindness, if not with 
unqualified approbation, upon this eldest daughter of the Re- 
formation. 

If the present undertaking shall in any way tend to disa- 
buse the public mind of erroneous impressions, and open the 
way for the Episcopal Church to take a more advanced station 
in that gloriously marshalled host that is now going forward 
to break down the strong holds of sin, and subjugate the earth 
to the dominion of Christ, we shall feel that the few leisure 
hours which have been devoted to these hasty and imperfect 
sketches, have not been spent in vain: that it was not in vain 
that we ventured to propose to our readers "A walk abouv 

ZiON." 
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The inhabitants of Zion. 



CHAPTER I! 

WORLDLINESS IN THK CHURCH. 

*♦ Twice in her season of decay, 
The fallen Church hath felt Elijah's eye 
Dart from the wild its piercing ray : 
Not keener bums, in the chill rooming flkj, 
The herald star. 
Whose touch afar 
Shadows and boding night-birds fly. 
Methinks we need him once again 

That favoured Seer but where shall he be found? 

Keble. 

It was our intention to have said to the reader, in the very 
wmmencement of this chapter — 

"Lift up your eyes, and for one moment fix your gaze, 
even at tins distance, upon the mountain of the Lord: from 
the very spot where you stand, before we move a single step 
in our contemplated walk, take a cursory view of Zion: Let 
your eye now glance over her walls of adamant, her strong 
foundations, her impr^nable towers, and her stately edifices, 
and then draw near, enter her gates, and survey more mi- 
nutely the glorious "things which arc spoken of this" city of 
our God." 

But I have been led to change my purpose. A voice has 
suddenly broke upon my ear, fiill of harshness and suspicion, 
enquiring, "Who are the people, and what is the character 
of thS iidiabitants that dwell m this city? We care not how 
strong are her towers, or how magnificent are the dwellings 
of Zion, if she is filled with unholy inhabitants." 

To this point, then, we must first direct the attention of the 
reader. We must ask him at once to draw near the gates of 
Zion, and while looking in upon the inhabitants, try to form 
an idea of the character they sustain. 

What I apprehend and deprecate, is, that some, into whose 
hands this volume may fall, will, on the ground that our Zion 
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Profession of religion— Superficial pietj. 

b another Nazareth, and that out of it no good thing can 
some, refuse to accompany us in this walk, which we have 
undertaken for the eaqpress purpose of ascertaining from ac 
tual observation, what objects of beauty or of loathsomeness 
are to be found within the holy precincts of Zion. 

• Or, in other words, I fear that the opinion, "that in thw 
church persons are admitted upon lower evidences of piety 
than the gospel warrants, and that its members mingle too 
largely in the fashionable world, and stand too closely iden- 
tified with the people that know not God" — I fear that this 
opinion, which some have embraced, may cause them to shut 
their eyes upon the facts, and refuse to reflect upon the con- 
siderations, which it will be the business of this volume to 
spread before them. 

That men often do make professions of religion, upon too 
slight and equivocal evidences of renewal of heart, and as a 
natural sequence upon this, that they do bring into the church 
an unscmctified spirit, which displays itself in every form of 
worldliness, at one time hurrying them into acts of dishonesty, 
and at another, into scenes of gayety and fashion, is a charge, 
which I verily believe might with truth be laid at the door, 
not of a single denomination, but of every church of every 
denomination in Christendom. If we mistake not, here is the 
great breaker on which the Church of the Redeemer has too 
frequently been wrecked. This has been the resisting force 
that has retarded the progress of religion in the world. 

Christianity has never suffered so seriously from the at- 
tacks of its avowed and open enemies, as from the treachery 
and unfsdthfulness of those who professed to be its friends, 
and were enEsted in the ranks of its defenders. Still I 
cannot but hope, "that there yet will be a time," to use the 
words of the learned and excellent John Howe, "there yet 
will be a time of so copious an efiusion of the Holy Spirit, as 
will invigorate the church afresh, , and make it spring up oUt 
of its macilent, withered state, unto Its primitive liveliness and 
beauty; when it shall, according to its intended spiritual 
meaning, resemble the external splendor of its ancient figure, 
Sion, the perfection of beauty, and arise and shine, the glory 
of the Lord being risen upon it."* 

•Howe's Works, p. tia 
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Lax discipline — ^Deeleoiion. 

If it be thought that the Episcopal Church is more lax in 
discipline, than the other evangelical churches in this coun- 
try, and that her members indulge more freely in ^hionable 
amusements than other christians, perhaps it does not become 
me to enter into an argument to refute this idea, although I 
can by no means assent to its truth. There are undoubtedly 
within the pale of our communion, congregations and indi- 
viduals that are sadly deficient in those marks and lineaments 
which indicate spiritual life. They are like withered trees, 
that disfigure the face of the vineyard of the Lord. — ^They 
may be compared to "raging waves of the sea which fixam 
out their own shame." They are indeed " wandering stars, 
to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever." But 
were these dead and graceless churches and individuals much 
more numerous than they are, it would furnish no valid ar- 
gument to show that the Episcopal Church was defective in 
doctrine or discipline ; or that it was not the Church of Christ, 
planted by his own right hand. The churches of Asia, de- 
scribed in the book of Revelation, declined, and the condu<5t 
of their members exhibited Christianity under a most unlove- 
ly aspect. Would it hkve been fair to have inferred from 
this fact, that these churches were not apostolic in their con- 
stitution ? Declension and apostacy have been the bane of 
the church from the banning. There was a time in the 
ancient church of God, when one of his prophets said, — 
"The children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown 
down thy altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword ; and 
/, even I only am left." — ^What a sad state of things was 
here, in the church of Grod ! But was this a reason why a 
new church should be set up? Was there any natural or ne- 
cessary tendency in the principles of the Jewish church, to 
issue in such results? 

To suppose this, would be to impeach the wisdom of God, 
who was the maker and builder of the Jewish, as he is of the 
Christian Church. The state of things in the Jewish Church 
at the time just referred to, resulted from the most flagrant 
departure from the grand and fundamental principles of that 
church. 

And in like manner we can show, that all this worldliness 
that is laid at our door, wherever it exists, is the result of a 
most wanton and wicked departure from the standards of the 
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Congregational Charches of New England. 

Bpisco{)al Church, and in striking discordance with the spirit 
of piety and godliness which pervades all the institutions of 
this Zion of the Lord. 

I aiA ready to admit that the natural tendency of institu- 
tions will usually be evinced by the results which they pro- 
duce. But owing to a peculiar combination of circumstances, 
results may sometimes flow in the train of apparent conse- 
qu^ices from the operation of religious institutions, which are 
merely incidental. To illustrate this idea, I will advert to a 
fact connected with the history of the Congregational Church- 
es of New-England. 

I am far from believing that there is any necessary tenden- 
cy arising fi*om the constitution of those churches, to lower 
the standard of vital godliness, or to produce a willingness to 
receive persons into their communion upon slight and equiv- 
ocal evidences of a renewal of heart. And yet, from the in- 
fluence of a combination of circumstances, at one time, a 
large minority, if not a majority in these churches, were sup- 
posed to be men destitute of vital piety. In order that I may 
not state this matter too strongly, I will here introduce an ex- 
tract from one of their own writers, the biographer of Presi- 
dent Edwards. Speaking of New-England, he says : " So 
va«?t a proportion of the first planters of this country were 
members of the christian church, that not to be a church mem^ 
her was a public disgrace, and no man who had not this 
qualification, was considered capable of holding any civil of- 
5ce. The children of the first planters, also, with compara- 
tively few exceptions, followed the example of their parents, 
and enrolled their names in the church calender ; and there 
is reason to believe that a large proportion of them were 
possessed of real piety. Still there can he no doubt^ that a 
considerable number ofthem^ upon the whole^ were of a dif- 
ferent char a^^r* In the third and fourth generationsy the 
number of this latter chiss increased to such a degree^ as to 
constitute^ if not a majority^ yet a large minority of the whole 
papulation ; but, such is the influence of national customs, 
it was still thought as necessary to a fair reputation, and to a 
full qualification for ofiiee, to make a public profession of re- 
ligion, as before ; and the church, by thus inclosing within 
its pale the whole rising generation, gathered in a prodi- 
gious number of hypocrites ; — ^and to mxilce a profession of 
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Edwards. QualLficationB for the Communion. 

religion^ began to be, on the part of numbers, an act of the 
same import as it has been on the part of the dvily military 
and naval officers of England "to qualify," by partakung of 
the Lord's Supper."* 

It was this state of things which involved Jonathan Ed- 
wards in all those difficulties which gathered around him like 
the waves of the angry deep, and finally occasioned his re- 
moval from Northampton. He stood up as the servant of 
the Lord, to oppose the tide of worldliness, which, at that 
time, was rolling into the Congregational church^ like a 
flood. But he stood up almost alone. Under no other cir- 
cumstances of his life, do so much heavenly radiance and 
true moral grandeur gather around the character of this dis- 
tinguished servant of the Lord, as when he girded himself up 
to this great conffict, and went right onward in the path ot 
duty, leaving all consequences with God. He indeed fought 
manfully, and the cause he advocated has triumphed. By 
that one controversy in relation to the qualifications for 
church membersliip, Edwards conferred an everlasting obli- 
gation upon the Congregational and Presbyterian churclies 
in this country. He seemed like one raised up of the Lord, 
to be a purifier of the churches ; and it is impossible to say, 
how much of the consistent piety, the simple-hearted de- 
votedness, the commendable zeal, and the exalted christian 
benevolence, which now happily characterize a large pro- 
portion of the churches of the denominations just referred to, 
are attributable, under God, to the labors of Edwards. 

But I have adverted to this subject for the special object of 
illustrating the principle, that a declension of religion in any 
church, is no proof that that church is necessarily in it£ con- 
stitution faulty or defective. 

From the fact that the Congregational Churches of New- 
England, at the time now adverted to, fell into such a lax 
mode of admitting members, and the cause of vital godliness 
so fearfully declined, I would by no means argue, that this is 
the natural, and necessary tendency of things in churches 
constituted as they are. ; 

Such a fact by itself as the one now adverted to, does not 
prove .that there is any essential defectiveness in the constitu- 

•Edwards' Work»— vol. 1. p. 803. See also, Christian Spectati-r, vol 
S. p. 888. 
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£atraooe to the Church— hoir goarded. 

tion of those churches, nor does it furnish the slightest evi- 
dence that they are not of apostolic origin* 

In like manner, were it true that many persons were ad- 
mitted within the pale of the Episcopal communion totally 
destitute of piety, and that many of the members of the 
church were " loveis of pleasure more than lovers of God," 
this would not prove that there was any thing fundamentally 
wrong in the constitution of the church ; it would only show 
that there was a declenaon of true piety among us— that 
owing to incidental causes, a fatal mildew and blight had 
fidlen up(m our Zion. 
* I am aware, however, that when the impiession ia once re- 
ceived, that religion is at a low ebb in any denomination, the 
idea almost unavoidably starts up in our minds, and gains 
the ascendency over aU our other convictions, that there 
must be something radically defective in the doctrines or dis« 
cipline of that denomination. 

And I am also aware, that in some parts of our country 
the opinion has widely prevailed, that there is very little 
spiritual religion, or vital godliness in the Episcopal Church. 
On this point, it does not become me to bear direct testimony 
and I would therefore say to the reader as Philip did to Na- 
thaniel, ^^Come and tee." <<Walk about Zion, and go 
round about her, and tdl the towers thereof: mark ye well 
her bulwarks, consider her palaces." 

Thus much my subject requires me to affirm, that if there 
be a deficiency in the zeal and piety of Episcopalians, that 
deficiency is not the legitimate result of the operation of any 
of the institutions of the church. The tendency of all her 
•established arrangements is towards a very high and eleva- 
ted standard of piety. Of this,, every one will be convinced 
who candidly examines the Prayer Book. 

Were there any tend^icy in the arrangements of the Epis- 
copal Church, to dq)ress the standard of piety among her 
members, it would be found ekher in the feet that the en- 
trance to her pale was not suitably guarded, or that an im- 
perfect supervision was maintained over her members afler 
thdir adxmssion within her sacred enclosures. 

The remainder of the chapter will be principally occunwvJ 
in considering these points. 

1. How is the entrance to the Church guarded! 
C 
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Most obviously » the entrance into the fold of the Redeem 
er should not be an open pathway, for the ^^offcem of all, how 
ever destitirte of spintual qualifications* There must be a 
guard at the door. — Some principle must be established, and 
understood, upon which members are to be admitted. — ^The 
principle recognised by the gospel most manifestly is, that 
those who are admitted into the fold, should exhibit decided 
evidence of a change of heart, and of possessing that vital 
godliness which displays itself in a new, holy, and well or- 
dered life. Wherever candidates are admitted upon lower 
evidence than this — ^wherever the signs and seals of the cov- 
enant are extended to the unrenewed as converting ordinances, 
there, from the nature of things, the church must soon be 
filled with ungodly members. On this point, the Episcopal 
Church takes the true gospel ground. No person is regard- 
ed as being in fiiU communion with her, till he has received 
the rite of Con^rmaHan. Confirmation, then, is the great 
door of admission to the privileges of the church, at which 
she stations her guard. Her rubricks and standards, by a 
fair and necessary construction, teach, ^Hhat confirmation is 
to be administered only on a credible profesdon of repent* 
ance and faith, or of that new birth rf the spirit, which is 
symbolized in baptism, and is the true beginning of the 
christian character, and the christian life^^ 

The practical adoption of this principle is earnestly pressed 
upon the attention of the clergy by our Bishops.* By ex- 
press provision in the canons of the church, persons are to 
be "prepared," and ^* previously instructed,^^^ before they are 
presented for the holy ordinance of ccmfirmation, and no one 
is to receive this rite, unless his name is presented to the 
Bishop by his Pastor, as a fit and " properly qualified" per- 
son to enter upon such solemn engagements : — And can any 
one doubt, that that pastor who wittingly presents the name 
of an unconverted and godless sinner as a candidate for this 
holy rite, will find the blood of a lost soul on his sacerdotal 
robe, in the great day of final reckoning ! 

* See Bp. Gritvold's address at the dioeesan conTention for 1853. Also 
Bp. MOlvaine's address to the Ohio eooTention for 18Si— also Bn. Headc 
on Confirmatton : see also tlie anthoritiet referred to hi **Tlie Fafber^t 
TesUmony," 4th edit, ehap. 9d. 

t95. Canon. 



Digitized 



by Google 



I n.J A WALK ABOUT ZiOlf. 37 



GonfinDatioa--qufi]ifiGationtfor it 



' Not only is the principle above adverted to, establi^ied as 
the rule of admission to the church, but the application of that 
principle, in deciding who are proper subjects for admission 
to the church, is committed to the most competent hands. 

The pastor of each congregation, " whom the Holy Ghost 
hath made overseer of the flock," whose great business it is 
to understand thoroughly the principles of the Bible, and to 
observe their operation and influence upon the hearts and 
conduct of men, is most properly placed as the responsible 
sentinel at the gate of Zion, to see that none enter except such 
as give evidence that they are truly the children of the Most 
High. 

Though it be an unquestionable iact, that " in the multi- 
tude of counsellors there is safety," yet it is no less true, that 
where close attention and great vigilance are necessary to se- 
cure certain results, the more you can concentrate responsi- 
bility upon a single individual, and make that responsibility 
felt, the more sure you are to attain those results. 

On this ground, we think that the entrance to the fold oi 
the Redeemer, in the Episcopal Church, is well and wisely 
guarded. In this church, the business of examining candi- 
dates for admission to the privileges of the household of faith, 
IS committed entirely to the clergyman, whose own reputa- 
rion thus stands in a measure connected with the character 
)f each individual whom he admits as a communicant. 

We are aware that many of the denominations around us, 
adopt another method. It is not our design to cast the slight- 
est censure upon their practice. 

It may not be improper, however, in this connection, to 
observe, that an intelligent and devoted minister of the Pres- 
byterian Church, not long since remarked in the hearing of 
the author, " That he decidedly preferred the Presbyterian to 
the Congregational Church on this ground — that the door of 
entrance to the former was better guarded than that of the 
latter. The one has a chosen few placed as sentinels, but in 
the otheTy this business is lefl to the whole church. I fljlly 
believe," continued he, " the afliiirs of the church will be 
transacted with more judgment and caution, by eifew judi- 
cious, experienced men, than where all are brought in to 
participate in these transactions. Just in proporfion as you 
increase the number of individuals to whom any business of 
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moment is committed, you divide responsibility, and dimin* 
ish the prospect, that the business will be done in the best 
manner. This principle is well understood by business men. 

Take for instance, an encampment of solcQers. Is it cus- 
tomary to place the whole army as sentinels, or a chosen 
few? — ^We know that military men act wisely in this ar- 
rangement, and those who are placed as sentinels, by the re- 
sponsibility that rests upon them, are made to be more vigi- 
lant, guarded and cautious. 

So also in ordinary cases of sickness, the patient is much 
safer in the hands of one skilful physician, than if he had a 
dozen attending upon him. The same^ principle comes in 
here. As you increase the number of those who share re> 
sponsibility, you lessen the probability of a favourable re. 
suit. 

While listening to these remarks, the thought occured to 
me, *With how much more force does this reasoning apply 
to the practice adopted by the Episcopal Church, where, the 
whole responsibility in relation to the admission of conmiuni- 
cants, devolves upon the minister, whose business it is to be 
ccmversant with every form of christian experience, and who 
is the friend of each member of the flock, in whom all have 
confidence, and who will therefore be more likely to draw 
out the real views, and ascertain the precise spiritual charac- 
ter of each applicant, than any other man.' While, there- 
fore, the whole undivided weight of the responsibility of ad- 
mittuig and excluding communicants, is rolled upon the min- 
ister, he still has the benefit of counsel from such members 
of the church as he may choose to consult ; for each mem- 
ber of the church feels deeply interested in the character of 
those who are visibly connected with him in the bonds of 
the christian covenant. 

To illustrate still farther the safety and benefit of this ar- 
rangement in the Episcopal Church, which we have been 
considering, I will here introduce a letter, which I have been 
permitted to transcribe for this purpose. 

This letter was addressed to an Episcopal Clergyman, by 
lady of a highly cultivated mind, who had been educated in 
the bosom of another church, but who found the desired rest- 
ing niacp ^r hor soul within the walls of our Zion. The oc- 
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easicm which called forth this (xunmunicatioii, will be eoc^ 
plained by the oommunicaticm itself. 

**Much esteemed Pastor : 

I take the liberty of addressing you upon a very importaol 
•ubject. I have long felt it my duty to make a profession pf 
zeligion, but a vcuriety of causes has hitherto concurred to 
prevent my taking this step. Your discourse, however, last 
Sabbath morning, upon the text — ^" What shall I render ua« 
to the Lord for all his benefits towards me" — went home to 
my heart in such a way, that I fed I can no longer put off 
this solemn duty of dedK:ating myself to Grod. 

The principal object of this letter, is to request you to fa* 
vour me with the opportunity of an early interview, in relao 
lion to this matter. It may not be improper, however, fi>r 
me here to give you some idea of the trials and difBcdties 
that have been in my path* 

I had the unspeakable honor and blessing of being bom of 
christian parents. Never was a child ream! up with more 
religious care than myself, yet I took counsel of my own 
widked heart, and went after the vanities of the world. O 
how it piercpd like iron the tender bosom of my dear mother i 
My honored, sainted parents, now in heaven— oh that they 
could know the bitterness and anguish of spirit which I have 
suffered in thinking how my foolish, wayward conduct must 
have wounded them I They went down to the grave before 
* I came to myself.' 

It is now ten years since my mind was first awakened to 
seriousness. The night of horror and gloom which th^ 
came over me, no one can know. It was in the midst of a 
life of gayety and fashion, that a word entered my ear and 
sank down to the bottom of my soul. An unseen hand mys- 
teriously drew aside the veil, which all along had hung be- 
fore my eyes, and revealed to me my sinfulness. — ^Then I 
went mourning all the day. I poured out my heart before 
the Lord, and said, * Hiou hoM removed my soul far cff 
from pea4:e.^ * I said. My strength and my hope is perished 
from the Lord, remembering mine affliction and my misery, 
the wormwood and the gall. My soul hath them still in ra- 
membrance and is humbled in me.' 

But he* whose mercies are new every morning,' gractou* 
oS 
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Mrs. T^'s diiBciilties in relatioD to a profeatioo. 

ly lified upon me, as I trust, the light of hb reooncUed ooon- 
tenance, and the troubled waters began to subside. 

Resting my hopes on the cross c^ Christ, I b^an to think 
of making a public profession of religion, but I unexpectedly 
found an msuperable barrier in the way. I was told that in 
order to be a<hnitted to the communion of Saints, I must go 
before the whole Church and relate my experience. Though 
my sainted parents had lived and died members of this Church, 
and I had the highest regard for the venerable pastor, from 
whose lips I had heard precious counsel to guide me in my 
heavenward way, I instinctively recoiled from the idea ol 
^ving a public rehearsal of the religious exercises of my 
mind. It seemed to me such a departure from that sensitive, 
yet lovely female delicacy, which instinctively shrinks from 
public gaze, that I could not see how a modest, retiring wo- 
man, could take such a step. The more I reflected upon tliis 
subject, the more I became strengthened in the conviction that 
it was not my duty to seek a connection with the people of 
(jod in this way. Such trains of thought as the following 
passed through my mind. 

There is no necessity for this public rehearsal of one's ex- 
perience. Satisfactory evidence of a renewal of heart, can 
be better obtained from a private interview, than by any 
statement made in public. Under the agitating circumstances 
of such an occasion, how incompetent must a timid female be 
to convey any just idea of her doctrinal views, or the state ol 
her religious feelings! 

I thought also, I discovered that such recitals were attended 
with evil. I went to hear several persons relate their expe- 
rience. It appeared to me, that there was a powerful influ- 
ence unconsciously operating upon the mind of each one, 
to relate what was striking in the way of religious exercise, 
rather than decisive as to christian character; and in all 
these various experiences, there was such a seeming identity, 
as to give them a sort of stereotype appearance. And I have 
often met with persons ready to give themselves up to des- 
pair, because they had never experienced anv thing precisely 
similar to what they had so frequently heard related by those 
who presented themselves as candidates for admission to the 
Church. 

I said to my pastor one <foy, 
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Defeeti of certtin ifitemt. 

<<Do you not think that this system has defects? Now 1 
can lay open my mind perfectly to you* Are you not capa- 
ble of judging of my fitness for admission to the spinUial 
.feld? Ought not the Church to have so much confidence in 
you as to rely upon your judgment in this matter? How can ■ 
you instruct us in the way of life, if you are not competent 
to jjdge what constitutes suitable qualifications fer church 
membership? And then do you not think that there would be 
much fewer difficulties in the church, if, when there was any 
little variance, the a^rieved members came to you as their 
counsellor and umpire? What injury is often done to the 
cause of Christ, by bringing before the public those little 
bickerings among christians, which, if the minister had had 
the power of discipline in his hands, would have never been 
blazoned to the world !" 

In reply to these remarks, my venerated pastor sighed and 
said, << There is undoubtedly room fer improvanent in our 
system, but at present I have not the power of bringing it 
about.'* 

Dear good man, he now sleeps in Jesus, and has gone to that 
happy world where ^' the wicked cease firom troubling, and 
the weary are at rest.** 

To conclude then thi§ letter, which is already too long, 
these were some of the obstacles in my way, which prevent- 
ed me from making an earlier profession of religion. Per- 
haps, however, you will think that I ought to have broken 
through all those difiiculties, and taken my stand openly on 
the side of the Lord. This is now my desire — to declare 
myself on the Lord's side. I love the Episcopal Church on 
many accounts, and surely none the less that I find in it pre- 
cisely that arrangement in reference to the preparatory stops 
fer the admission of members, that I had long thought tb<i 
most expedient. 

I hope that nothing I have said will be construed into an 
indication of unkind feeling towards the denomination of 
christians among whom I was bom. I believe them to be 
truly the people of the Lord. I love them for their piety and 
devotedness to God. Still I must express my honest prefer- 
ence for the Episcopal Church. Pardon this very long^^is- 
^le, and believe me &c. T.' 
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The kind of Bopenridon nudntained over c 

The object for iMtk the preceding lett^ hba been intro- 
&]ced, is to illostrate the advantages connected with the tr- 
raiment that i»evails in the £^p»copal Chuid^ with respect 
to the aikidssion of members. I think that the candid lead^ 
cannot fidi to see that a most effectual method has been adopt- 
ed to guard the avenues of entrance to ^ fidd. There is 
another constderaticmt howevert to wiach our attenticm must 
be directed, if we would determine whether the best mea- 
9ure8 are adopted to preserve the purity of the Church. 

2. What kind of 8upervia<»i is maintained over cenmiu* 
nicants, after their admissk)n to the foldl 

They are placed under the especial care of the Pastor, 
Upon whose mini^ry they attend, and upcm whom devolves 
the high responsibility, not only of watching over them as 
the sli^herd does his flock, but of reproving, admonishui^ 
mid, if it becomes necessary, of cutting off such as walk dis- 
orderly, and dishonor their holy calfing. 

The language addressed at the time of their admission, to 
those who are set apart to the holy c^ce, and to whcnn is 
committed this hi^ trust,'ls very solemn and affecting. 

^ And now again we exhort you in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye have in remembrance into how Ingh a 
dignity, and to how weighty an office and charge, ye are cat 
led: That is to say, to he Messengers, Watchmen, and Stew* 
ards of the Lord; to teach and to premonish, to feed and 
provide for the Lord's fiunily ; to secit for Christ's Sheep that 
are dispersed abroad, and for his children who are in the 
midst of this naughty world, that they may be saved through 
Christ forever. 

Have alwa3rs, therefore, printed in your rememlnranoe, how 
great a treasure is committed to your chaige. For th^ are 
the sheep of Christ, which he bought with his death, and for 
whom he shed his blood. The Church and congregation 
whom you must serve, is his spouse, and his body. And if 
it shall happen that the same Churchy or any member there- 
of, do take any hurt or hindrance by reason of your ne^i- 
genccy ye know the greatness of the faulty and also the horri* 
hie punishment that will ensue.^* 

• See «« The Ordering of PriaU.*^ The greatneM of the v^uaiihmeBt 
ibove referred to, maj be gathered from Ez, 33, the chapter ikfujdly r^ 
M this r " — 
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Dr. Bedell: Happy mode of admoni^ung oring coaunonieaots. 

I cannot here refrain from {^resenting an instance of the 
manner in which one of the ministers of the Episco|>ai 
Church, carried out the duty here enjcnned, in his inteicouiBO 
Avith his people. I allude to the lamented Bedell, whose pi^ 
ty, devotedness, and self-sacrificing spirit, strikingly remind 
us of the character of the first heralds v>f the cross. He did 
not wait until his people had fallen into some great and griev* 
ous sin, before he lifred the note of remonstrance. The yo- 
ry first step of departure firom the way everlasting, was ob- 
served with a solicitude, which prompted him to seek to ap- 
ply an immediate remedy, and that, in a way the most deU- 
cate and yet the most direct and pungent. 

The happy manner in which this was done, will be best il- 
lustrated by an extract from the interesting menxnr that has 
just appeared of his life. 

** The letter below, a copy of which was sent to individuals 
among Jiis peq)le, as occasion required, presents a singular 
and beautiful illustration of the delicacy with which this pain- 
ful duty was discharged by him, and the way in which he 
used, with experience and skill, << the sword of the spirit,** 
which is the word of God, in contending with difficulties 
which arose around him. 

"My dear Friend: 

Among the duties of the ministry laid down in the Scrip- 
tures, I find the following, "to reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all long suffering and doctrine." I have frequently found, 
that a hint, given in a spirit of love, has been efi^tual to re- 
move an error, or to rectify an abuse; and that such a hint, 
if giv«i in scripture language, carries with it peculiar weight. 
I propose to adopt this plan. Sometimes I wish to rebuke, 
sometimes to commend. I shall do both without offence, if I 
do them in the words of God. To illustrate my meaning: 
If I send this letter to one of my communicants, and simply 
quote at the bottom, Luke x. ch., 41, 42, 1 mean that one to 
understand that I think him or her neglecting the soul for 
worldly concerns. If I quote Hebrews x. ch., 23, 25, it will 
oe understood that I think the individual to whom it is sent, 
li^ligent in attendance to the lectures or prayer-meetings. If 
I quote 2 Corinthians, vi. ch., 17, it will be understood that I 
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C(»i8ider the p^rscm addressed endrdy too much disposed to 
enter into fbllies and amusements inconsistent with the diris* 
tian calling. If I quote 1 P^ter, m. ch., 3, 4, it will be un« 
derstood that I allude to dress, &c If I quote Proverbs xvi. 
82, it will be understood that I consider the individual under 
the influence of an improper spirit. — ^These I mean as mere 
specimens for explanaticm, and will be sufficient to show my 
meaning. The passage I mean fbr you may be different from 
any of these, and you will see it at the bottom of the page. 
I pray you to turn to it at once; ascertain what I mean, pray 
over it, and see if the hint thus a£^tionately given, may not, 
by a divine blessing, conduce to your spiritual and eternal 
good. No cme knows that I have addressed this letter to you. 
It is meant as entirely c^ a private character. May the Lord 
bless you, and keep you by his grace, through ^th unto sal- 
vation." 

« Your fri«[id and Ptotor." 

From no quarter are so many dangers to be apprehended, 
as from the blandishments and caresses of the world. 

In the eaily ages of Christianity, when the iron hand of 
oppression was lifted up to crush the cause of the Redeemer, 
and the only way to heaven seemed to be through the door 
of martyrdom, the Church rose to human view from amid 
the dreary night of Pagan darkness, like a bright summer's 
mom, and moved on, '* Mr as the moon, clear as the sun, and 
terrible as an army with banners." Immediately, the world 
b^an to pay court to this new and rising power. Unhap- 
pily, the church threw her gates wide open, and there rolled 
in a tide of power, and vrealth, and fashion, and worldly in- 
fluence. The banner of the cross speedily foimd its way into 
Italy, the very seat of Empire. Soon it entered the eternal 
city, and floated in triumph over the Capitol. From that mo- 
ment, a blight and mildew fell upon the heritage of the Lcnrd. 

There is nothing so much to be dreaded as the caresses of 
the world : its frowns cannot hurt us ; but oh, how ofienliave 
its caresses marred the beauty of Zion, as though suddenly 
smitten by an invisible hand — ^how ofl^n have they b*x>ugfat 
within her sacred courts, ^^the idoU rf the detolatof * uid 

* Marginal reading, Daniel ix. 97, Referred to, Matt. xzrr. 15. 
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caused the Most High to ^< cover the daughter of Zion with a 
doud in his anger.^' 

That the Episcopal Church most earnestly seeks to guard 
her children against these insidious influences, is evident from 
the fact, that she permits none to enter within her sacred pale, 
till they have sol^nnly vowed, to ''renounce the vain pomp 
f"^ glory of ike world i^^ and the baptismal water is applied 
to no candidate, till the fervent supplication is offered up for 
him, '' that he may have power and strength to have victory, 
and to triumph against the Devil, the worlds and the fSesh.*^ 
And immediately after the application of the baptismal water, 
the sign of the cross is marked cm the brow of each newly 
enlist^ soldier c^ Christ, <'in token that hereafter he shall 
not be ashamed manfully to fight under his banner^ against 
Sin, the World, and the Devil." 

In ^rther corroboration of the feet, that the Episcopal 
Church is truly anxious to keep her members back from the 
edd3ring currents which sweep around the great Maelstrom of 
feshion and worldliness, and draw so many thousands within 
its fetal influence, I would refer to the circumstance of her 
having appointed solemn services for so many week days du- 
ring the year, as though determined by these holy influences 
emanating from the sanctuary, to break up that worldly en- 
chantment, which might otherwise bind her members to the 
earth. The eflfect of such a season as that of Lent, continu- 
ing with ccHistantly increacdng and deepening solemnity for 
six weeks — and all these, wedLs for special self-examination — 
k)wly self-abasement, earnest prayer, and devout meditation 
•upon the sufierings and death of Christ and upon our own 
guih, which sharpened the nails and pointed the accursed 
^lear— <»nnot fail to be highly salutary in promoting person- 
al holiness. 

The ecclesiastical bodies connected with the Episcopal 
Communion, have also, from time to time, in no equivocal 
manner, proclaimed their sentunaiits in relation to shutting 
out workUiness from the church. In 1817, in the General Con- 
vention, where all the Einscqml diurches in tiie United 
States are represented, a docinn^it was presented by the 
House of Bishops, and nnammoosly passed, fnrotesdngagaiiMt 
the practice on the part of die communicants, of indulgmff in 
worldly amusements. The resolution then passed is in bar 
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nxmy with the &cts already adverted to. It dedaies tbU— 
'' The House of Bishops, aoAiataaa for the j^remrratioii of te 
purity of the churohf aikl the piety of its oaeadwn, aie in- 
duccd to impress upon the Clergy, the imfxvtai^ duty, with 
a discreet aad earnest seal, of warniiig the people o£ their 
xeiqpiective oures, of the danger of an indulg^ioe in thoee 
worldly pleasures which may tf&ad to wkhdraw the aftcti o na 
from spiritual things," dec And I trust that there are many 
watchmen on the widls of our Sob, wbt^ are not neg^ctfol of 
the duty h^re pointed out.* 

And yet I have no douU that instanoas do oociur, whne 
coi^regations bearing the name of E^fMsc^Md, ^wiUnoikear 
the law rftke Lord : which say to the seen, see not : and to 
the prophets, prof^iecy not unto us right things ; speak unto 
us smooth things : prophecy deodts." And there may ba 
those, clothed with the hig^ responsifaility of mess^igers oi 
the Lord, so recreant to th^ ordinatioii vows, that in order 
to draw around them a Mghler halo of popcdarity, th^ wiH 
listen to this syren voice, w^ lead their peqple on blindfold to 
the precifMoe. It is greatly to be foared that there are such 
congregations and ministers in every denominaAion* It was 
80 in God's ancient church. *< The prophets prc^hesy fids^, 
and the priests bear rule by their means : and my people love 
to have it so." 

Still, I must also say, that in this slanderous woMj diris* 
tian churches, and chrbttan ministers are c^n greatly ma^ 
ligned. How frequei^y do we hear the strmg language ol 
closure and severe reprehension uttered against a ministOT, 
whose greatest crime is some slight impnui^ioe. Whoi the* 
&cts are brought out, it is oft^a found that he who lay under 
such a load of erasure, was all the time actuated by Uie purest 
and holiest intentions. The truth is, the world is always rea« 
dy to blacken the character (^ every baptised fi^wer of the 
Lamb. Our Saviour i^biidy told his <i^lto that the w<^ 
hated him^ and that the servant oould not expect to fore bet* 
ter than the master. When will christiatts underhand this 1 
When will they learn to abandon the suicidal act of cafammi* 
ating each other? When will they learn to exercise towardb 
eiM$b other that charity wluch <* beareth all ^ings, believeth 

* See the Appendix to Biekenfeeth*B Treatise on the Lord's supper 
Wtedbrl^. Bedell. 
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wll tloiigSy h&jpenh all thii^?" Hie world, as kmg as it re* 
mains at enmity with God, will ever be ready to scandalizs 
efadstians, and never will fUhe kingdom and dominion, and 
the greatness of the kingdom under the whde Heaven, be 
given to the people of the saints of the Most High," till they 
^rn to shut their ears upon ''the railing accusations" which 
Satan is bringing, in turn, against each denominaticMi of chris- 
tians. 

In illustration of the unfounded nature of much of the re« 
proach that is heaped upon the ministers of the cross, allow 
me, in concluding this chapter, to give a rapid sketch of an 
instance that fell under my own observation* A number o] 
years since, the Rev. Mr. O. V. was sf^led in a country vil- 
lage, far in the interior. At the time to which I advert, he 
and the church over which he presided, were su^ring under 
the heavy charge, of favouring gay and worldly amusements. 
**Soch a man," it was said, "could have no piety! such a 
church could have nothing more than the form of godliness, 
and hardly that." 

The ground of all this denunciation, was at most, but an 
act of imprudence on the part of Mr. O. V., and there wele 
connected with this act several redeeming circumstances. 

This Reverend gentleman was young and highly talented* 
Till the event just adverted to, no one had doubted his piety. 
His pungent and fartMil exhibiticms of divine truth, had 
brought many awak^aed sinners to the foot of the cross. 
Among these, was a large number of young persons. They 
had broken away from tiieir former gay associates, end taken 
an open stand <»i the ade of the Loi^d. 

Those former associates, however, were constantly devi- 
ling expedients to draw them back again within the fatal 
#hiripool of worldly pleasure. 

It was during one of the summer months — a seas(xi wh^i 
the country has peculiar charms, and the ^ep grove, with its 
cool refreshing shade, seems like another Eden, contrasted 
with the heat and suflbcating air of the town^-*that several of 
the persons above alluded to, proposed a walk of scHne two 
miles into the country, fot the purpose of having a scmI of ru- 
ral entertainment in a shady retreat well known in that neigh- 
borhood. The whole thing was unqi^stionaUy got up for 
the purpose of festive hilarity and enjoyment. This was ooti 
D 
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hou'ever, the aspect under which the matter was presented to 
the youiig members of the diurch who were invited to join 
the party. Stili, their sense of propriety was such, that they 
declined the invitation. To overcome this backwardness on 
the part of those who had united thranselves with the people of 
Grod, a committee waited upon Rev* Mr. O. V., and extended 
to him a pressing invitation to meet the assemUed party atthe 
place appointed for rendezvous. 

At first, he promptly declined, but when the invitation 
continued to be pressed, and he received the assurance that 
every thing would be conducted with the most strict rj^rd 
to decorum and propriety, he at length yielded to their im- 
portunity and consented to go, remarking, however — 

'* If I go, I must go in the character of a minister of Christ, 
and you must not be surprised, if I speak to yon in refermioe 
to my Master's business." 

To this they readily assented. The mat point was now 
gained. The news flew through the vulage like wild-fire, 
that the Rev. Mr. O. V. was to be one of t)us party. Tlie 
invitations were reiterated to the young members of the 
diurch, accompcmied with the invincible argument, ^'Surdy, 
there cannot be the slightest impropriety in going, since the 
minister is to be there." In most instances, the argum^it 
was successfiil. 

The company were soon on their way, eager to reach 
their place of destination, where so much pleasure was anti- 
dpated. 

The spot selected for this rural recreation, was truly pic- 
turesque. An area of several acres had, many years previ- 
ous, been partially cleared up, so that the earth was covered 
with thickly matted grass, which appeared like a firm and 
unbroken carpet of green. There had been left a sufficient 
number of the ancient giants of the forest, spreading abroad 
their lofty and leafy branches, to fiimish a perfect and delight- 
ful shade, to the assembled group. 

The scenery around them was uncommonly fine. On the 
east there stretched away, as i&r as the eye could ext^id, a 
dense, and deepening forest: and on the west, there rose in 
the immediate vicinity a predpitous mountain, whose top 
reached to the very clouds. Around its base, separating it 
firom the plot of ground, where the party were assranbled, 
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flowed a beautiful stream, whose gliding waters catching, by 
reflection, the color of tl^ verdant foliage that overhung \m 
banks of the stream, presented in its course, as &r as the eye 
could follow it, a rippling sur&ce of deep emerald. On the 
north and south were caught, here and there, through the 
c^penings in the trees, a view of a rich, and finely cultivated 
country* 

The whole company were now; assembled, and began to 
make preparations for their repast. There was all of the 
asual quantum of glee, hilarity, and mirth. 

To this scene of rural gaity, Mr. O. V. was now directing 
his steps. As he wended his solitary way through grove and 
field, and was passing along thoughtfully by the side of a 
bramble, a voice suddenly cried out — 

<< Ah--«h, I am sorry you are going there !" 

Startled firom his reverie, he looked up, and saw an old 
woman of homely appearance, in the act of picking berries. 
He fixed his eye upon her for a moment, and immediately 
recognised in her one of his communicants, who was very 
poor, and supported herself, during the summer months, 
principally by gathering fruit in this way, and bringing it to 
market. 

When Mr. O. V. was sufiiciently recovered from the mo- 
mentary surprise into which he was thrown, he replied — 

" My good friend, b it you 1 " 

Intent on the idea which had taken possession of her mind, 
the mmple hearted woman could neither hear, nor think, ot 
any thing else, and she again uttered her lamentation — 

** Ah, I did not think that you would go there P' 

« Go where r said Mr. O. V. 

^ Why to meet those firolicsome young fi)lks: adealof hurt 
it will do, I am sure, to the church 1*^ 

" And what leads you to think so?'* 

*< Because,'' said she, ^ I have heard already many lamen 
over it, and say that Mr. O. V. was * coming down from the 
wcurk ofihe Lord,' and beginning to get into worldly amuse- 
ments." 

" They are greatly mistaken, my friend," said he. 

« Well, well," she replied, " I heard a lady say, as I 
came along, * how can Mr. O. V. ever preach any more 
against the pomps and vanities of the world /' " 



Digitized 



by Google 



49 A WAUL ABOOT UAH. [c«. JQb 

Reflections of Mr. O. Y. : Cotine piinued. 

" Indeed, I shall be truly aorry," responded be, ** if my 
consenting to meet our young friends on this occasion will 
interfere in the slightest manner with my future usefulness.'^ 

"Well, you will see," said she. 

Mr. O. V. passed on. A new train of thought had been 
started in his mind. He began to reflect that, perhaps, ho 
had acted unadvisedly. The inquiry suggested itself, " Whe« 
ther the scene, though fraught with no special evil to himself, 
might not exert a deleterious influence upon those whom it 
had, hitherto, be^i his great ol^t to l^d in the way ever- 
lasting? They were constantly exposed to influences calcu- 
lated to destroy and deaden all s{Hrituality of mind. Would 
not the step he had taken seem to give countenance to those 
scenes of amusement, where the very excitement is enough to 
intoxicate the mind, and bring it under the power of error T 

While indulging in this train c^ thought, the vcMoes of the 
gay group broke upon his ean He was soon in the midst of 
the party, where every face seemed beaming with animation, 
and every heart bounding with rapture. The rural board 
was tastefully arranged, and exhibited every description of 
delicacies. As soon as the repast was finished, Mr. O. V., 
' desirous to r^;)air the injury that his appearance at this place 
might have occasioned, begged the privilege of addressing a 
few words to the company. The whole group immediately 
clustered around the spot where he stood. Taking a hymn 
book from his pocket, he remarked: 

** Tlie creator of this beauteous scene, is worthy of praise 
and adoration. Will you join me in singiug a hymn 1" He 
then read two or three verses of the following hymn. 

'* Should nature's eharms, to please the eyc^ 

In sweet assemblage join: 
All nature's charms would droop and die, 

Jesus compared with thine." 

The whole company united in singing, and their vcHcea 
sounded amidst this wUd woodland scene, as they were pro- 
longed, and died away in faint echo, not unlike the sweet 
minstreby of heaven. 

The hymn being closed the minister knelt down on tho 
grass, and looked up to the Eternal One in prayer. The sol* 
imn and afi^ting manner in which he supplicated the throne of 
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grace, dissipated every feeling of levity, with which any oi 
the group at first gathered around this man of God. — ^The 
prayer heing finished be addressed them in a strain of re» 
mark* something like this : 

" When two of your number waited upon me, with an in- 
vitation to meet you on the present occasion, I yielded to their 
importunity, with the express understanding, that I should 
come here as the minister of the Lord Jesus Christ. I have 
not come here to frown on your innocent joys, but to say to 
you in the kind accents of firiendship, that you are immortal 
beings, and that you ought never to lose sight of your high 
destination, as accountable and undying intelligences. I can- 
not but hope that there are none in this assemblagp, 

** Who deem religion frenzy, and the God 
That made them, an intruder on their jo^a. 
Start at his awful name, or deem his praue 
A jarring^ not e ** 

" My purpose is not to interrupt your enjoyment, but to 
&ect your thoughts, to considerations of high and everlasting 
importance. Look around upon this scene of nature. He^ 
who planted these lofty trees, under whose shade you are 
sitting — ^who reared up that mountain, whose summit is lost 
in the clouds — ^who rolls along that emerald stream that 
bathes the mountain's base— w1k> planted yonder sun in the 
firmament of heaven, and covered yonder forest with its foli- 
age, has said, by the mouth of his inspired prophet: 

'< We all decode as a leaf. And again; let not the wUe 
man glory in ht$ msdomy neither let the mighty man glory 
in his might. Let not the rich man glory in his riches; but 
let him that glorieth^ glory in this^ thai he understandeth and 
knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise loving-kind* 
nesSy judgement and righteousness, in the earth. 

" To understand and know God, to be the subject of his 
bving-kindness, and the partaker through Christ of his right- 
eousness, is an attainment infinitely more desirable, than any 
possession of earth. 

" Youthful beauty is r^arded by its young possessw, as 
ft gem of inestimable value. And no one, who has ever 
g«^ upon the finely moulded features, the glowing counte- 
nance, the sparkling eye, the sjrmmetrical form dignified in 
d2 
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its attitude, and graoefiil in all its movementB, can look with 
indifference on these marks of beauty, which the Creator 
sometimes impresses upon the human &oe and fonn* No 
one can question, but that this visible lovdiness, which stands 
oomlMned with one's external existence, is in itself desirable. 
The Creator meant that it should be regarded as a blessing, 
and like every other earthly blessing, £at it should lill tbi 
heart of its possessor with increased gratitude to the source, 
whence it was derived. But this gem has inscribed upon it, 
these monitory words, Look to heaven^ there alone blooms 
immortal beauty. This earthly possession fades like a lea^ 
It la^ but an hour. Its existence Lb as brief and evanescent 
as the spangled dew drops of morning. The very rays of the 
bright luminary which impart to Qiose drops their lustre, 
drink them up* — Disease, death, or continued life itself, 
shakes blight and mildew upon every opening bud of youth« 
fo\ beauty. Even while we are gazing upon the bright vision, 
it vanishes away forever. Who then will be so unwise, as 
to build his ha{^iness on such a foundation t Who will glory 
in the possession of this short lived and quickly fading flow* 
er, and reject the riches of redeeming grace ? 

'' We are told that there is in the youthful bosom a redun- 
dancy of spirits that seeks to expend itself in all the diversi* 
fled amusements of the dance and the song, the gay sallies of 
mirth, and the joyous festivities of the merry meeting.- Every 
benevolent mind must fed a sympathetic tlurob of (klight, in 
witnessing the happiness of others. But every thing which 
excites and exhilarates the spirits, does not bring substantial 
enjoyment. 

• " Just look into some scene of earthly pleasure, where all 
is gay and joyous — where every glowing countenance is 
covered with animaticMi, and every sparkling eye filled with 
rapture. Will that scene last? Look again : the dance is 
finished — the song is ended — the company have separated — 
lassitude and feverish restlessness now sit, like an hateful 
incubus, upon each individual of that haf^y group. Disease 
has fastened upon one of the number : Whither can he now 
turn for relief? The physician tells him his case is hopeless. 
Parents and friends gather around his d3dng couch, and wring 
their hands in despair : The fell destroyer presses on, re- 
gardless of their tears, to overturn and demolish the citadel 
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of life. The shades of ev^iing have gathered around. In 
the sick chamber, all is lonely, and silent, and ntnseless. 
Then conies over the dying one, like a sickly dream, the re- 
collection of that festive night— of those gay and reckless 
scenes of vanity, which the children of pleasure are so 
eager to renew. But O, with what altered feelings are they 
DOW viewed! How worthless do they appear, as the veil is 
lifled up which reveals an untried eternity. How much 
would that dying one now give for a hope in Christ ! 

^^ Again : there is no period in life more interesting, than 
that, in which young h^rts feel the touch of kindrid sympa- 
thies, and are held in union by the rosied wreath of love : 
And there is not on earth a scene more lovely, than that 
which is exhibited in the domestic circle, where are hourly 
exchanged, all the kind and endearing offices that are due be- 
tween husband and wife, parents and children, brothers and 
sisters. This is a scene upon which the benevolent Creator 
must look with approbation. Still, he did not design that 
it ^ould last but a few fleeting days, lest the hearts of the 
sons of men should be turned away from their future resi- 
dence in the skies. 

<< We have se^i the bride, who stood before the altar in all 
the bloom of youth, and with the prospect of many long years 
of happiness befere her, in a few short months, bending with 
sfible weeds over the grave of her wedded lover. 

" We have seen vice working worse and wider ruin than 
death; planting thorns, where hope had seen nothing but 
flowers; leaving in the heart which, a short time before, had 
been the happy seat of love and joy, nothing but blighted af- 
fectio^and grim despair. 

" We have seen families, haj^y in each others' society, 
meeting, day afler day, beneath the same roof, their minds 
and feelings all in unison, and enjoying an intercourse, so 
sweet, affectionate, and heavenly, that their dweUing seemed 
like another paradise. Only a few years elapsed, and the 
drcle was broken up. The hard necessity of uncontrollable 
circumstances placed between them a distance, scarcely less 
than the diameter of the earth. The great destroyer of the 
human race knocked at the door of their distant and separate 
dwe»iings; and the daughter felt not on her forehead, through 
the lingering sickness that preceded dissolution, the soft and 
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ipotUag hand of a tender mother — ^for that hand was alreadj 
cdd in Uie grave. The son sank beneath the ravages of uknt- 
tai disease, but the anxious eye of a fiither kx>ked not cci 
Um— the unwearied afi^ticm of a sister tended not around 
his bed : strangers closed his dying eyes, and his grave is in 
a foreign land. 

'^ And thus I might go on, and show that transitoriness is 
written upon every object of human pofl8e8si<m — that wealth, 
and knowledge, and honor, will all pass away like the morn- 
ing cloud and the early dew. In eternity, the possessor of 
mUlions will have no need of his wealth, nor the- hero of his 
laurels, nor the statesman of his political sci^ice, nor the 
scholar of his erudition, nor the jurist of his legal acquire- 
ments, nor the physician of his medical skill, nor the agricul- 
turist of his knowledge of soib; but the sinner will have infi- 
nite need of Christ and his salvation. Most a^ctionately, 
therefore, would I entreat you to build your hopeB upon nodb- 
ing beneath the skies. Seek first — seek early — seek in the 
May morning of your young being, 'the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, and all other necessary things shall be 
added thereunto.' 

'^ Do you shrink away from the thought of assuming the 
character of a disciple of Christ? Do you imagine that the 
christian has a dull and gloomy life? Do you think it will 
be necessary to mingle in worldly amusements, in ord^ to 
render life tolerable? Do you suppose that God requires 
hard things of those whom he calls to be his children ? I 
might ask, is the language of an eloquent author,* 'Has the 
Creator deah hardly with the papilio, because, in ccoisequ^aoe 
of His ordinance, it changes its nature, ceases to crawl on 
the ground, and mounts alofl in the air, deriving its pleasure 
from a new source ? Has the captive, long a prisoner in the 
Siberian mines, any reason for accusing his sovereign of bar- 
barity, when his chains are knocked ofi*, and he is restored 
to the light of day, and to the pleasures of society on the 
surfece of the earth; because he is now separated from 
those low gratifications to which he was obliged to resort 
£)r want of better, while he was confined in subterranean 
caverns? The objection is built on fidseood; for it supposes 
me things of Uie world to be suited to the Acuities of an iin- 
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mortal mind, which is made for the enjoyment of God, and 
which nothing but God, His favor, and friendship can evcf 
satisfy. — ^But the believer is become, by regeneration, a new 
creature; old things are passed away^ and all things are 
become new. The aspect of all those things, with which he 
has hitherto been conversant, is now changed. The follies 
of the world have lost their power of giving him contentment; 
if, indeed, they can be said to afibrd it to any person. His 
hopes and fears, his desires and aversions, his joys and sor- 
Irows, arise from liew causes, and are directed to new ends. 
What he receives, in lieu of the bubble which he relinquishes, 
is sterling gold. Had the prodigal son any cause of com- 
plaint, when, in consequence of the gracious reception which 
his father gave him, he was no longer under a necessity of 
feeding on husks with the swine which his former master had set 
him to keep t Let the christian, who is enjojdng the privileges 
of his profession, be asked, whether the requisition of renoun- 
cing the world be harsh ; and whether Gk)d, who wiakes it, 
be an Egyptian task-master. He will know how to answer 
the question, by replying, ^lam dead; and my life is hid 
with Christ in GodJ** . 

" Rely upon it, the true christian alone, lives an angelic life 
here below. If you wish for present and eternal happiness, 
seek it in Grod." 

This thrilling appeal produced a deep sensation. The 
whole company returned to their several homes, with good 
and serious impressions on their minds. 

Though Mr. O. V., in his intercourse with this ^y young 
party, certainly acted like a minister of Jesus Christ, I pre- 
sume that the reader will think, that it would have been pru- 
dent for him to have declined the invitation altogether. For 
taking this step, a load of censure was unsparingly heaped 
upon him, and the church of which he was the pastor, was 
denounced as destitute of Piety. 

In relation to worldly conformity, and indulgence in world- 
ly amusements, ministers and christians, in the view of the 
Author, cannot use too much caution. The rule is a good 
* one, never to go to any scene, or place, where Jesus Christ 
would not be a welcome guest. 

The idea of mixmg with the giddy and frivolous, in all 

* CoL III. oh. a. 
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their varied rounds of amus^nent, to exert a restrainiDg iik* 
fluenoe upcm them, and show them that religion is not gloomj, 
is ahundantly prepo6t^x>us« They who tt^e this course, are 
ahnost always borne along with the current, and led to par- 
ticipate in all the extravagance and worldliness of those who 
are <^ lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God." There is 
not one instance in a hundred, where even the christian min- 
ister, in such a scene, can cause those around him to remem« 
ber, that his great business is, to win souls to Christ Were 
ministers able to do this, and were it considered decorous to 
speak of eternal things, in those fashionable circles, where 
their presaace is now frequently sought — ^were they to go 
with the spirit, and decision, and fearlessness c^ young O. V., 
they would soon cease to be welcome guests in those circles. 
The leaaoa that their society is now sought, is, that there is 
a tacit understanding, that they will not open their lips on the 
subject of Christ, and his salvation. 

If worldliness is to be shut out from the church — if Zion 
is to stand, like a city upon a hill, full of light and glory, 
then all the professed people of God must be willing to be 
nngular — ^must be willing to ^* come out and be teparate 
from the world.^^ We cannot be true disciples of Chrmt, un« 
less we are willing to take up our cross and follow Ifim.— 
And my earnest prayer to God in behalf of Zkm is, that 
there may be amcHig professing christians, an increased wil- 
lingness to give up all for Chrut, and have for the one great 
object for m^ich they live-— the gkwy of God. 
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3HAPTER III. 



A GLANOS AT EION. 



** I loYe to know that not alone 

I meet the battle's angiy tide; 
That tainted myriads from their throne 

Descend to eombat at mj side: 
Mine is no solitary choice, 

See here, the seal of saints impressed; 
The prayer of millions swells my Toaee, 

The mind of ages fills my breast" 

CuinmrGHAJC 

Bunyan's idea of the christian church is not only striking 
but just — a place for shelter and refreshment to the wear^ 
filgrimj on his way to the Celestial City* In that inimitaUe 
work. The Pilgrim^ s Progress, when Christian was well 
nigh crushed to the earth, under the recollection of his for- 
mer miscarriages — ^when he was in the very act of "ac- 
knowledging and bewailing his manifold sins and wicked- 
ness — and ^ remembrance of those sins was grievous unto 
him, and the burthen of them intolerable,"* he lifted up his 
eyes and behold, there was a very lately palace before him, 
the name of which was Beautifuly and it stood just by the 
high'Way side,'\ This house was built by the Lord of the 
hiUy and built for the relief and security of (nlgnms. In it. 
Christian found the rest he needed. He was lodged in a lai^ 
upper room, whose window qpened towards the sim rising. 
" The name of the chamber was Peace, where he slept Si 
break of day, and liien he awoke and sung, 

«* Where am I DOiw! is this the liyve and earo 

Of Jesus for the men diat pilgrims are, 

Thas to proride! That I should be forgiren 

And dwdl already the next door to Heaten !" 

Had weBunyan's graphic power, we would instantly tiant 

* Communion aenriee of the Episcopal Church, 
t Bonyan's Pilgrim's Progress. 
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port the reader to some such chamber as that in which Pil- 
grim was lodged, whose window looked out over the towers, 
and palaces, and bulwarks of Zion: or to the top of that 
stately palace, where he beheld the delectable mowUains^ 
which were a part of Emanucrs land, and were beautified 
with woods and vineyards, and every description of fruits; 
with perennial flowers, and orchards, and fountains of water* 
But as we possess no such magic gifl, we must be content to 
go along in the plain beaten path, which leads round about 
Zion, and form our (pinion of diis mountain of the Lord, 
from the successive views which we take of it. 

As I have alluded to Bunyan's Christian, in his journey to 
Mount Zion, I will add, that what he saw m his walk, may 
help us to form some idea of what we ought to look for, in 
our proposed ramble* 

May the Lord grant that our walk may resemble that of 
Christian and his friends, "when their way lay just upon the 
bank of the river of life. There they walked with great de- 
tight. They drank also of the water of the river, which was 
pleasant, and enlivening to thdr iveary spints. Oil the banks 
of the river on either side, were green trees for all manner of 
fhiit; on either side of the river, was also a meadow curi- 
ously beautified with lillies, and it was green all the year 
iong. ' In this meadow, they lay down and slept; finr Jieie 
^ey might lie down safely. When they awoke, they gather- 
^ again of the fruit of the trees, and drank again of tibe wa^ 
ter of the river, and then lay down again to sle^. Thus 
they did several days and nights. — ^Th^ they sang:-*— 

Bdiald je, hov thew ciyttal streams do glide. 

To comfort Pilgrims by the highway side. 

The meadows green, besides their fragrant smell, 

Yield dalntiet for them: and he that ean tell 

What pleasant fruit, yea, leaves, these trees do 'yield. 

Will soon sell all, that he may buy this field." 

Our humble prayer to God for the leader and ourselves is, 
that while we attempt to walk about Zion, we may be led by 
the great Shepherd of Israel; and that whatever may be the 
xeemt of this waUc, m-c may be able at every step in our fli- 
taxe pilgrimage, to say wim one of <Ad — ne Lord u my 
shepherd : I^uiUnot want. He maJceth meioUe doton in 
greenpMures; he leadeth me hmde the MliU waters. Ht 
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restaretk my soul ; he leadeth me in the path ^ righteout' 
nessfar his name sake* 

It has been already intiinated, that it was not our design to 
follow any preconcerted or systematic plan in the walk be- 
fore usy but to enter just such avenues, and pursue just such 
paths, as happened at the moment to be open before us, still, 
however, keeping on in our course round about Zion^ till we 
had seen her towers, and palaces, and bulwarks, from so 
many points, that we might form a just and true idea of the 
whole, and tell it to the generation following. 

If, in the view of any, it be considered a defect in the pre- 
sent work, that the various subjects touched upon, are not 
discussed with any special reference to dialectical order, it 
may also, perhaps, be regarded as an advantage that will, in 
some measure, compensate for this defect, that the materials, 
of which this volume is composed, coming from several dif- 
ferent pens, and written in the familiar style of epistolary 
communication, will have something of the ease and freeness 
of colloquial discourse. 

The following communication will call the attention of 
the reader to several points of interest, which it will be our 
business to examine and survey more minutely, as we pass 
on, and look at them from other positions. This letter was 
written by an Episcopal Clergyman to a friend, attached to 
another denominatipn, who had requested of him some ac- 
count of the Episcopal Church: 

"Dear Friend: 

In reply to your communication, requesting of me some 
account of the peculiarities of the Episcopal Church, and 
proposing several queries in relation to its scriptural charac- 
ter, I would say, that it gives me great pleasure to furnish 
you with the information you desire. But before I touch on 
the subject of the Episcopal Church, let me look up to our 
great and adorable Redeemer, and entreat him to illumine my 
understanding with the brightness of his own eternal truth, 
and to fill my heart with the influence of his holy spirit — ^that 
my perceptions may not be clouded by prejudice, nor TUJ 
feelings emlnttered by bigot|y-^that in this whole communi- 
cation, I may not write a line or word. 



•• That dying, I would with to blot •' 

E 
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I am aware how apt, even good and holy men are, in vin- 
dicating their own peculiar denominational views, to beoOTae 
inflam^ with a spurit of sectarianism. How well it would 
be, if all ministers were living so contuiually jinder the sweety 
gentle, serene breathings of the Holy Spirit, hat what is said 
of Archbishop Leighton could be affirmed of them. Sudl 
was his kindness, and gentleness, and tenderness of heart 
and manners, that it is said, ^' He wotdd not have handled a 
rose 'bud too roughly; a terrified bird wotdd have jlovm to 
his bosom.^^ Oh ! that we had among us vastly more nu- 
merous and multiplied exhibitions of such patience, meekness, 
compassion, and sweet and a^ctionate mildness ! But how 
often, when we begin to speak of our own particular church, 
does a deadly blight come over all the kindly feelings of the 
heart — and flie lovely spirit of the gospel droops and expires 
beneath the scorching heat of sectarian zeal ! I have often 
witnessed, and wept over, instances of this kind. I have 
been shocked to see those who ministered at the altar, dese- 
crating the sanctuary of God by the violence of sectarian 
feeling, and by thundering forth, from amid sacred things, war 
and wrath upon their christian brethren w-ho differed from 
them in some minor and unessential points: and the thought 
then occurred to me— how very different will those men feel, 
when they come to stand before the bar of Christ! 

I fully believe there is an essential and everlasting diffe. 
rence between truth and error, and that all christians ought 
to contend earnestly for the truth. Yet should they seek to 
do it in a spirit of love and kindness towards those who hold » 
error. My earnest prayer to God is, that I may say nothing 
in this communication that will savor of sectarian bigotry. 

I am an Episcopalian; and one from conscientious convic- 
tion. I am just as much convinced that the primitive church 
was Episcopal, as that the church was established at Jerusa- 
lem, Antioch, and Ephesus. In my view, the whole testimony 
of antiquity is on this side of the question. But were not this 
the case, had the Episcopal Church no better claim to an 
apostolic origin than other protestant churches, I should be an 
Episcopalian. 

- The idea is rife in some places, and with some people, that 
Episcopalians, and especially the more spiritual part of them, 
«re really ashamed of many things connected with their 
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church, but that they continue to adhere to those things be- 
cause they are so time-honored, and bear upon them the 

sacred seal of antiquity. The idea is indeed current among 
many, that the only defence that Episcopalians think of set- 
ting up for their church, is its antiquity. Now let me say, 
that these ideas are wide from the truth. Were it revealed 
from Heaven, that Christ did not establish in the beginning, any 
particular form of church government — that he left it to the 
cjiristians of each age, to give it what form they thought most 
expedient, Episcopalians would, nevertheless, give a decided 
preference to the present form of their church, over all others. 
They believe that, on the ground of mere expediency, the 
very best mode of propagating Christianity in the world, is 
through a christian body constituted as the Episcopal Church 
is. 

I will presently glance at some of the peculiarities of our 
church, and give you a reason for them. Let me first, how- 
ever, remove from your mind some false impressions that 
may be there. To form an idea of what the Episcopal Church 
is, you must not receive this or that man's opinion, whether 
he calls himself an Episcopalian or not, but you must learn, 
what the Church is, by consulting her Article Sj Homilies^ 
Prayer-Booky and Canons* — These are her standards. Va- 
rious objections are often raised against the church, based 
upon entirely false premises. I will briefly advert to some 
of these. 

1. You may have heard it said that the church is opposed 
to prayer-meetings; or at all events, to the use of extemporary 
prayer in social meetings. 

This is not so. The church has never legislated upon this 
subject. She goes upon the liberal principle of allowing her 
ministers to pursue that course in relation to this matter, 
which they think will tend most to spiritual advancement, 
and the cultivation of a sound and enlightened piety. 

Bishop Griswold, in his " Remarks on Prayer Meetings" — 
a work well worthy of an attentive perusal, on account of 
the candor and delightful christian spirit, that pervade it, 
says — "Laymen may conscientiously, with the rules and 
usages of Episcopalians, pray before any number of people 
in public or in private. If a clergyman be present, they 
should not lead the devotion in a church, or In a prayer meet 
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log, but at his request, or with his approbation. Their pray, 
ing in these meetings extempore is no infringement of any 
rubric or canon. There are, frequently, occasions when 
propriety, and the interests of religion, and the honor of the 
church, all require that other prayers than those in our Pray- 
er Book, should be used."* — ^These last remarks of course 
apply to other occasions than those of ordinary public tDorship. 

Some Episcopal clergymen do, undoubtedly, sincerely 
think, that prayer meetings are attended with many evils, 
and they, of course, oppose the introduction of them into 
the^ own churches. 

Others there are, who believe that they are a powerful 
means of keeping alive a spirit of piety and zeal among the 
members of the church. They, therefore, do all that they can in 
their own congregation to countenance and encourage prayer 
meetings. 

Thus, the church wisely leaves this matter to the discretion 
of every minister, taking it for granted, that he will act 
conscientiously, and do wnat he supposes will tend most to 
the glory of God, and the good of souls. 

The same remark may be made in relation to the use of 
extemporary prayer in social meetings. — Some prefer a form, 
and others think that the ends of devotion on these occasions, 
can be attained by giving utterance to their thoughts in the 
words that present themselves to their minds at the moment. 
I might adduce numerous instances, where clergymen of the 
Episcopal Church, who were thoroughly attached to the Litur- 
gy, have been in the habit of promoting prayer meetings, 
in which the services were conducted altogether without a 
form. A case in point now occurs to me, and will illuj- 
trate my meaning. The biographer of Dr. Bedell, " whose 
praise is in all the churches," remarks of this distinguished 
and worthy minister of our church, that " no clergyman 
of the church more highly valued the Liturgy than he, and 
no one could be more regular in its use, as the form of 
public worship for the church. But, upon private occa- 
sions, and in meetings for social worship, he felt himself at 
liberty, and this liberty he always used, to lead the worship 
of others without a form." 

* Remarks on Prayer meetings, p. 61. Sc3 also chap. 7th, 8tb, and 9ck. 
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In connecdon with this remark, his biographer mentions 
the fi>llowing incident : — ^' In the last puUic address which 
Dr. Bedell ever delivered at the meeting of any benevolent 
society, he ofifered the ibllowing resolution, the occasion be- 
ing the meeting of the Bishop White Prayer Book Society :— 
'^Resolved, that the lapse of ages has but tended to strength- 
en the conviction, that the Prayer Book is one of the distin- 
guished excellencies of the church, to which, under God, is 
maLoly attributable her remarkable exemption from false doc- 
trine, heresy, and schism, in times past; and her prospect of 
unity, peace, and concord, for the time to come." In the 
course of his remarks. Dr. Bedell said: 

'^ I have no objections to social prayer meetings, and ex- 
temporaneous prayer ; but I have one curious incident to re- 
late. A Presb)rterian gentleman from Rochester, was once 
at a prayer meeting at my lecture room, and subsequently 
said tome, 

*I have attended several prayer meetings of Episcopalians, 
and I do think that those who are pious in the Episcopal 
church, pray better than any people I have ever heani.' 

"Shall I tell you my answer: 

*My dear sir,' said I, 'Episcopalians have been so much 
m the habit of praying in the language of the Prayer Book, 
that they cannot make bad prayers.' And this is a fact. It 
is more difficult for a pious Episcopalian to make a bad pray- 
er than a good one. Now, on all these grounds, this resolu- 
tion expresses my feelings, and I heartily rejoice at the es- 
tablishment of this society. I want to see the Prayer Book 
in the hands of all. It recommends our church where she is 
not known, and makes her more loved where she is already 
known." 

You see, therefore, my dear friend, that while we are 
greatly attached to our Liturgy, we are not so exclusive as 
to reject, or decline using, extemporaneous prayer upon pri- 
vate occasions, and in meetings for social worship. 

2. It is very possible you may have heard it objected to 
the Episcopal church, that she is opposed to revivals. 

This is not true. You know that during the last ten 
years, there have been throughout the land, great reli- 
gious excitements. In relation to many of these excite- 
mentSy there has prevailed among christians of every de. 

b2 
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nomination, a diversity of (pinion. Some have supposed 
them the result of mere human management, and that the 
Spirit of God had little or nothing to do with them. Others 
have conscientiously believed that they were the work of God; 
but, like all other matters where human agents are employ- 
ed, that they had connected with them, more or less of 
che alloy of human imperfection. The members and minis- 
ters of the Episcopal church, like the christians of other de- 
nominations, have entertained a diversity of opinion on this 
subject. 

To set this matter, however, in its true light, it may be 
well to state in this connection what we mean by a rmool. 
This term is sometimes erroneously applied to an excitement 
produced, not by the power of divine truth, but by artificial 
stimuli applied to the imagination and the passions. — Su(^ 
an excitement could not be expected to result either in tem- 
porary or permanent good. I therefore need hardly add, 
that by a revival, we do not mean such a state of excitement. 

Dr. Sprague, a Presbyterian Divine, in his lectures upon 
Revivals, remarks that, 

" A revival of religion is a revival of scripture knowledge, 
of vital piety, of practical obedience." He also adds that 
"the term is intended to be applied, in a general sense, to de- 
no*e the improved religious state of a congregation, or of 
some other community. Wherever you see religion rising 
up from a state of comparative depressicm to a tone of in- 
creased vigor and strength; wherever you see professing 
christians becoming more faithful to their obligations, and be- 
hold the strength of the church increased by fresh accessions 
of piety from the world, there is a state of things which you 
need not hesitate to denominate a revival of religion." 

Bishop Mcllvaine remarks, " that one of the great consti- 
tuents and blessings of a genuine revival, is the conversion 
of sinners. But it is not the only object ; though too much 
treated as if it were. The other is, the quickening of the 
people of God to a spirit and waller becoming the gospeV* 

Dr. Alexander of Princeton, describes a pure revival as 
being accompanied by such a state of religious feeling, that 
"the word of God distills upon the mind like the gentle 
rain, and the Holy Spirit comes down like the dew, difRising 
a blessed influence on all around. Such a revival afl^nk th 
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most beautiful sight ever seen upon earth. Its aspect gives 
us a lively idea of what will be the general state of things is 
the Latter Day Glory y and some faint image of the heavenly 
state. The impression on the minds of the jpeople in such a 
work, is the exact counterpart of the truth, just as the im- 
pression on the wax corresponds to the seal. The convic- 
tions of sin are deep and humbling : the justice of God- in the 
condemnation of the sinner is felt and acknowledged; every 
other refuge but Christ is abandoned ; the heart is first made 
to feel its own impenetrable hardness ; but, when least ex- 
pected, it dissolves under a grateful sense of Credo's goodness 
and Christ's love; light breaks in upon the soul either by a 
gradual dawning, or by a sudden flash ; Christ is revealed 
through the gospel, and a firm, and, oflen, a joyful confi- 
dence of salvation through him, is produced ; a benevolent, 
forgiving, meek, humble, and contrite spirit predominates — 
the love of Grod is shed abroad — ^and with some, joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory, fills the soul. A spirit of devotion is 
enkindled. The word of God becomes exceedingly precious. 
Prayer is the exercise in which the soul seems to be in its 
proper element, because by it, God is approached, and his 
presence felt, and beauty seen ; and the new-born soul lives 
by breathing after the knowledge of God, after communion 
with Gk)d, and after conformity to his will. Now also, 
springs up in the soul an inextinguishable desire to promote 
the glory of Grod, and to bring all men to the knowledge of 
the truth, and, by that means, to the possession of eternal 
life. — ^The sincere language of the heart is, 'Lord, what 
wouldst thou have me to do?'" 

In contrast with this delightful state of things, I will here 
call your attention to a description of one of those excite- 
ments, to which the name of revival is sometimes erroneously 
applied. The sketch is from the pen of one of the most evan- 
gelical men of the age, the present Bishop of Ohio. 

"Great scandal has been raised by indiscretion, and what 
I cannot call by any Fighter name than fraud, on the part of 
some seekers of a revival. — ^The agency of the Holy Spirit, 
as the beginnmg and ending, has been, almost or entirely, set 
aside. A revival has been represented and sought for, as an 
article of manufacture, for which you have only to set the 
machinery, and raise the steam of excitement, caring little 
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with what fuel, and converts will he made to hand. Artih 
ees to catch ti^ attention ; devices to entrap the careless; r^ 
resentations to create impressions ; an eza^rated style ot 
preaching to produce alarm, to shake suspicious hopes, and 
raise a state of general excit^nent, no matter of what kind, 
so that it brings people to hear, have in some cases been put 
into requisition, over which truth, and rever^ioe, and hunuli- 
ty, and faith must weep, and which have done more to in- 
jure revivals in certain places, than all the direct oppositkni 
of coldness and unbelief. When the world and slumbering 
Christians see these things, it is not strange that they should 
speak against revivals. Blessed be God, these things art 
not characteristic of revivals of religioHj but only of some 
minds associated with that name. In the great majority of 
what have been called by this name, they have not appeared, 
or have been only very partial exceptions to the general 
rule." 

The Bishop adds, in the conclusion of his letter to Dr. 
Sprague, '^The dangers and cautions I have suggested, arise 
out of the power and eminent value of the spirit of revivals. 
I owe too much of what I hope for, as a christian, and what 
I have been blessed with, as a minister of the Gospel, not to 
think most highly of the eminent importance of promoting 
this spirit, and, consequently, of guarding it against all abuses. 
Whatever I possess of religion, b^an in a revival. The most 
precious, steadfast, and vigorous fruits of my ministry, have 
been the fruits of revivals. I believe the spirit of re- 
vivals, in the true sense, was the simple spirit of the re- 
ligion of Apostolic times; and will be more and more the 
characteristic of these times as the day of the Lord draws 
near."* 

You see, from these extracts, what I mean by a revival- 
cm increased interest tn, and attention to^ the subject of re* 
ligion through a congregation or community^ produced by 
the power of the Holy Spirit^ operating through instrument 
talitiesy ordained or sanctioned by the Gospel^ which God 
sees fit to employ and bless* 

After this explanation, I feel bound to affirm, that in refer- 
wice to the subject of a revival of religion, whatever any par- 
ticular individual within the pale of the Episcopal communkm 

* Bpn^e'i Leetaret on Remals. 
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may say to the contrary, the great design of the Episcopal 
church, in all her services, as may be readily seen by exam- 
ining the Prayer Book and Homilies, is to promote a contin- 
ued revival of religion. In illustration of this remark, just 
glance your eye over the exhortation, addres^d by the Bish- 
op, to those who present themselves before him as candidates 
for priest's orders. "Wherefore consider with yourselves the 
end of the ministry towards the children of God — towards 
the spouse and body of Christ, and see that you never cease 
your labor, your care and diligence, until you have done all 
that lieth in you, according to your bounden duty, to bring 
all such as are, or shall be committed to your charge, unto 
that agreement in the faith, and knowledge of God, and to that 
ripeness and perfectness of age in Christ, that there be no 
place left among you, either for error in religion, or for vi- 
ciousness in life." — ^This is the solemn charge which every 
minister receives previous to being invested with the priestly 
office. And you can well see, that if in every instance this 
exhortation were adhered to, there would be a systematic 
course of efforts unceasingly put forth to promote a continued 
revival of religion in all our churches. And I have great 
pleasure in saying, and would here record it, "to the praise 
of the glory of God's grace," that within the last three years, 
in a circle of sixteen Episcopal churches, in which my parish 
is situated, there have been, with two or three exceptions, re- 
vivals of religion in each one of these churches ; and one of 
these has added, within that time, nearly three hundred mem- 
bers. 

3. Again, you may have heard it said, by way of objection 
to the Episcopal church, that she does not approve of Bible 
Societies, nor participate in the great benevolent operations of 
the day. 

This too is a mistake. It is true, the Episcopal church 
has not legislated in reference to this matter, but left her sons 
to follow the promptings of christian benevolence. 

Some Episcopalians think it better to unite in Bible and 
Tract Societies, composed entirely of their own denomina- 
tion. Others think that more good can be accomplished by 
throwing their influence and pecuniary means into the great 
national societies. Hence we find the names of some of ouf 
Bishops among the supporters and offioerR of societies auxiV 
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iary to the American Bible Society. And again we find 
others directing the operations of associations made up ex- 
clusively of Episcopalians, banded together for the expresf 
object of giving more extensive circulation to the word of 
God. In reference to the path of duty in these matters, the 
injunction of the Church is, "Let every one be fully per- 
suaded in his own mind." 

Upon the subject of missionary efforts, I must confess with 
shame, that, as a churc.i, we have not done what we ought to 
have done. While our Prayer Book has ever been bretOhing 
forth a most holy and expansive missionary spirit, somehow 
or other we have not, till of late, inhaled that heavenly breath 
but slumbered on insensible to our obligations to the pagan 
world. But the cry of six hundred millions of Heathen, 
perishing for lack of knowledge, has broken upon our ear. 
Several students in our theological seminaries stand pledged 
to go upon foreign missions. Already have two ministers of 
our church embarked for the shores of China. And two of 
our missionaries have, several years since, planted the ban- 
ner of the cross amid the ruins of Grecian glory, — and are 
now "teaching and preaching Jesus Christ," upon those 
classic grounds, where once stood the proudest temples of 
Heathenism.* 

4. Again: You may also have heard it said, that the 
Episcopal church does not hold to a change of heart — ^that 
there is no vital piety, or true spirituality in the bosom of her 
children — and that her ministers do not preach the Gk)spel, 
but merely dole out cold, dry, prosing essays upon morality. 

Now, I have no doubt that the course in many instances 
pursued by members and ministers of the Episcopal church, 
has furnished too just grounds for this allegation. But oh! 
what a departure every such instance was, from the spirit 
and standards of the church ! And you might just as well 
condemn Christianity unheard and unexamined, because the 
Papists fell into all the monstrous errors which characterize 

*lt maj now also be added, that at our late general ConTention 18S5, 
the work of missions was declared to be the appropriate business of the 
ehurch. Resolutions were passed declaring the church to be a missiona- 

2r society, and every one wimin her communion, a member of the mis* 
onary society, and bound by the most sacred obligations to engage hear* 
lily and figorously in tlus i 
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the pseudo-form of Christianity which they have adopted, as 
condemn the Episcopal church because some of her minis- 
ters and members have so sadly departed from the spirit of 
her standards — ^retaining the form of godliness while they de- 
nied the power thereof. I would ask, is it not so in all 
churches ? Were it necessary, I think I could show, that the 
Episcopal church is not peculiar in this. We mourn over 
tl^se things in our Zion, and thank God that a better day has 
begun to dawn upon us. 

There has existed a special reason for this deadness in the 
Episcopal church. This church sprung from the Church of 
England. It was established in this country by the En- 
lish. Consequently all the evils, incident to a union be- 
tween church and state, were transplanted along with it. The 
moment the American Revolution broke us loose from the 
mother country, however, causes were put in operation to 
liberate us from those evils, which were manifestly incidentaL 
Though in some parts of the country, even to the present 
time, a coldness and deadness have been perpetuated and 
have continued to sit upon our Zion like the incubus of death, 
yet now, almost every where, the church is throwing off eve- 
ry symptom of apathy, and putting on the vestments <rf 
strength, and standing up in the energy with which she was 
clad in the days of the Reformation, when she was baptised 
in blood, and placed herself in the thickest of the battle in 
protesting against papal usurpation. Every one now begins 
to see that £e principles of our church are in most delightful 
harmony with the principles of a republican government 

But I will glance at each one of the particulars contained 
in the objection. 

First J as to unsoundness in our views on the subject of a 
change of heart. No one can read our Articles or Prajrer 
Book and think &r a moment that there is the slightest foun- 
dation for such an accusation. If the necessity of a change of 
heart be not taught in the Prayer Book, it is not taught in the 
Bible. 

Secondly J as to a want of vital piety and spiritual religion 
in the hearts of our communicants, — a word here may not be 
amiss. I fear we do indeed fall far short of the requisitions 
of the Gospel. I see it, and mourn over it in myself and my 
people. Oh! that we did live nearer to God! Oh! that wt 
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had more of the spirit of Christ! I hope ail other churchfli 
have far more of that heavenly s|Hrit than we have. It 
would give me real pleasure to find among them more sjHritu 
ality, more heavenly mindedness, moredevotedness to Christ 
than can be found within the pale of our communion. Bui 
as far as my acquaintance extends, I am led to think that wa 
are not alone in these sad spiritual declensions. I see pre- 
cisely the same thin^ to lament among christians of othor 
churches. Their ministers makecomplaint of, and mourn overt 
the same evils. I fear, that in this matter, we have none of 
us any thing of which to boast. 

Andfjinalljfy as to the n^lect of clear exhibitions of Gos* 
pel \raih on the part of those who dispense the word^— I have 
no doubt there have been some grounds for this accusation in 
times past. The doctrines of the cross in some congrega- 
tions were not preached, and, very likely, were but imperfect- 
ly understood by those who attempted to guide lost and ^r- 
ing sinners to heaven. There may be i^vidual instancea 
where this is even now the case; where mea^ wearing the sa- 
cied vestments, are '^ blind leaders of the blind.^ And I 
{^resume that there is not a denomination of christians in the 
world, of which the same thing may not be affirmed. Such 
instances are truly melancholy, wherever they occur. I, my- 
weAfy have sometimes been to the sanctuary, and heard, from 
the lips of him who professed to be an eunbassador fer Christ, 
nothing about Christ or salvation. What did I say? I am 
mistaken. The semum had not a solitary ray of light re* 
fleeted from the cross, but the prayers that preceded it, wero 
full of Him who wom crucified on Calvary • Episcopalians 
have an antidote by which they can counteract the dead^iing 
influence of such spiritless pulpit exercises. They open their 
prayer book, and immediately feel refreshed. The strains of 
devotion that they find there, have an unction from the Holy 
One. Every word is instinct with spiritual life. 

Such a style of preaching as that just adverted to, is at per- 
fect antipodes with the doctrines and spirit of every part of 
our Etuigy. That is fUU of experimental religion — ^fuU of 
Christ — full of the doctrines of grace— full of the breathings 
of the Holy Spirit. So true is this, that we have known in- 
stances whe|re persons have been converted, and led to tho 
adoption of correct doctrinal views, with no other sanctuary 
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privileges, than our spiritual liturgy read by a ^ blind leader 
of the blind.' The Episcopal Service not only teaches the 
truth, but indirectly pronounces a most severe rebuke, and 
stem reprimand upmi the man who reads it, if aflerwards in 
his pulpit exercises he fails to proclaim the whole counsel d 
Grod. Only think of a dull, prosing preacher, first giving 
utterance to the rich, and spiritual, and highly evangelic^ 
strains of devotion embodied in our Liturgy, and then doling 
out to the people his jejune, miserable, moral essays 1 Why— - 
the contrast would be such that no one could fail to observe 
the di^rencel 

5. And finally, you have probably heard it charged upon 
the Episcopal church, that she has strong afiinities drawing 
her towards the Romish church. But let the well known 
Cad stand forth in bold relief, that no church in Christendom 
has protested against the usurpations of the papal hierarchy, 
with a more steady and unyielding testimony, or at greater 
'expense, than the Episcopal church. Hundreds of her no- 
blest sons have sealed their testimony with their blood. Can 
it be said in view of such men as Cranmer, Latimer, and 
Ridley, going to the stake to maintain protestant principles, 
that the Episcopal church, favors papal Rome? Let tfioae 
who thus impugn the church, look into her Articles and her 
Homilies, and see if there be one of the protestant churches 
that has taken such high and decided ground against the pes- 
tiferous doctrines of Rome, as the Episcopal church. Her 
very frame-work* must be taken down, and her institutions 
annihilated, before she can assimilate with that mother of 
abominations, whose character has been delineated with such 
wonderful accuracy by the pen of inspiration. 

I wished to call your attention to some of these popular ob- 
jections, and to dispose of them before I attempted to give 
you even a cursory view of the frame-work and peculiarities 
of the Episcopal church. I wish you to understand, howev- 
er, most distinctly, that we have no desire to exalt the church 
above the Saviour. We love her for no other reason than 
because we love Christ, and firmly believe this church is truly 

• See the 6th, 11th, 14th, IHth, 19th, SSd, 24di, 25th, 38th, 39th, SOth. 
Sltt, SSd Articles of the Episcopal Church, aU of which tre eoostraeted 
vith a special njference to counteract some error of- Poperj. 
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his spouse. Those institutions and arrangements ocxmected 
with the church, which are of human appcnntment, unques- 
tionably partake more or less of human imperfection. Her 
members and ministers are only frail men, and are, unques- 
tionably, as liable to go astray as other christians. I ask you 
to judge of the church from an examinaticm of her stan- 
dards. 

If she does not hold all the great doctrines of the cross in 
their integrity — ^if she does not exalt the Saviour, and make 
him all in all — if she does not place before her children a 
high standard of holiness — ^if she is not obviously that church 
which Christ bought with his blood, then I will not ask you 
to give to her any countenance. But if the Episcopal church 
can bear the test of the most rigid examination, and com- 
mend herself more and more to mose who will take the trou- 
ble to look into her peculiarities, I am sure you will not re- 
gret the trouble of the investigation to which I invite you. 

I will now proceed to give you a cursory view of the dis- * 
tinctive features of our church, and leave you to judge wheth- 
er we can claim for it a scriptural and apostolic origin or not.** 

The conclusion of this communication will be found in the 
next chapter. 
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CHAPTER IV 



A FANOBAMIC VIEW OF ZION 



At last a voice all still and small. 
Rose sweetly on the ear, 
Yet rose so dear and shrill, that all 
In Heaven and EUirth might hear. 
It spoke of peace, it spoke of love. 
It spoke as angels speak above. 
And God Himself was here: 
For oh! it was a Father's voice 
* That bade his trembling world rejoice. 

There is something striking, and peculiarly instructive ia 
Elijah's interview with God at Horeb. The Lord passed by. 
But He was not in the strong tDind, that rent the moun- 
tains, and brake in pieces the rocks; nor in the earthquake^ 
that shook the mighty fabric of nature to its centre. He was 
not in the sheet ^ xitid fiame that shot across the troubled 
sky; but his approach was betokened by Hhe still small 
voiceJ*^ 

Living in an age distinguished by the din and noise of ac- 
tion, and surrounded by numbers who seem to have a passion 
for continued excitement, and who, in reference to thrilling 
sensations of some sort, like ^Hhe horse'leach^s daughters^ 
are ever crying^ give^ ^«>«/'* we have the more reason to 
read over frequently, and meditate profoundly upon this ac- 
count of the Prophet's interview with the Most High.f To 
the class of persons above referred to, who are ceaselessly 
seeking for something of an exciting character, we can promise 
nothing very inviting in the present chapter. The view to which 
we design to direct the eye of the reader, is not one that will 
be likdy to strike powerfiilly the attention of those who run 

• Prov. xxr, 15. 

I 1 Kings xiz, 11, 15. 
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rapidly over each group of objects, and never pause to studg 
or consider their separate parts. 

I would also remark that, in a panoramic delineation, no 
one ought to expect to behold individual objects with the same 
minute distinctness, with which they would be seen, were 
they viewed separately and by themselves. Hence, the head- 
ing of this chapter should not lead the reader to anticipate that 
any thing more than a cursory view of the principle towers, 
and bulwarks, and palaces of Zion will be obtained fiom this 
point. Or, in other words, he should not expect to find in 
tb's chapter any thing more than a brief notice of the promi- 
nent doctrines held by the Episcopal church; together with 
some account of her ministry, discipline, and mode of wor- 
ship. These are her towers, and palaces, and battlements. 
Let it be distinctly understood, however, that Christ is the 
only high tower to which we resort for eternal safety. The 
Prayer Booky which is full of Christ, we do indeed regard as 
one of Zion's strong bulwarks— <Ae doctrines of graces as 
her beautiful palaces — and Episcopacy, as a mighty bastion, 
to ward off the first assaults of radicalism and insubordina- 
tion, that disorder and misrule may not rush in like a fiood, 
to destroy the harmony and mar the beauty of the whole scene. 
The view we purpose here to give to the reader will be spread 
before him by means of the continuation of the letter with 
which the last chapter was principally occupied. It will be 
recollected at the close of that chapter, the writer avowed the 
purpose of proceeding to a direct exposition of the peculiar 
features of the Episcopal church. The letter thus proceeds: 

"I know of no way in which I can do this so well, as by 
giving you the substance of a sermon which I heard a few 
years since. The circumstances under which I heard it were 
peculiar. It was in one of the vernal months, when the 
whole face of nature appeared clothed in the richest vefdure, 
and the tenants of the grove sent forth a tide of melody, that 
seemed to make a firesh demand upon every passer by, to 
lift up his heart to God with new emotions of adoration and 
love, that I was privileged to make an excursion into the coun- 
try to attend the consecration of a Church. The newly 
finished sanctuary had been erected by a farming commu 
nity, and stood in one of the sweetent spots I ever beheld 
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The summit of a fine swdl of land which overlooked on the 
one side a beautiful bay, and on the other, a far extended 
landscape had been selected as the site of this house* which 
had been built to the Lord. The edifice itself was a small 
Gothic building, neatly finished, and now about to bo se' 
apart to the worship of Almighty God. It was a delight* 
ful spectacle on the present occasion, to see the congregation 
coming from every direction, wending their way to the house 
of God. The sanctuary was soon fUled to overflowing, and 
the religious services commenced, which seemed more than 
ordinaiSy appropriate on the present occasion. I suppose you 
are aware that in the Episcopal church, it is customary to 
consecrate the house to the Most High as soon as it is entered. 
The first thing we do, afier having crossed the threshold, is 
to take possession of the building in the name of the God of 
Israel. The consecration service is very impressive. By 
means of it, a deep solemnity was evidently spread over the 
minds of the whole assembled audience. The effect was in- 
creased by the ordinary liturgical service that followed. Sel- 
dom have I seen a congr^ation apparently better prepared 
to listen to the preached word. The messenger of the Lord, 
who now stood up to address the attentive assembly, was in 
appearance, and intellectual power, no ordinary man. It 
would have feasted your soul even to have looked upon him. 
With a form erect and manly, with « hair white as the driven 
snow' and a countenance on which was written, in lines that 
could not be mistaken, an expression of meekness, and gen- 
tleness, and lamb-like submission, and burning love for im- 
mortal souls, he would have reminded you of John, * the dis' 
ciple whom Jesus loved ;' And as he proceeded, you could 
not have refrained from thinking of Cowper's beautiful de. 
scription — 

« There stands the messen^ of truth: there stands 
The legate of the skies! His theme divine, 
• His office sacred, his credentials clear. 
By him the violated law speaks out 
Its thunders; and by him, in strains as sweet 
As angels use, the Grospel whispers peace. 
He establishes the strong, restores the weak, 
Reclaims the wanderer, binds the broken heart. 
And armed himself in panoply complete 
Of Heavenly temper, furnishes with arms 
Brieht as his own, and trains by every rule 
Of holy discipline to glorious war. 
The sacramental ho A of God's Elect »» 
p2 
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Need I now mention the preacher's name? Have you ever 
seen the Bishop of the Eastern Diocese ? If so, I am sure you 
will instantly recognize the individual to whom this portrait 
belongs. 

The edifice in which we were assembled, was, under God, 
the fruit of the labours of a pious and devoted missionary of 
the Episcopal church. — ^When he first visited this communi- 
ty, among whom he was now successfully labouring, he saw 
nothing but a wide moral waste around him on every side. 
The christian Sabbath w&a regarded as a holiday-— Sunday 
Schools were unknown — ^vollies of pro^e oaths rolled as 
fluently from the tongues, even of children, as *^ common 
household words," and the victim of intemperance, with 
blistered lips, and blood shot eyes, stalked shamelessly abroad 
in open day. 

'< Amid this beauteous scene of nature, so full of moral in- 
struction, God seemed to have been forgotten. But the 
preaching of the cross of Christ among them, was like Eze- 
kiel's prophesying in the valley of dry bones. Around the 
man of God there started up a company of men and women, 
created anew in Christ Jesus. A change was visible through 
the whole community. A general effort had been made to 
erect a house of worship. And now enquires began to be 
put forth in relation to the scriptural claim which the differ- 
ent denominations of christians could urge in their own be- 
half. Most of the people assembled on the present occasion 
were but partially informed in relation to the peculiarities of 
the Episcopal church. The preacher, therefore, very judi- 
ciously directed the attention of his hearers to this point 
while commenting upon the following text: Be ready always 
logive an answer to every man thai asketh you a rea^son of 
ihe hope that is in you, with meekness and fear. 1st Pet. iii. 15. 

" It pleased the adorable Author of our being," remarked 
the venerable preacher, as he cast his eye around over the 
audience, "to create man afler his own image: to distinguish 
the human race from the other creatures of this earth, by 
the gifl of reason, and a moral sense of good and evil. By 
Jiis gifl of intelligence, we become moral agents, and ac- 
countable for what we are, and what we do. By a right use 
of reason, we are to conduct ourselves, to judge, and choose, 
and act. He who made us, accordingly treats us as reasona* 
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bie creatures and as moral agents. The revelations of Ilia 
word and*all His precepts and ordinances are addressed to 
our understanding, requiring of us a rational homage— « 
reas<mable service* In the text now read, we are coAimand« 
ed to 'be ready always to give an answer to every man that 
asketh, a reason^ of our reUgious hope. We should be ever 
ready and willing, frankly to converse with people on the sub- 
ject of Christianity: to tell them what we believe, and what 
has convinced us — ^what reason we have for our faith and 
hope. 

Some, we may fear, are christians merely from education: 
they embrace or profess the faith of their fathers ; they unite 
with the church or denomination, and conform to the doctrine 
and mode of worship, in which they have been brought up, 
without much, and perhaps without any inquiry whether it is 
the doctrine which was once delivered to tJie saints; or 
whether their worship and discipline are according to primi- 
tive truth and order. They inherit the religion, as they do 
the estate of their ancestors, and because they do not doubty 
they suppose that they believe it. From worldly interests, or 
from prejudice, or from some other undue influence, men may, 
and in many cases, no doubt do become bigoted to some par- 
ticular persuasion. By the apostle, in our text, we are direct- 
ed to avoid such evil. We are to make careful inquiry into 
the truth of what we profess and believe. When by search- 
ing the scriptures and the evidence of their truth, we are 
convinced that they are the words of God, we should endea- 
vor also to understand their true sense, what we are to be- 
lieve and what to do— that we may honor Grod and obtain 
salvation in Jesus Christ. 

" And we are further directed to be always ready and wil- 
ling to communicate to others, our knowledge of God and 
hopes in Christ. Talking freely on the subject of our reli- 
gious hopes ; of what God, in his mercy, has done to save 
our souls ; and frankly imparting to others what are our 
views and belief of refigious truths, will be profitable to our- 
selves as well as to them. We shall be mutually enlightened 
and strengthened. Many prejudices and wrong notions of 
what others think and what they teach will be removed. The 
want of this free and friendly intercourse among Christiana 
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of differing sects is the cause of much cnisure and want of 
charity. 

'^ Yet even in this intercourse which is so much our duty- 
there is, from the frailty of our nature, some danger. Whea 
sincere and well-meaning christians, whose views are difierw 
ent, converse together on what they believe, a spirit of con- 
troversy is naturally excited. A zeal for maintaining their 
own creed and their own opinions leads to dtsputaticm, and 
that produces unkind feelings and passions, inconsistent with 
christian charity. — ^Against this danger, the apostle in our 
text has wisely guarded. While we give the reason of our 
hope, it is to t^ with ^'meekness and fear." Observe this, 
and there will be no danger of angry amtroversy. Medc- 
ness is one of the essential christian virtues. It charac^rizes 
the wisdom which is from above, and is among the fruits of 
the Spirit. 

*' When we communicate to others our religious tenets, we 
must not be dc^matical, self-confident, or overb^uring, as 
though our notions were the standard of orthodoxy, and none 
can be right who differ from us: In our manner we are to 
be gentle, humble, modest, kind, and easy to be entreated, 
showing all due respect to the opinions and the feelings of 
others. We must be pitiful, and courteous, and tender heart- 
ed in all our intercourse with mankind, and never return 
railing for railing. — ^But especially in teaching or conversing 
on a subject so awfully important as the revealed will of God, 
and the redemption of mankind by his blessed Son, we should 
be not only "meek," but "should fear." Much reason in 
such cases we have to fear, lest we ourselves should be in ^- 
ror; lest we should not have correct views of the truth, as it 
is in Jesus Christ; lest in some points we should be ignorant, 
or mistaken, or influenced by prejudice ; or lest we should 
say what is not true, and, like the friends of Job, offend God 
by our zeal in speaking for him. We should fear too, lest 
in disputing about religion, some angry or unchristian feel- 
ing should be excited in our breasts ; lest we should not ^ve 
our reasons with meeJcness^ lest through some fault or care- 
lessness, we would say what will injure, more than benefit 
religion. We must be ready and frank in communicating 
what we know and believe, and do it with *• meekness antf 
fear.** It will tend much to the promotion of Irulh and ftl- 
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lowship and love, and to the difilision c^ pure and undefilod 
religion. 

"We are directed further to *give a reason of our hope to 
every one who asketh.' Of course, the reason we give, 
should be accommodated to the case of each, who may in- 
quire. You may be questioned on the subject of religion by 
those who do not themselves believe in any religion : to such 
people it will be necessary to show what evidence you have 
of the truth of the Holy Scriptures, and of the blessed gospel 
of Jesus Christ. You may show too, the purity of its mor- 
als; the noble view it gives us of the perfections of the Divine 
I^ing; and that it is the only religion which has had any 
good efl^t in changing the heart, and reforming the manners, 
and giving men a reasonable and sure hope of future bless- 
edness. Should you be questioned by a Jew, on the ground 
of your hope, it would be most fitting to reason with hun 
from the prophecies of the Old Testament, and their fW^^- 
raent in Jesus Christ. In giving reasons to any one, it Is 
necessary first, to ascertain in what points he agrees with 
vou, and wherein you difier. 

"In the present state of reli^on among us, divided as 
christians are into many sects and denominations, we must 
frequently have occasion to apply the precept contcdned in 
our text in conversation with christians of various sentiments. 
An open, candid, and friendly communication of our religi- 
ous hopes and views to each other tends to much good in 
several respects. It has the good efiect of removing preju- 
dice; it promotes love among all christian people, and has a 
tendency to make us all of one mind. Our reason tells us 
(what the scriptures command) that we should "prove all 
things, and hold fast that which is good." If others differ 
from us in some things, we are all interested in knowing, 
and we ought to ask, and we may justly expect to be inform- 
ed, why they believe and hold as they do. By such inquiry, 
we should, in many instances, learn things of importance, of 
which wo were before ignorant: we may find, and most 
probably should find, that, in some things, other christians 
may be more correct than we. And on the other hand, if 
by inquiry it should appear that others are in error, we shall 
be better prepared to oppose or avoid it, as duty may require. 

'•There is a great deal of sin committed by christians, and 
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much injury done to religion, by uncharitable feelings to* 
wards those of other denominations; by misrepresenting their 
doctrines €uid exciting prejudices against them. Many of us, 
I fear, have much to answer for in regard to tliis- St. Peter 
in our text puts us in a way to lessen this great eviL Gen- 
erally speaking, the more we know the reasons others have 
ibr the hope that is in them, the more we become acquainted 
with their religious tenets. €uid with what they have to say in 
defence of their beUef or disbelief, the less likely shall we be 
to misrepresent thehr doctrines; — ^the less likely even to cen- 
sure them. 

" Another great good resulting from such ready and frank 
communicaticHis among christians, would be, that the people 
would better know what their teachers believe. It would 
remedy an evil which we fear is not uncommon ; — that ot 
teachers with-holding, or concealing their real sentiments on 
some important points. We who pretend to preach Jesus 
Christ, and to be his ministers, ought certainly, above all 
things, to tell you plainly and very explicitly who He is ; 
what his dignity and character; what he has done to effect 
your salvation; what is the efficacy of his sacrifice, and effect 
of his cross, and what you ought to believe respecting him. 
And you have a right, and it is indeed your duty, to require 
of us to be very clear and explicit on these most essential 
points. And we should all, both ministers and people, of all 
sects and denominatibns, endeavour to have a clear and defi- 
nite understanding of what we do believe, and what our re- 
ligious hopes are ; and also to ascertain clearly and correctly 
wherein christians think differently, that we may be better 
able, not only to judge correctly, and think charitably ol 
others, but to avoid what is erroneous and ' hold fast what is 
good.' 

"That I may practice according to the doctrines I teach, I 
will now, the Lord permitting, apply our text, and the re- 
marks which have been made, by offering some reasons ol 
the hope that is in us of this church ; what we believe, and 
what we hold respecting Jesus Christ and the christian reli- 
gion. I shall now suppose that there is no question with any 
of us, but that the scriptures contain the revealed will of God, 
and a true way of salvaticm. I will endeavor in few words 
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to show you what, in our viewy. and accordmg to our Jbelief, 
the way is. 

'U. In regard^ firsts to the natural state of tnankine^ 
we believe, what a great majority of christians believe and 
ever have believed, that * by one man sin entered into this 
world, and death by sin, and that death, in consequence, is 
passing upon all men.' — ^The disputes among christians about 
total depravity i which are oflen but strifes of words, do not 
afl^t the true doctrine taught in the scriptures. — Some men 
are much more wicked than others ; and perhaps there is no 
one on earth so bad as he might be. But we believe that 
smce Adam sinned, men, even the best of men, are, from the 
first dawnings of their moral sense, inclined to selfishness and 
sin; that in our nature there is no spiritual health, nothing 
perfectly good ; till our minds are renewed by grace, we are 
considered, in the scriptures, as at enmity with Grod. 

" 2. On the great and glorious doctrine of redemption—^ 
we hold also with the greater part of christians, that ' God 
so loved the world, 'that he sent into it his only begotten Son, 
that all who believe in him, should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.' He is called in the scriptures the Word, or the 
Wisdom. This word was in the beginning with God and was 
God. He was before all things : all things visible and invisi- 
ble were made by him, and for him, and by him they still 
consist. This Word, we also believe, was made flesh, and 
dwdt among men on this earth. That he might become our 
Saviour and redeem us to God, he left the glory, which he 
had with the Father before the world was, and came into this 
world to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. He took 
our nature and became perfect man, and he taught by his ex- 
ample how man ought to live. As a man, anointed as our Pro- 
phet, he was enlightened in all divine things ; while he had the 
feelings and all the sinless infirmities of our nature, the union 
with the Divine nature was such that it rendered what he did, 
as man, on our behalf, vastly meritorious. He tasted death 
for every man : his death upon the cross was sufficient to 
take away, and did take away, the sins of the world : — ^that 
is, he opened a way by which all men may obtain forgive- 
ness, and acceptance with God. Having offered this one sa- 
crifice for sin, he forever sat down on the right hand of God. 
(n this capacity, as our Redeemer and Advocate with tht 
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Father, he m restored to that glory which he had with his 
Father before the world was. There are some deix>minatioD8 
of Christiaiis who think that Christ died but for a part of 
mankind — a certain elect number ; but the doctrine of this 
oui church is, that * he is the propitiation for our sins ; and 
not our sins only*, but also for the sins of the whole world*' 

'' 3. We believe also in the Holy Ghoti ; that he is the 
Spirit of the Father, and the Spirit of the Son, and of course 
the Eternal Spirit: that he is an existing, active agent, 
clearly dii^inguished in the scriptures from the Father and 
the Son: and that it is by this Spirit that God works in us, 
and directs, and str^igthens us to will and to do what is 
good; and that, without the aid of this Spirit, which Christ 
by his merits purchased for us, we never could be*and do 
wiiat God requires. 

" 4. We believe, too, in what are truly called the doctrines 
of grace. Some give this name to speculative notions which 
we cannot find in the scriptures ; and we think it would be 
wise to be less confident, than some are, respecting them. 
Our church has remarkably manifested her wisdom in her 
manner of speaking on intricate and mysterious subjects. 
She pretends not to be wise beyond what is revealed. All 
the great and distinguishing doctrines of the cross she deci- 
dedly holds and is faithful to teach. Such as the merits of 
Christ's sacrifice, and the agency of God's Spirit We hold 
that *it is by grace that we are saved, through faith, and that 
not of ourselves, — ^it is the gifl of God,' — ^that it is the Spirit 
of God, which subdues the enmity of our natural hearts, and 
renews a right spirit within us. The necessity of a spiritual 
change, by repentance and &ith, called a new birUi, our 
church carefully teaches ; and also that we are justified, or 
accounted righteous before God, not for our works or de- 
servings, but for the merits and righteousness of Jesus Christ 
accounted to us by faith ; or in other words, that * Christ is 
the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believ- 
eth.' He who knew no sin was made sin for us * that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him.' But we do 
not make void the law through feith^ . rather we establish the 
(aw. The tree is known by its fruit : the evidence of a true 
tdigious faith is its renewing the heart, and producing the 
flruit of good living. The aid of God's Spirit does iH>t tak« 
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Grom us our moral freedc»n; but rather helps us to do God's 
will. It is because God ^ works within ugboih to will and Uf 
do^ that we can, and the rather ought, as Bu Paul says, *lo 
work out our own salvation with fear and trembling .-' we 
have reason to tremble and/ear lest there should be in us aa 
evil heart of unbelief, in d^;)arting from the living God. The 
doctrines of grace, according to our view, do not exclude th<» 
necessity of our own works, but their merit only. As we ai^ 
sinners, and by Grod's righteous law condemned, we cannot^ 
by our deeds, merit eternal life ; all boasting is excluded from 
us: we ought rather to repent and to give all the glory of our 
salvation to Him, who is truly our Saviour. We must, there* 
fore, maintain good works, but not trust in them ; without 
such works faith would be dead. The very design or use of 
faith is to produce in us obedience to what th^ Gospel requires. 
And though we cannot change our own hearts, nor create 
ourselves again unto good works, we can use the means, 
which God has appdnted ; we can read the Scriptures, hear 
the Gospel preached, seek God by prayer, and other appoint- 
ed means, and endeavor, according to the light and strength 
already given us, to walk in the way of God's command- 
ments. And those who thus strive to obtain his salvation, he 
has promised to bless. Seek thus and you shall find : con- 
tinue in this way to knock and it shall be opened unto you. 
These we view as the doctrines of eternal life, sometimes 
briefly expressed by ' repentance towards Grod and failh to- 
wards the Lord Jesus Christ.* They are clearly set forth in 
the standards of our church, and are generally, it is believed, 
taught by its ministers. — Of Grod^s secret purpose of election 
and predestination, she speaks with reverence and discreetly; 
but respecting them, she prescribes no creed beyond what is" 
clearly revealed. 

" There are many christians who hold that there are seven 
sacraments: we receive * only two as generally necessary to 
salvation : that is to say. Baptism and the Supper of the 
Lord.' Sacraments are outward visible signs, of inward sjmt- 
itual grace, and were ordained by Christ himself; and we 
endeavor carefully to avoid two opposite errors respecting 
them. One is, making too light of them, viewing them as 
little more than mere ceremonial rites, as many christians 
seem to do. The other is, making too much of them and 
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exalting the outward ordinances, or Tisibie aignsy to a meri^ 
torious or efficacious act. Great numbers fidl into this last 
error; they view the hordes Supper as a real, and vastly 
meritorious sacrifice, the same as when Christ died on the 
CToss. We view it as a memorial of that sacrifice, and aa 
assurance to the faithfiil receiver that Christ died fi>r him. 

<* Baptism, some maintain, always effects an actual inward 
change. Our church avoids such extremes : she teadies that 
it is our duty, in obedience to our Saviour, and the believer's 
privily for his own comfort, to receive these ordinances ; but 
that they have no good or salutary effect upon those who do 
not rightly receive or use them. The body and blood of 
Christ are spiritually taken and received by thefaitl^id in 
the Lord's Supper: but if any receive this sacrament without 
fiuth and charity; without properiy discerning the Lord's 
body, they are not benefitted. And the like we believe re- 
specting baptism. 

*' From some expressions in our offices for baptism and 
confirmation, many have supposed that our church inclines 
to one of the errors just mentioned; — of believing that the in- 
ward grace always accompanies the outward administration: 
that they who are baptized with water, are, of course, inward- 
ly sanctified by the Holy Ghost, and that we hold to no 
other r^eneration or birth of the spirit And it may be, 
that some few have inclined to this extreme. But the church 
is not aqcountable for the particular views of any individual: 
her doctrine is taught in her Catechism, Articles, and Hom- 
ilies, where any one may read it. We hold what the church 
does teach, that baptism signifies or represents regeneration 
The inward part or thing signified by baptism, is " a death 
unto sin, and a new birth unto righteousness." Baptism is 
hence called the sacrament of regeneration; and when we 
say that a baptized person is regenerate or bom again, we 
mean that he has received the sacrament in which that grace 
is exhibited: that he has received the outward, visible sign 
of that inward spiritual grace. Of the heart we cannot 
judge: of what is actually wrought in the inner man; how 
fer he is reallv sanctified, we do not pretend to decide. What 
we mean, and what we declare is, that ' baptism signifies unto 
us our profession, which is to follow the example of our Saviour 
CSirist, and to be made like unto him ; that as he di^ and 
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rose again for us, so should we, who are baptized, die from 
sin and rise again unto righteousness ; or, as St. Paul briefly 
expresses it, we are buried with Christ by baptism, that as M 
rose from the dead, we should walk in newness of life.' 

" There are two or three points in which we difler, and re- 
gret that we are constrained to di^r, from several Protestant 
denominations* 

" The first of them is Confirmation, or the laymg on of 
Hands. This was practised by the Apostles, and we think 
was evidently intended to be of permanent use, and among 
the principles of the doctrine of Christ. From the writers of 
the second and third and following centuries, we learn that it 
was by christians generally so considered and so used : un- 
doubtedly it has been used as of apostolic authority, from the 
apostolic days to the present time. Before the reformation, 
almost all christians received it as one of the Sacraments, and 
the Roman and Greek churches so consider it still. By us, 
we trust it is duly reformed, and used ac<3ording to the prac- 
tice of the holy apostles : and so far as we can judge from 
experience and observation, where it is solemnly administer- 
ed and devoutly received, as every ordinance should be, it is 
very much blessed to the strengthening of christians in their 
holy profession. 

"Another point in which we are constrained to differ from 
some of our brethren of the other denominations-, is that 
which is usually called Episcopacy. In the Jewish church 
there were three orders of ministers, the High Priest — ^the 
Priests and the Levites. During our Saviour's ministry, there 
were three orders; himself the head — ^his twelve Apostles, 
and the seventy whom he also sent. In the apostles' days 
there were certainly three orders. The apostles were the 
first: the Elders (who were there also called Bishops,) were 
the second, and the Deacons were the third. Since the apos- 
tles' days all history agrees that this Episcopal government 
was universal in the church in every age and every country. 
I know not of any one thing in which christians, dunng all 
the first fifteen centuries, or down to the Ref(»rmation, were 
more uniformly agreed, than ia the necessity of these thn^ 
orders of ministers. No ancient church has been, or can be 
found, without this mode of government. 

" The Churrfi of Rome has very much cornipted the chris 
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dan ministry, by adding one order, that of the Pope, who 
usurps far greater authority than Christ has given to any, or 
to all of his ministers — authority which belongs to God alone. 
Since the Reformation, and within the last three hundred 
years, several denommations have arisen who have adopted 
different modes of church government. Some of them hold 
that Presbyters only have the right of ordination. Others, 
called Independants, or Congr^ationalists, formerly maintain- 
ed that each congregation, or religious society has the power 
and right of ordaining their own minister. Tfus mode of 
church government was held and practised by the first set- 
tlers of New-England. Each congregation, as a complete 
and independent church, ordained their own minister. Others 
still have rejected all ordination. 

<* It is, no doubt, the duty of all christians, afler due and 
candid enquiry, with humble prayer, and being fully persuad- 
ed in their mind, to receive what they believe to be the truth 
of God. We are fully persuaded that what is called Epis- 
copacy is so essential that it would be sinful in us to change 
it for any novel form of church government. The time will 
soon come, when it will be known who are right, and who 
are in error. And let us in the mean time be cautious how 
we judge each other. 

** We differ also from others in conducting our public, so- 
cial worship, by a Liturgy, or established forms. We do not 
suppose that this is essential to Christianity ; but we believe, 
for several good reasons which we have not time now to men- 
tion, that it is more suitable for public worship than the ex- 
temporary way, and that it is most agreeable to what has 
been the general practice of God's church from the days of 
Moses down to this present time. Our Saviour gave his dis- 
ciples a form of prayer and commands them to use it, and 
of course, the use of the Lord's prayer is a part of Christi- 
anity. 

** Thus have I endeavored to give you, as the application 
of our text and subject, a brief sketch, or comprehensive 
view, of the hope that is in us of the Episcopal Church, as 
distinguished from other denominations. Though, at present, 
we cannot all agree respecting these things, we can and we 
ought, candidly to hear what is the belief and the hope ;of 
others : and also with meekness and fear, declare to th^ 
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what is our own. By such wise and christian conduet, out 
very disagreement wUl be made profitable. It will make U9 
more humble and more charitable ; it will cause us more care- 
fully to search the Scriptures and the history of the church 
in its early ages, that we may better know what the apostles 
taught and christians generally believed. That we may all 
be led into the way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of 
spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life, may 
the Lord, of his merciful goodness, grant through our bles- 
sed Saviour, Jesus Christ.''^ 

" I have thus, through the discourse of our excdlent Bishop, 
in part answered your enquiry, and if what I here send you, 
shall lead you to pursue your investigation in the spirit that 
he recommends, I am sure it will result, not only in the at- 
tainment of valuable infbrmaticm, but in the advancement ol 
your own personal piety. 

Yo m, ^cc^ 
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■FIIOOFAOT. 



*' The only amaranthine flower on earth 

It Tfatiie; the only laitii^ treaiwe, trath.*^— Oawns. 

We have already directed the eye (^ the reader to Ep^jnopa 
cy, as one <^ the stnaag munimRnta that add to the safety and 
glory of Zion. And as we linger a moment at this pcnnt, to 
WMrk wdl her btdwarks in obedience to the divine command, 
we are led to enquire at whose instance, and by what authon- 
ty this battlement has been reared up to strengthen the forti- 
fications of Zion? We ^all find it necessary to go round 
about this bulwark and mark it well. 

It may not be improper to remark that by Episcopacy we 
mean that particular constitution of the ministry, which re- 
cc^nizes three difilerent grades in the sacred ofiice — ^Bishqis, 
Pnests, and Deacons* 

It is observed in the life of Dr. BedeU, a work to which we 
have already had occasion to refer, that that devoted minister 
of Christ had it in contemplation, just before his decease, to 
prepare a series of discourses on the subject of Episcopacy. 
We cannot but deeply regret, that his valuable life terminated 
before the accomplishment of this intended work. We feel 
confident that no man in the church could have done it with 
more success. Whatever he wrote would have been anima- 
ted with a spirit of kindness and love to christians of all 
other denominations. And his known piety, acknowledged 
worth, and delightfiil manner of presenting truth, would have 
commended a work of this kind to the perusal of every class 
of r^ers. The ^^f%h which Bedell, and Martyn, and 
Newton, and Scott l^l|k-^t whose altar they ministered, 
and in whose bosom trnWcned and died, is the church which 
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I wish the reader to examine. All I ask in relation to the 
^stinctive peculiarities of this church is> that they may not he 
condemned hefore they are examined and understood. 

The author cherishes the hope, that he himself may be 
animated with at least such a measure of the kind, and catho* , 
lie and liberal spirit, which pervades all the institutions of this 
church, as not to write or spread upon these pages any thing 
that will app^r harsh or unkind to any who truly love the 
Saviour. With one of her sons, who wrote in her defence, 
he would say : 

<' These sketches are not designed as pdemical pieces. 
The author has no desire to enter the field of controversy. 
There are too many men of war already in the world, and 
he is determined not to increase the number. All that he 
requests from his readers is a candor of judgement, and a 
permission to express in pubUc his own q^robation of the 
peculiarities of that church of which he is an unworthy 
member. While he feels himself cordially disposed to em- 
brace in the widely extended arms of Christianity, all those 
of whatever denomination " who love our Lord Jesus Christ 
in sincerity," he may surely be allowed, without oflfence, to 
give a preference to that church, to the doctrines of which he 
has solemnly subscribed his hand."* 

In this chapter we design to draw the argument in fevorof 
E^wscopacy principally from a little work entitled, " A can- 
did examination^ the Episcopal Churchy in Two Letters 
to a Friend.^^ We have not the pleasure of an acquaiiitance 
with the author of these Letters, but understand that they are 
a faithful history of the manner in which the writer's mind 
was afiected by the successive &cts that were brought before 
him in relation to the Episcopal church. We have taken the 
liberty of usmg such parts of these very interesting letters, as 
ape adapted to our object. 

«*My Dear Friend,— 

" You have expressed your surprise at what you are pleas- 
ed to term my apostacy from the faith of my ancestors, in hav- 

• Biddolph. See his Essays, p. 26. This is a most delightfol woA— 
written in a lovely spirit, and should be read by all who wirti to tee illot- 
ft^ted the spirituiu eharacter of oar Liturgy. 
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iDg joined the Epiflcq[>al church in this place, and have ie» 
queued me to give you a full statement of die reascms by 
which I have l^en governed in this, to you, unexpected and 
extraordinary proceeding. Convinced as I am of your can- 
dor and sincerity, and knowing that the discovery and sup- 
port of truth are with you paramount to every other consid- 
eration, I am confident that you will not condemn until you 
have thoroughly and without prejudice investigated the sub- 
ject, and that you will not the less respect my vindication of 
myself although it should be presented to you in the style of 
a plain and an unlearned man. I am sensible that I am not 
sufficiently qualified to engage in religious controversy, nor 
have I a wish to possess such ability ; still I think it a duty 
incumbent upon every one, not only to examine and to think 
for himself, unbiased by intarest or fashion, but to be able to 
give a reason for the faith which he has adopted. 

<'I was educated, as you know, a Congregationalist, and it 
was not until I arrived at the years of manhood, that I under- 
stood any thing of the various sects into which the Christian 
world is divided. I do not recollect ever hearing the Episco- 
pal church mentioned, and I had no doubt, but mat the only 
sure way to heaven, was that pointed out by the clei^yman 
upon whose ministrations I always attended. His mith I 
considered to be the fiuthof the gospel; his explanations were 
to me authoritative and infallible, and it never entered my 
head that it could be possible for the church to exist in any 
other form, either as it respects discipline or worship, even to 
the minutest particular, than it appeared in the place of my 
nativity. 

*^ At the time the Episcopal Society was established in this 
place, my ideas had, it is true, become somewhat enlarged ; I 
had been in the habit of thinking more for myself, and the 
. course of religious reading in which I indulged was consider- 
ably extended. I had learnt that a very snmll portion of the 
christian world was, in government or worship, such as I had 
been used to; and I even dared to suspect that my belief was 
not necessarily right, merely from the circumstance that 1 
had received and encouraged it from my infancy. I found 
that religicm, in all its parts, was to be supported by the sure 
test of scripture and of reason. In the course of my reading 
and ccmversation, I had al^o learnt that the divines of thf) 
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Episoc^ Church had been distinguished for their leamiag 
and piety; that the best systems of divinity, and the most 
useful dissertations upon the several articles of the christian 
&ith and practice, had come from their pens; and I was not 
a little surprised to hear our ministers frequently quoting 
them as authorities in the pulpit, and to see their Ubraries fill- 
ed with the books they had published. 

" As I had become considerably acquainted with the cler- 
gymen in the neighborhood, 1 perceived too,that they express- 
ed a good deal of dissatisfaction in regard to the government 
of their own church, and some would even go so ^r as to re- 
commend and vindicate the use of forms in worship. This 
convinced me that there was something wrong in the system, 
though I could not tell precisely what it was, and fiom all 
that I saw, and heard, and read, I felt it my duty, as a man 
who was to give a strict account of the improvement of his 
talents, to examine ^thfully and impartially the nature of 
the Episcopal Church, when it was brought to my door, and 
to act according to my convictions. This examination I pur- 
sued to the best of my ability and opportunity, and the re- 
suit has been a full and an unshaken belief that the govem- 
m^t of the church by bishops, priests and deacons, is of an- 
cient and divine institution. 

"In my examination of the subject, I first made myself ac- 
quainted with the Constitution and Canons of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, in America. I also attended the worship 
of the Church, and although I was a little confused at the va- 
riety of form, yet there was an appearance of solemnity and 
engagedness in devotion, which was peculiarly impressive. 
My confusion I knew was owing to my having been used to a 
different mode, and did not therefore discourage me from a 
r^iewed attendance, until I was satisfied with the beauty and 
propriety of all. Every person will, I think, on first coming 
to church, especially if he has been acquainted with none 
but the Congregational mode, be unfavourably impressed with 
the service. The cause of which is, that he attends as a spec- 
tator, and does not perceive the reasonableness of the several 
prayers and praises which are intended only for pious and de- 
vout worshippers. They are not designed merely to be heard, 
but to be offered; and the humble Christian, who has long 
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given T«[it to the emotions of his soul in thdr fenrent stndns, 
would deem it his greatest loss to be deprived of their use. 

^After I became acquainted with the government of the 
Church, I considered first, whether it was good in itself, and 
calculated to preserve unity and peace* I Imd heard mudi 
said of the power of bishops and their infringement of the 
rights of ths people, but I soon learnt that the chai^ was 
groundless, and that there was more true christian fieedcmi 
m the church than in any other denomination with which I 
was acquainted.** 

I must here interrupt, for a moment, this narrative, to re- 
iterate what the writer has just remarked. The Bishops in 
the Episcopal Chinch have no opportunity to exert ari»^rary 
and despotic power. Their rights and duties are defined by 
t^islative enactment : and the rights of the clergy, in the low> 
er grades of the ministry, are secured to them by cancel law. 

I have ofien heard it remarked by intelligent and well in- 
formed christians of other denominaticMis, and my own ob- 
servation leads me to concur fiilly in the remark — ^'^That no 
ministers enjoy so much real ecclesiastical independence, and 
freedom in all matters of moment, as the clergy of the Epis- 
copal Church.** Still, it is evident that with a certain class 
of people among other denominations, a contrary (pinion 
widely prevails. 

In some instances, the most strange and singular ideas are 
cherished in relation to the power of Bishops. A little ind- 
dent which recently came to my knowledge, through a medi- 
um that must entirely exclude the possibility d* inaccuracy, 
will illustrate my meaning. 

In a place where the church previously had been little 
known, there commenced, through the united labors of sever- 
al ministers of the Episcopal church, a revival of religion. 
The whole community were apparently awakened to consider 
the importance of eternal things. Many were then seen 
around the foot of the cross, who, up to that time, had been 
entirely devoted to the world. Age, bending with infirmities, 
and tottering under the weight of years — manly vigor, vralk- 
ing forth with erect form and elastic step— and youth, bloom- 
i^g and buo)rant, witn the freshness of young existence, gath- 
ered in one group around the mercy seat, to look up to the 
Lord of lifo for pardon and peace. For a while, all sectarian 
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feeluigs leemed extinguished, and christians of every denoo^ 
ination joined in one anthem of praise to that Being who was 
putting forth such glorious displays of his grace and power. 
But, when the new converts began to asitate in their own 
minds the questioui tq what particular church they ought to 
attach themselves, a disturbing force seemed ahnost instantly 
brought in to break up this sweet harmony of feeling. It 
was natural for these persons, as they were awakened under 
the preaching of Episcopal ministers, to feel a desire to know 
something about the diurch to which they were attached. 
Numerous enquiries were therefore made in relation to the 
Episcopal church. No e^rts, however, were employed to 
influence the minds of those who proposed these enquiiies^^- 
Infbrmation was placed before them, and they were then left 
to act according to what appeared to them duty. — ^This 
course led them to the expression of a decided preference for 
the Episcopal church. No sooner had this taken place, than 
the fires (^sectarianism seemed at once kindled up and blown 
into a mighty conflagration, spreading and raging most furi- 
ously through the whole community. Great pains were ta- 
ken to give extensive circulation to statements implicatiag the 
character, and piety, and doctrines of the Episcopal church. 

While there prevailed, much excitement on this subject, a 
worthy member of the Presbyterian church had a loag cc«i- 
versation with one of another denomination, who contended 
that the Episcopal church embraced every species of error 
and abomination. After the conversation had proceeded for 
awhile in a very animated strain, the one vindicating and the 
other impugning the Episcopal church, the Presbyterian r^ 
marked: 

*' Well, you must admit that there is one noble trait in the 
character of Episcopalians — they do not speak bitterly against 
other denominations. During ail the preaching we have had 
here, we have not heard them utter one harsh or unkind 
word against any who love the Lord Jesus Christ" 

<«Do you not know the reason," said the person, who would 
have it that the J^iscopal church was very corrupt, <*Do you 
not know the reason ? Their Bishop will not let them. Tlbey 
dare not speak against othera without his pemussion." 

** Well, then," responded the Presbyterian, "I most sin- 
cerdy wish that all denominations had a Bishop 5 and w« 
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i^ould to God that Episcopalians were more truly entitled 
to the noble testimony borne in their favor in the case just 
referred to. If our Bishc^ had the power of suppressing the 
sin of evil speakings it would be a prerogative wludi all the 
world would praise them for exerting. 

But, as the author of the Letter remarks, the idea that 
Bishq>s in our church have committed unto them power which 
will enable them to interfere with the rights of the clei^, or 
Uie peq>le, is alt(^ether erroneous* T%e author of the Let- 
ter thus proceeds: 

*^ The Bishop has the power of ordaining deacons and 
priests, ailer they have been suitably recommended, with the 
assistance of his presbyters ; he confirms those who have 
been baptized ; he consecrates chapels and churches, and 
when present, he presides in Conventi<m. But he has no- 
thing to do with the votes of a people in the settlemoat and 
support of their minister ; the clergy only are subject to his 
advice and direction. All acts in relation to the church are 
passed in Conventi<Hi, where the power of the Bishop is 
equal oaly to that of the presbyter, the deacon, or ev^i the 
lay delegate. — ^He can prescribe no new service; he can 
make no alterations in the old, and in every respect there is 
the same check upon the Episcqpacy, as is possessed in a ci- 
vil view, by the legislature over the Pinesid^it. But there is a 
permanent and visible head to the church ; there is an au- 
thority to which o^nders may be brought ; there is a bcMid 
of union which strengthens and su^^rts the whole ; and al- 
though all the Bishops in America can exercise no more 
power than a single presbyter or association of congrega- 
tional ministers, there is, nevertheless, a source from which 
power emanates, and without which all would be conflisicm 
and anarchy. 

"And let me ask you, my frigid, whether it is not neces- 
sary, that to every body there should be a head? The church 
is a society which can exist only under a r^ular govern- 
ment, and how can this be administered without an authorized 
governor t And does not experience show that where all as- 
sume to be rulers in an equal degree, there is disorder and 
•tery evil wcHrk? What govemmeiit ever existed kmg wh'sn 
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there wan not a due gradation in its officers? And how cm 
it be expected, when mankind are so various in their tempers* 
passions, and pursuits, that one uniform course should be 
pursued, and the same end accomplished where there is no 
subjection and no control ? 

'^ From considerations like these, I soon became satMed 
that the church w£ls in itself the best mode of which I had 
any knowledge, so far as respected its government. It then 
became necessary to inquire whether it was agreeable to the 
will of Grod; for however useful and proper it might appear, 
still if it was contrary to his commands, I knew it must be 
rejected, and the views which I had entertained set aside as 
cibceptions. To ascertain this, it seemed important to advert 
to the government which he himself established with the 
Jews, and here I found a striking similarity to the orders of 
the church, in the several offices of high priest, priest and 
levite. And is it not reasonable to suppose that where there 
were once types and emblems, there must now be the sub- 
stance and reality? Although circumcision was no longer to 
be continued as a token of the covenant between God and his 
people, yet baptism was substituted in its stead, and for the 
same reason, the offices which had before prevailed must have 
something corresponding to them in the christian church ; and 
what is there that answers to the high priest, if it be not the 
bishop— to the priest, if it be not the presbyter — and to the 
levite, if it be not the deacon? But the argument is not, as 
some have pretended, that there must of necessity be bish- 
ops, priests and deacons in the christian, because there were 
high priests, priests and levites in the Jewish church. It is 
shown from this, that a diversity and an inequality of orders 
are not contrary to the will of God, but agreeable to his own 
government ; and until there is some express command to the 
contrary, I think, if there were no other reason, it is better to 
endeavour to imitate the divine conduct than to adopt the in- 
consistent and unprofitable inventions of men* 

'* But I did not rest my belief upon my view of the sub- 
ject thus far considered. Although I found Episcopacy good 
in itself, and as I thought from tte divine institution, agreea- 
ble to the will -of God, I proceeded to discover, if possible, 
what government was established for the church by Christ 
and his apostles. The three wders we to J jxislir^ whHe At 

H 
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Sftviour was upoa earth, consLstiiigc^ himeel^ the twel?e 
apostles and the seventy disciples. This seems an intimatioii 
at least, that he intended the form of government which had 
prevailed among the Jews to be continued so far as reisted to 
the number and gradation of its offices ; and after his ascen- 
sion, it appears to me evident that the three orders still re- 
mained. Of the appointment of the deacons we have a par- 
ticular account, and that they preached and baptized, wheth- 
er as deacons or evangelists matters not ; for their being dea- 
cons made them evangelists, and we have a history of their 
being solemnly ordained, by the laying on of the hands of 
the apostles, to the office of the former and not the latter. 
The term evangelist did not point out the nature of the of- 
fice, but merely signified that the person to whom it was ap- 
plied was a preacher of the gospel. In regard to the office 
of presbyters there isr'no question ; and what is the testimony 
in proof of the superior order of bishops 1 

'' All the apostles were bishops, and as such received their 
commission from Christ, and under his commismon they 
could exercise equal powers, plant churches, and ordain 
teachers as they thought necessary. But it does not follow, 
that because they received but cmQ commission and were 
alike authorized to perform all the duties of the Apostolical or 
Episcopal office, that the equality descended to all they or- 
dained. We know it did not in regard to the deacons, for 
Peter and John went down from Jerusalem to Samaria, to 
confirm the converts whom Philip had baptized, which it 
seems he had not the power to do. And tliere are very strong 
circumstances, which shew also a difi[erence in respect to 
presbyters. Timothy was the bishop of Ephesus ; and I do 
not see how any candid person can read St. Paul's Epistles 
to him without being satisfied that he had the sole govern- 
ment of the church in that place as it respected the ordina- 
tion and reproof of presbyters, and many things relating to 
the worship and conduct of the flock. Now, had the pres- 
byters at Ephesus equal authority with Timothy ? We read 
in the twenueth chap^r of the Acts, that St. Paul called to< 
gether the elders or presbyters of this church, and addressed 
them m the most a^ctionate language for the last time.—- 
And is it not surprising that he does not say one word to them 
dK)ut the government of the churchy ordaining, reproving. 
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6ec*f wh^i he never expected to see them again, and when 
aooording to the system of parity, this was as much their du« 
ty as it was that of Timothy ? He telb them to ' leed tno 
flock of God,' hut to Timothy he points out the qualifica- 
tions of those whom he was to ordain, and directs him to 4ay 
hands suddenly on no man.' Is there any reasonable person 
that can say Timothy was not superior to these presbyters? 
and if so, to what order did he belong, if it were not to that 
of Bishopsi The directions given to him are such, as are fol- 
lowed by the bishops of the Episcopal church at the present 
day; nor do they, so far as I am acquainted, exceed the 
duties which he was commanded to perform; and so strong 
b the evidence from this particular, that it was scud by a cel- 
ebrated divine, Hhat he who could not find a bishop in Ephe* 
8US would be puzzled to find one in England^' 

^And the case of Titus is, in my mind, no less demonstra- 
tive than that of Timothy. He was sent to Crete, where 
St. Paul had previously established the gospel; and what 
was his business ! *To ordain elders in every city.' Was 
this the office of a bishop, or a congregational minister? It 
appeared to me the former, and I thought also, that as St. 
Paul was in great need of the assistance of Titus with him at 
that time, it was strfuige he did not direct him to return afler 
having ordained two or three presbyters, Plough to constitute 
a council, and leave them to ordain the rest, if they had the 
power; instead of which he himself was to go through 
the whole hundred cities of Crete. It seemed, also, probaUe 
that if St. Paul had been there before, and ccmverted the is- 
land to Christianity, he had lefl some presbjrters; and if such 
were the case, why did he send Titus for thd express purpose' 
of ordaining elders in every city ? 

"A further testimony from scripture, m support of 
Episcopacy, I thought I penseived in the direction to the 
angels of the seven churches of Asia, in the Revelation. 
These angels I suppose were bishops, who had the jurisdic- 
tion over all the churches in the cities where they respectively 
dwelt. These were large places, containing many thousand 
christians. In the church at Ephesus were probably many 
societies, and consequently a considerable number of presby- 
ters. Still, one person is addressed as the angd or Ushop 
of the church at Ephesus, and so at Smyrna, Thyatira, and 
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the rest. But if there were no distinct order of hishops 
superior to that of presb3rters, ail the latter were angels, and 
had equal power to reform abuses and confirm piety. The 
church collectively, as including all the different societies in 
a city, is called a candlestick, to which one star is attached. 
To me, this intimates, at least, diocesan Episcopacy, and aeems 
in perfect agreement with the instances to which I have 
before alluded. 

"Now, what is there to counteract all this scripture evid^ioe 
and to establish congregational independence or parity? It 
is said that the words bishop and presb3rter are indiscriminatdy 
applied to the same persons, and that Timothy was ordained 
witk the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. But 
what does all this prove? In r^ard to the first, it is not the 
name but the thing for which the church contends. "Che 
word bishop, I am told, literally signifies an orer«eer, and 
may as well be applied to a presbjrter as a bishc^. The 
present bishop of New York is the overseer of his diocese as 
extending through the state, and the Rector of St. Stephen's 
or Christ's Church, is the overseer of his particular flock. 
But because one term is applied to both, does it therefore 
follow that they are equal in office? The presbjrters of 
Ephesus were all bishops or overseers of single societies, but 
had they, therefore, the same power with Timothy, who had 
the oversight of them all? It is from the duties attached to 
the office, and not from the name, that we are to argue the 
superiority, and of those I think there are sufficient scriptural 
examples to set aside the doctrine of ministerial parity. 

"In regard to Timothy's being ordained vni\ the laying 
on of the hands of the presbytery, it is undoubtedly true. 
But St. Paul tells him he was also ordained hy the laying 
on of his hands. And so every presbjrter in the Episcopal 
church is ordained hy the bishop wih the assistance of his 
presb5rters. This is, therefore, a circumstance in favor of 
Episcopacy rather than against it. St. Paul himself, as 
bishop, ordained Timothy, but there were elders or presbyters 
present, assisting him in the work, and these, for aught we 
know, might have been bishops or apostles. 

"From the testimony of scripture, which is to me as clear 
as the light of day, I proceeded to the history of the 
churchi and here I discovered such oonfirmatioiii m I 
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should hardly think scepticism itself would deny. All the 
ancient writers speak of Episcopacy as the universal govern- 
ment of the church, and but one solitary instance of dissent is 
mentioned previous to the fourth century. Particular persons 
ore also styled bishops, not of single societies, but of cities 
comprehending many churches, and thus forming dioceses, 
as the bishop of Jerusalem, of Antioch, of Alexandria, &c 
An author, who wrote in the beginning of tlie fourth century, 
gives a history of the church down to his own times, and 
names all the bishops, in succession, of four principal cities. 
And it is an indisputable fact, which even the greatest oppo- 
nents of Episcopacy admit, that in "two hundred and fifty 
years from the time of Christ the whole christian world was 
Episcopal, and so continued until the sixteenth century. And 
did fJhrist and his apostles establish Congregationalism or 
Presbyterianism which was so inefficient that no vestige of 
it was to be discovered after the short space of two hundred 
and fifty yearst If this were the case, it is wonderful, it is mira- 
culous that a universal change should have been so soon ef- 
fected, and this too without opposition or notice. I find in ec- 
clesiastical history an account of all the sects and heresies 
from Cerinthus down to Calvin, but I see no relation of a 
change from the original government of the church to Episcopa- 
cy. And yet in the beginning of the third century it was Episco- 
pal in every country and in every society, throughout Europe, 
Asia and Africa. Can it therefore be, that any revolution 
actually took place? Is it possible that a few ambitious men 
should rise up against the great body of presbyters and take 
from them their rights, without meeting with resistance, their 
power of ordaining and governing the church? and not only 
this but assert, also, that they had always had this supremacy 
in one order from the foundation of the system? And who 
were these assuming men who aspired to the office of bishop, 
contrary to the word of God, and institution of Christ and hjb ' 
apostles? Their names are not given us, nor the time when they 
lived, nor the manner in which they accomplished their end. 
It is said that the change was gradual. But when did k be- 
gin and where was its progress? It aimed at the subjection 
of all the presbyters and deacons in the world, and it effected 
it too in the short course of two hnndred and fifly years. 
Tlus could not be by very slow d^rees. — ^And in i^^urd to 
h2 
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<»daiiiiiig, it was an assuroptioD of power whidi niust have 
taken place at once, and this could not have he^i done with- 
out (modtion, and if o|^)osition had he^i made we should now 
beaUe to find some record of it in history. It is indeed incredi* 
hie. Such as the diurch was at the commencement of the third 
century, in r^urdto the nature of its govenunent it wasinthe 
beginning, or Congregationalism was changed into Eipiacoipacy 
by as great a miracb as that which was manifest on the day of 
Pentecost. But the burden of proof lies with the Congrega- 
tionaUsts ; and if they cannot shew that they had any exbt- 
ence in the church until 1600 years afler its establishment, 
they must be content with the name of innovaters. And if 
they had, let them point out the time when and the place 
where. It was not in Jerusalem, for there James was the 
first bishop; it was not in Antioch, for from thence Episco- 
pacy was transplanted to the East Indies, and has been con- 
tinued in the Syrian Church discovered by Dr. Buchanan 
ever since. — ^It was not in Rome nor in Greece, in Spain nor 
the islands of the sea. Is it not passing strange, that we can 
point out the rise and progress of all other sects and dencmu- 
naticms, while in regard to Episcopacy the farther we go 
back, the more extensive we fmd it, until at last it pervades 
the whole church, and we hear and read of nothing else from 
the establishment of Christianity? Taking all these circum- 
stances together, the propriety of the Episcopfftl government, 
its agreeaUeness to the will of God, its support in the apostolic 
age, and its universality for sixteen hundred years after, can 
you wonder at my having renounced the system in which I 
was blindly educated, and attached myself to that which is so 
ancient, so pure and so divine ?" 

In confirmation of the above views, 1 will here introduce 
an extract from a discourse of Bishop Griswold, recently 
published, entitled « The Apostolic Office :" 

" It is oflen wgirmed^^ says he, " but has never been proved^ 
that the ministers of Christ were, at first, all of one grade and 
that the Bishops usurped the authcwrity, which, it is acknowl- 
edged, they, in the early ages, possessed. But this is absurd, 
and altogether incredible. It is absurd to suppose that those, 
DOW called Bishops, made such a change. Because, if the 
fovemment of the church was lefi by the Apostles m the 
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hands of presbyters, the^y the presbyters, must have made 
the change. 

^Qn this suppositicoi, there were no bishops to abuse pow- 
er; the presbffters usurped authority f and made the change* 
If a thing so strange and so wicked was done at all, it was 
done by Presbyterians or Congregaticmalists. Those who ad- 
vance this position virtually say, that within one or two cen- 
turies at most, afler the government was put into their hands, 
they aJi in every country agreed in changing it to what Christ 
never intended. They certainly do very little honor to that 
mode of church government, by supposing it so defective and 
inefficient as to be so soon relinquished. 

*' It must, too, be difficult for us to believe, that, in the first 
three centuries, men should have been ambitious of the Epis- 
copate, when its worldly advantages were so small, and its 
sacrifices and perils so great. Martyrdom in those ages 
might almost be considered as annexed to a bishopric The 
general practice of the persecutor was to smite the shepherd^ 
that the sheep might be scattered: the bishop was usually 
the first led to tortures and to death. How can we, in rea- 
son, believe that under such circumstances, so great a change 
should be made in the government of the church? that the holy 
martyrs of that time, which truly 'tried men's souls,' should 
dther attempt, or desire to alter the institutions of • Christ 1 
And had sudi a change by some churches been attempted, it 
seems morally impossible that it should have become gener- 
ai. — ^And yet we are sure, from all ancient history, that.^>»- 
copa^ vHis general from a very early period down to the 
Reformation* During the first fifleen centuries, it is not 
easy to name any one part of Christianity, in which aU 
Christians were more generally united than in what we now 
call £piscq)acy. Were we to admit that so great and ma- 
terial a change was made in our religion, without being re- 
corded in history, we might well fear that other great changes 
were also made : that even the scriptures were altered. If all 
the churches would agree, in corrupting one part, why not in 
corrupting another part? In any part of the first three cen- 
uries, it would have been as difficult to produce such a 
change, as it would be in our day. And to me, certainly, 
such a change, so silent, so peaceable, and so general, with- 
out opposition, or any historical record, is a moral impossi- 
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btlity. Should there be any here who think differently on 
this point, they will not, I trust, regret having heard what toe 
think on a subject which so much concerns us all. Nothing 
will tend more to unite christians in love, than candidly hear- 
ing from each other the hope that is in them. And, indeed, 
if differing denominations of christians are ever brought to 
strive together for the faith of the Gotpel^ it will be by their 
first uniting in the government^ (whatever they may decide it 
to be,) which (rod has set in the church.^ 

To return to the letter interrupted by this extract — ^TTio 
writer goes on to remark : 

" Among the collateral evidences which have confirmed 
me in the belief of the apostolic origin of Episcopacy, there 
is nothing which has had more weight upon my mind than 
the history of the Syrian church to which I have before al- 
luded. This little society was discovered some years ago by 
Dr. BucRanan, the celebrated missionary, in Asia, and traced 
its records back to the time of its establishment by one of the 
Apostles. For more than thirteen hundred years it had held 
no communication with any foreign church, and yet was 
(bund under a r^ular Episcopal government. Now, whence 
did it derive this if not from the original source? — It could 
not have been from the Greek or the Romish church, 
for it had never been connected with either until afler its dis- 
covery by the Portuguese ; nor did it receive the Episcopacy 
from England, a country of which it was altogether ignorant 
until Dr. Buchanan came amongst them. This church has 
since been visited by the American missionaries whose ac- 
counts do not materially diflfer from those of Dr. Buchanan. 

" A similar argument may be produced from the history ot 
the Greek and Romish churches, which, though in many es- 
sential points opposed to each other, have nevertheless always 
mamtained Episcopacy. That the incumbrances of pope and 
patriarch should have grown out of it, furnishes no greater 
objection to it, than may be urged against Congregationalism 
from the circumstance that, according to the assertion of its 
advocates, this gave rise to an unscriptural prelacy. 

"There is, also, a further consideration, which I must ac- 
knowledge has had some influence upon my mind. And 
this is derived from the fact, that men of the greatest emi* 
nenoe in talents and pietyt have lived and died in the eotti* 
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mimion of the Episcopal church ; and thb too, when habits 
of education and motives of interest might have led them to 
espouse another cause. To what writers is the christian 
world so much indebted for learned expositions of doctrine 
and forcible persuasives to duty, as to Bull, Beveridge, Hall, 
Tillotson, Taylor, Seed, Seeker and I^orteus ? To whom are 
we indebted for that translation of the holy scriptures which 
has so long withstood the assaults of infidels and heretics, 
but to members of the church of England? And who has 
not found his understanding enlightened, and his faith invig- 
orated by the compositions of the pious Milner ; the evangeli- 
cal Cooper, and the devout Scott? I would not wish to be 
understood as desirous of having one rest his belief solely up- 
on human authority ; but as we must, in many respects, be 
dependent upon this, where shall we go with greater confi- 
dence, than to those who have been most distinguished for 
the ability virith which they have supported and defended the 
revelation of God." 

Perhaps we have lingered long enough at this point, in 
surveying this bulwark of Zion« In the next chapter we do- 
sign to direct the attention of the reader to another of the out- 
works of ZioD, which in our view adds not a little to her T 
tv and nftty. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



FORMS OF PBAYXS« 



** There U oo note on the harp of Gabriel more welcome to Jdiorah, 
than the eiy of a penitent for merej, or the tapplioation of a ehiM fotf 
ppraoe." Bobskt Puup. 

All that was absdutely essential to the temple built by Sol- 
omon, was divinely delineated in the plan he rec^Tod from 
his fiUher David. There were, however, several q^nda- 
ges to this stupendous &bric, that were left to be constructed, 
according as taste or utility might su^^^est. Hence, connect- 
ed with the second temple, there were many things different 
from those which belonged to the firH. Among these, I 
might mention the triple porch, that stood on the south side 
of the temple, that was in Jerusalem at the time our Saviour 
was on earth. Though in the first temple, porches, by divine 
appointment, were to surround the house of the Lord, we 
have no account of any, that bore the slightest similitude to 
this. This porch was supported by four rows of Corinthian 
columns, hewed from white marble, of immense diameter, 
and not less than sixty feet in height — ^restiig on these as a base, 
it peered aloft into the heavens, till from its summit, the bot- 
tom of the valley below could scarcely be seen. Who could 
have stood and glanced his eye over this splendid piece ot 
architecture, and not have been struck with the magnificence 
of this part of the vast pile that rose befere him? And who 
would be prepared to say, that this triple porch did not add 
greatly to the beauty, and defence, and coavenienoe of the 
temple. And so, in this our walk about Zion, should there 
meet our eye, some tower, or bulwark, or stately porch^ in 
reference to whose erection there is no express divine com* 
mand, we are not hastily to conclude that it ha? been raised 
VBf wbhout good and substantial leaaons. If it adds to tbt 
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saMy and defence and well-being of ^on, we are the rather 
to conclude, that its erection is in accordance with the will oi 
God. Amid the bulwarks of Zion we meet with such a 
structure, in the Liturgy of the Episcopal Church. In our 
view, this liturgy is both a tower of safety-— and a porch of 
entrance to the audience chamber of the King of Kinss. We 
must then linger here for a while, and ^go round twaut t^,' 
and mark well this bulwark of Zion. 

President Dwight, a well bM>wn and distinguished (fivine, 
of the Congregational Church, though a warm advocate for 
extemporaneous prayer, closes his disKxmrse on the subject of 
forms, with these remarks : 

"I have no controversy with those who think forms <rf 
prayer most edifying to themselves. Very many unquest- 
ionable and excellent Christians have worshipped in both 
these methods. In both these methods, therefore, men may 
be excellent christians, and worship God in an acceptable 
manner. On this subject, whether considered as a subject of 
speculation, or of practice, no debate ought ever to arise, ex- 
cept that which is entirely cadiolic and friendly ; and no fed- 
ings beside those which are of the most charitable nature." 

In the justness of these remarks we fully ccmcur, and hum- 
bly hope that there will be nothing in this chapter, in discord- 
ance with the sentiments they inculcate. 

Before we enter ftilly into the argument in favour of forms 
of prayer, however, we wish to oflfer two preliminary remarks* 

The^r«* is this, — that in advocating forms of prayer, and 
expressing our decided preference, of this mode of conducting 
worship, over that of extemporaneous devotion, our remarks 
are intended to apply simply to public worship in the sanctu* 
ary. We do not object to extemporaneous prayer in private 
circles, convened for the purpose of social worship. 

And secondly y that in proposing, that public worship should 
be conducted by a prescribed form, we do it sdely <m the 
ground of expediency. Our views on this subject are entirely 
coincid^it with those ctf Mr. Paley, as expressed m his Mor- 
al and Political Philosophy. 

*^ Liturgies or preconcerted forms of puUic devoti<m, being 
neither enjoined in scripture, nor forbidden, there can be no 
good reason for either receivii^ or rejectiiig them but that ol 
expediency; which expetfiency is to be garnered from a com- 
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puiflonc^the advantages and disadvantages attending upon 
this mode of worship, with those which usually accompany 
ejcteo^porary prayer." 

I have no doubt there are advantages and disadvantages 
connected with both these modes of conducting worship. We 
must, therefore, choose that which secures the greatest amount 
of good, with the least amount of evil. 

One of the principal designs of public worship is to produce 
an ^^t upon aursdvea. We do not expect to produce a 
change in the purposes of the unchangeable Jehovah. But 
when we come before him with right views — and express and 
feel the sentiments, which become sinful suppliants at the 
footstool of divine mercy, a change is wrought in us, which 
reoders it consistent with the immutable principles of the di« 
vine government, to grant our petitions. 

Tius is an important fact to be kept in sight while discuss- 
ing the question before us — the great design of prajfer is to 
produce a change in ourselves* 

The devotional exercises of the sanctuary are intended to 
awaken in our minds a sense of our guilt, of our danger, of 
our necessity, of our helplessness, of our entire dependanoe, 
of our littl^iess, and of the greatness, and goodness, and wis- 
dom, and power of our Maker, that our hearts may turn with 
earnest longings towards God-— that our eyes may wait upon 
him, even as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their 
masters — and that we may thus be prepared for the blessing 
we need.* 

Now that mode of worship, whatever it may be, that is 
best acbipted to make such impressions upcm tl^ heart,, and 
secure such results is, most indisputably, the best. The great 
q^iestion then is, by which mode can this efiect be most invari- 
ably produced? We think by a precomposed form of prayer. 

We have no doul^ that under certain circumstances, all 
ihe ends of puUic worship will be most happily attained, 
where the devoticms are ccmducted without a prescribed form. 
And could such a coincidence of circumstances always be cal- 
ealated upon, we cannot say but that, <mi some accounts, we 
riKmld prefer this mode of conducting public wcMnhip* But 

* See ftteee on (he Ateoeneal, ft^ i, p. 104 « alio ¥oL n, p. IM. 
Dv^*! T&cologx, ToL T. p. 75. 
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here is the difficulty : and with us it is an insurmountable 
difficulty. Where you find this happy concurrence of cir- 
cumstances in one instance, in ten other instances you will 
fail to find it: and in all those instances, the great end of pub* 
lie worship is not fiilly attained. 

I will illustrate my meaning. If all ministers had that pow* 
er of intellect, and that &cility of expression, and readiness 
of utterance by which they could pour forth, on the spur of 
the moment, a strain of devotion as intelligent and edifying 
and spiritual, as that contained 'm a precomposed liturgy: imd 
if they were always, when called upon to lead the devotion of 
others, in a truly devotional frame of mind, we should think 
that this mode of conducting public worship had some decided 
• advantages over a prescribed form of prayer, though even 
then, in other particulars we should regard it as wanting de^ 
cided advantages, which a prescript form of prayer poss^sed. 

But there are several things here supposed, which we can- 
not expect to find in all those who minister at the altar. Not 
one in ten of those who minister at the altar can present their 
thoughts, in a form as correct, and impressive, and as well 
calculated to produce deep efiect, on the spur of the momentf 
as if they had previously written what they had to offer. 

Prayer is the most difficult kind of composition. The &cty 
that in the various manuals of devotion, composed by minis- 
ters of different denominations, we have so few good prayers, 
is a striking proof of the truth of this remark. 

In fiirther illustration of the same idea, I will here state ait 
incident which is somewhat to the point. 

A young gentleman, who was ^ucated a Congregational- 
ist, was spending some weeks at a watering place, shortly af- 
ter he had been brought to^a knowledge of the truth. It was 
at that early period with him in his religious experience;- 
when the heart beats warm with the various emotions whiclr 
swell and refresh it, in that new world of light and love into 
whict it has been bom from above. A young friend was 
^s$iociated with him on this occasion, who was just beginning 
ine first exercises of his untried ministry. At this watering- 
place, the company, as usual, was blest with the presence of 
no small number of experienced and devoted clei^ymen, 
whose excessive labors rendered a visit to the springs indis- 
pensable to their refreshment and health. Among these wee 

K 
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one of more than ordinaiy talent and distinctkn, firom the &r 
eastern sea-board, whose &rvof of piety, depth of feeling, and 
cq>ious, fervid flow of langua^ gave an intere^ and pathos to 
his devotional exercises, which are seldmn excelled. In one 
word. It was the devout and heavenly-minded Payson* It would 
atany time, have proved a cordial to any one^s more languid 
heart, to have Mowed the aspirations and breathings of his 
aoul of fire, whife he drew near the mercy seat to speak to 
the great God of Heaven* 

One day the young gentleman above referred to, was invi- 
ted by his clerical companion and friend, to accompany him 
tp the lodgings of this man of Grod. It was an interview long 
lo be remembered. They were both delighted with Payson*a 
wcMiderfiil conversational powers, with the clearness of his . 
mind, the depth of his piety, and the wisdom of his counsel. 
They conversed with him freely upon a variety of subjects 
connected with the christian life and the sacred ministry. 
Among other things, the young minister asked counsel of lus 
more experienced brother, how best he might conduct the 
public devotional exercise* of hi* people* 

His reply was prompt and clear. 

" There are but two ways" — said he — "a carefiil previous 
preparation, or no previous preparation at all. A few gifled 
men whose command oC language is prompt and easy, and 
whose hearts overflow with devout afiections, may safely 
forego all preparation, and vulture upon public prayer witK 
no other guide than the feeb'ngs of their own warm and pious 
hearts. Less fevored and ready men, when unusually de- 
votional, may sometimes succeed well in the same way. But 
when the heart is less sensitive and devotional than it should 
be, where utterance is not ready, and language does not flow 
with c(^ious ease, the only proper, the only tolerable way, is 
to study and prepare every public prayer with the utmost at- 
tention. If, therefore, God has given you great and com- 
manding talents, a ready flow of utterance, great power ol 
language, a warm and devotional heart you may venture to 
lead the devotimis of the congr^;ation extemporaneously, but 
if not, you ought to study your prayers no less than your ser- 
mon." "I hope my clerical friend" — says the young gen- 
tleman in a communication from which I have drawn the 
fisceding particulars, '* derived lasting benefit, in his way 
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from these just and judicious remarks. The one I made o 
them was different perhaps from what either of these good 
men would have expected. Weighing them aflerwards in my 
mind, I reflected that men of readiest utterance are not al- 
ways men with most pious hearts ; that in cases where these 
excellencies are united, the fervor of the spirit is unequal, and 
may falter and fail at the urgent moment of necessity ; and 
that so overwhelming a proporticai of ministers have littte flu- 
ency of utterance, that it would be far wisest and best to re- 
quire all to make careful preparation. Some soaring flights 
might possibly be restrained, but the average elevation would 
be greatly increased. I plainly saw, therefore, that precon- 
ceived forms possessed, upon the whole, manifest and great 
advantages. At this pcnnt I was constrained to ask myself, 
whether it was best or not, to entrust the preparation of these 
precomposed forms to the diflerent individuals who are to of- 
fer them. Would they not attain higher average excellence, 
if written by the most able ministers? — ^Would they not be 
still more improved by selecting the most perfect parts of many 
of the ablest prayers which have been composed and oflered 
in the Lord's house? To my mind the reply to these ques- 
tions was so obvious, that I felt myself constrained to turn to 
the liturgy of the Episcopal church." 

This was thoroughly examined. The examination changed 
all his plans for life. He became an Episcopalian. He went 
through a course of studies preparatory to the ministry. In 
the ministry of the Episcopal Church he laboured for many 
y^ars successfully, receiving multiplied tokens of divine ap- 
probation. And he now bears the office of a Bishop, exert- 
ing a far felt influence in building up religious in^tutions, 
and extending the kingdom of Christ through our sin-desola- 
ted world. 

In the view of the eloquent and talented Payson, then, it 
required no common powers to conduct public worship to the 
highest possible edification, without studied and premeditated 
prayer. And this corroborates the truth of what has been 
already said in this chapter, in relation to the certainty that 
in nine cases out of ten, the prayers of the public sanctuary 
would not be conducted to as much edification, by extempor- 
aneous devotions^ as by a precomposed form. 

There is another idea worthy of attention which here sug. 
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gests itself. In dirme worship we desire to have our thoughts 
elevatecl and filled with as large conceptions of the divine 
ciiaracter, and of the riches and glory of redeeming grace, as 
possible. 

There can be no question but that the public services of 
the sanctuary could be better conducted, and &r more sue* 
cessfully to the certain attainment of the great ends of devo- 
tion, by men of large and lofly and commanding intellect, 
whose minds were filled and fired with the glories of redemp- 
tion, than by those whose mental powers were small, theii 
intellectual vision clouded, and their conception feeble. Thi2< 
conclusion, then, weighs strongly in favor of a form of pray- 
er, to be composed by the loftiest intellects and warmest 
hearts in the church. 

This idea, under a slightly different aspect, is presented in 
a striking manner in the editorial column of one of our reli- 
gious periodicals.* 

" When we use the forms of men of superior piety to our- 
selves, our minds are insensibly lifled up into conformity 
with a standard which is much above their own level. Who 
can estimate the amount of holy influence which the Lord^s 
prayer has in this way exercised on the christian world? 
Who c«ui use it without being conscious of a concentration 
of holy thought, a refluence of all excited feeling to the cakn- 
ness of filial trust, and a lifting up of the entire soul to the 
serene and sublime devotion of the heavenly pattern. Does 
not the testimony of every age of the church — does not the 
experience of every individual believer, bear witness to the 
happy and reflex influence of a perfect model on the mind of 
him who uses it? And if such be the efiect of a perfect 
model, must not a similar efi^t, differing in degree, but the 
same in kind, be consequent on the use of those approxima- 
tions to a perfect model with which the sjpirit of God, through 
the gifts of his most eminent servants, has at di^rent times 
blessed the church? Has not such an efiect been pro- 
duced to a very great extent by means of the inimitable 
collects and other prayers which constitute the liturgy of the 
church?" 

From all these views, I feel compelled to give a decided 
preference to a precomposed form of prayer for public 

*The Churchman for June 17. 1835. 
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^ ^ worship. The difficulty which has been already adverted 
to, is a serious and insurmountable one. I refer to the in- 
controvertible &ct, that the great majority of ministers have 
not the power of conducting the pubhc devotions of the sanc- 
tuary with as much efiect and to as much edification extem- 
poraneously as they could by a precomposed form. 

The second difficulty is still mor^ formidable. — ^Had all 
ministers that clearness and grasp of intellect, and that readi- 
ness of utterence by which they could, on the spur of the 
moment, offer the most eloquent prayers, every one who has 
had any experience in the sacred office, knows that there are 
times in which it becomes necessary for the minister to lead 
the devotions of others in the sanctuary, when he himself 
feels totally unfit for the duty. — ^His heart is cold, and he 
cannot succeed in bringing his feelings up to a truly de- 
votionsd frame. — Under such circumstances, how unfit is he 
to lead the devotions of others by extemporaneous prayer ! 
Will the cold and jejune effiisions of his own mind be likely 
to fan the fire of devotion in the worshippers, or carry up 
their thoughts to heaven, and cause their hearts to kindle 
into seraphic fervor, that they may worship the great Jehovah 
in spirit and in truth? 

But on the other hand, if public worship was conducted 
by a precomposed form, where every sentence was instinct 
with the fervor, of devotion, even were the minister at the 
time in this dead state of feeling, as he proceeded in the 
service, his heart would be kindled into warmth, while the 
minds of the surrounding worshippers would be borne on the 
wings of devotion to the courts of high Heaven. 

The difficulty above adverted to is not an imaginary one. 
A minister of unquestionable piety, and of no ordinary pow- 
ers of mind, who is in the habit of conducting the public 
services of the sanctuary by extemporaneous prayer, has 
been heard to remark, 'At certain times when called to lead 
the devotions of the congregation, I have felt that I would 
have given any thing could I have been permitted to use a 
form of prayer.* 

We cannot, therefore, but come to the conclusion, that in 
the great majority of instances in public worship, tfie eflfect 
produced upon the minds of the peqple, will be far better and 

k3 
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happier, wh^e the worship is conducted hy a precomposed 
ferm* 

To iUuBtrate this subject more fuHy, I will now introduce 
to the attention of the reader, some extracts from the second 
letter of the writer whose narrative occupied the principal 
part of the last chapter. 

" I now proceed, agreeably to my promise, to a vindica- 
tion of the forms of the churcn, and I trust that I shall make 
it appear to your satisfaction that these are good and proper 
m themselves, and agreeable to the practice of the church in 
all ages. I had heard it frequently said, that in the reading 
of prayers there could be little or no devotion; and with- 
out much reflection upon the subject it seemed as if there 
must be some truth in the assertion. The custom was 
so different from that to which I had been used, and my 
mind was so habituated to an entire dependance upon the 
invention of my minister, that I did not dare to suppose that 
there could be any such thing as prayer, where the langua^ 
was premeditated. The supposition even carried with it the 
idea of profanity and I was ahnost ready to condemn un- 
equivocally and without examination. 

" But when I attended upon the worship of the church, 
and noticed the appearance so di^rent from that in congre- 
gational societies — every knee bent and every heart and voice 
seemingly engaged I could not but think that the spirit of 
supplication was there in a greater degree than I had ever 
before witnessed in any other place, and that if the blessing 
of Grod was ever granted to a human petition, it would not 
be withheld from those who manifested so much apparent 
fervency and sincenty." 

I must here be permitted to interrupt the writer for a mo- 
ment to say, that did we come to the house of God with the 
right dispositions of heart, the service of the Episcopal church 
furnishes us with the best conceivable means to inspire tha* 
high state of devotional feeling here described. But it is a 
liimentable fact, that men may put on the external apperance 
great devotion, and have all the aids that can be devised 
? awaken devout feeling, and yet be mocking the Most 
Jigh with mere empty sli^w. This may be done either with 
or without a form. That most evangelical man, the Re?« 
John Newton, remarics: 
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^It must not too hastily betaken for granted, that God 
eannot be worshipped in spirit and in truth by those who use 
a form of prayer, or that he will not a^rd those who so ap- 
proach him any testim(»iy of his acceptance. If the words 
of a form suit and express the desire and feelings of my 
mmd, the prayer is as much mp awn as if I had conceived 
it upcm the spot* • On the other hand, if I have the greatest 
readiness and fluency in diversifying expressions, so that my 
prayer should always appear unstudied and new, yet if my 
spirit, or the spirit of those who join with me, be not ^[igaged 
in it, though I may admire my own performance, and he ap- 
plauded by others, it is no better than a m^:e lifeless form in 
the sight of him who searches the heart.' 

I cannot but concur with the sentiment, which has been 
already expressed, that the attitude observed in prayer, and 
the part which the people take in the public worship of the 
sanctuary, gives to an Episcopal ccmgregation the appear- 
ance of what every worshipping assembly should be-HGi 
Bethel — where constant intercourse is going on between 
earth and heaven. But to return to the letter: 

^^This, with some other circumstances, soon effiiced 
my previous impressions in regard to the reading of pray- 
ers as the effect of early prejudice and led me to con- 
sider the assertions which had been made as the ebulli- 
tions of ignorance and bigotry. I feund that there were 
some congregaticmal ministers who were always in the 
habit of using a form ; that whole associations united in pub- 
lishing and recommending volumes of written prayers for 
the use of their people ; and that family devotions in many 
instances were carried on in this way; and upon reflection, I 
could not consider the singing of psalms, as usually prac- 
ticed, and without any doubt of its propriety, to be any other 
than praying to God and praising him by forms. These 
are precomposed in all congregations, and U*a general union 
is intended in the part of worship which they compose, as 
they partake in a great measure of the nature of prayer, it 
seemed to me that what was right in the one case could not 
be wrong in respect of the other. Besides, I found that 
extemporaneous prayers on the part even of ministers generally 
fell at last into a form ; and that indeed such they must 
always be considered in regard to those who join in the peti 
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tioD8 they contaiiu Public prayer, wether preoomposed or 
extempore, is unavoidably a form to all by whom it is not 
originated, in as much as they leceire wordi which are die* 
lated to them ; and if they are intent only upon their devo- 
UDn it is impossible for them to determine whether the minis- 
ter invents at the moment, or repeats from memory* I 
knew also that as respected myself, I had too oenerally been 
a hearer of prayer, rather than a devout worshipper, and the 
appearance of a great portion of the congr^tion intimated a 
sunilar condition on their part. I found that they were 
ready to criticise the language and style of prayer in the 
same manner they did the sermon : to admire every beauty 
of expression, and to applaud all the minutiae of detail to 
which the occasion led. 

<< With these views, which satisfied me at once that there 
could be no rational objection to forms, even on the part of 
those who rejected them, I proceeded to consider whether 
they were not from the nature of prayer, and in order to the 
suitable edification of the people, far preferaUe to the extem- 
poraneous mode. It is the design of puUic worship that the 
united wants and feelings of a whole congr^ation should be 
expressed. And how is this to be done unless some methoAt j 
be adopted of which there may be a previous general knoW- \ 
ledge? and in the form and order of which all may agree. ' 

<' There is, I think, a great advantage in having a form of 
prayer for the whole church, as it constitutes a bond of union 
which cannot be broken, and tends to the preservation of the 
faith in its purity. Not only the members of one society or 
congregation unite in their prayers and praises to one com- 
mon Father, but the same petitions and thanksgivings are 
ascending to the throne of grace from the church universal. 
And if Christ has promised to hear the requests of two or 
three when gathered together in his name, how much more 
will he grant their petitions when presetted in the same way 
by the thousands and millions who kneel before his altart 

" That forms of prayer are of ancient and divine institu- 
tion is to me evident from scripture. The first piece of 
solemn worship recorded in the Bible is a form — ^the song of 
Moses and the childrin of Israel, afler the destruction of 
Pharoah and his host, which was first repeated by the men 
and nfi^rwards responded by Miriam and the women.—' 
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forms also were given to Moses and Aaron in the wilder- 
ness ; one in relation to the atonement to be made for the 
expiation of an uncertain murder ; another to be used when 
the ark rested, and when it set forward, and a third for the 
blessing of the people by the priest* Besides, the whole 
book of Psalms are forms of prayer and praise which were 
used in Jewish wcHrship, and are still retained in the church. 

" If we come to New Testament times, we find Christ 
providing a form for the use of his disciples, even as John 
also had taught his followers the manner in which they were 
to pray. He always attended the worship of the Jewish 
synagogue, which was carried on altogether by forms, and 
had there been any impropriety in the mode, he certainly 
would not have withheld his reproof. From the time ot 
Christ and his apostles, forms in puUic worship were univer- 
sal in the church until the sixteenth century, and the same 
arguments are to be produced in their favor from ecclesias- 
tical history as in regard to the Episcopacy. 

"When I had satisfied myself of the superior excellence 
of forms over extemporaneous prayers, and become convin- 
ced that they had prevailed Ah all ages of the church, and 
been sanctioned by the example and precept of its great 
Head €uid his apostles, as well as by Moses and the prophets, 
I proceeded to the consideration of the Episcopal Liturgy, 
which I found so rational, so comprehensive, and so well 
adapted to the expressions of public wants and feelings, that 
I could not for a moment withhold my approbation. The 
language is scriptural and solemn, the arrangement excellent 
and instructive, and it may well be said that in the prayer 
booky the bible is discovered in a devotional form. 

" The morning and evening prayers are commenced by 
the reading on the part of the minister, two or three selections 
from scripture, intended to call the people to a sense of their 
condition, and to prepare their minds for the solemnities in 
which they are about to engage. Then follows an earnest 
Exhortation, setting forth the duty of the worshippers, and 
inviting all present to unite in a humble confession of sin, 
which is the first thing necessary when we come into the 
temple of God. We have no praises to ofier, no favors to 
ask for ourselves or others, and no consolations or encourage. 
xnBtkta to receive from the holy writings, without first ai> 
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kD0fi4e(^ing otir traisgressioiis and smcerely soppKcating for 
the pardoning mercy (yf God. 

^ After the Exhe!rtaH(m, in which the minister aoquainta 
the pec^le with the necessity and qualifications of Corifetsum^ 
they all unite, each one for Inmself, in bewailing their sins 
and imploring the forgiveness of their Maker. And if tfiis 
oonfossion be made from the heart ; if this supplication pro- 
ceed fron^ a sincere desire of pardon, and be accompanied 
with strong resolutions of obedience, then are the people en- 
couraged to hope that their iniquities are blotted out; and this 
encourc^ment is conveyed to them by the minister in the 
Declaration cf Absolution which follows. He is author- 
ized by that Almighty Being from whom he derives his com- 
mission, to declare that if they be truly penitent, their sins 
are forgiven ; and on their bended knees they are to receive 
the joyful declaration. 

^ After this, as the restored prodigal, as the pardoned sin- 
ner, as the humble disciple, they are permitted to call God 
•Our Father,* and to unite in that comprehensive form which 
Jesus Christ has commanded us always to use, and by which 
we acknowledge ourselves as his followers. 

"After repeating the Lord^s prayer^ and in view of the 
great privileges received in the forgiveness of sins, and the 
permission through Christ to call God, FcUhery the whole 
congregation unite in solemn ascriptions of praise, the people 
performing their part as well as the minister his, and thus 
manifesting their common interest in the whole service. 

"When the daily course of praises is ended, a Lesson n 
read from the Old Testament, which is followed by a hymn ot 
thanksgiving with reference to the goodness of Grod, in all hm 
revelations to the children of men, and including the meat 
devout adoration of his righteous attributes. To this suc- 
ceeds a Lesson in the New Testament, which is followed by 
another hymn of praise, called forth by a sense of fervent 
gratitude for the interesting truths of he gospel of his dear 
Son. And what can be more proper than, after hearing 
those truths which are able to make us wise unto salvation, 
for the whole congregation to rise and exclaim, with one voice, 
•We praise thee, O God, we acknowledge thee to be the 
Lord,* or « Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he hath vis- 
ited and redeemed his people.' 
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^Ibmns heard the word of Qod as oontainedin^eBeiip' 
tures of the CHd and New Testaments, we proceed to ao* 
knowledge that our Mh as Christians is fotmded theneon ^ 
and in union with the Church universal in heaven and updn 
earth, we declare the several articles of our belief as contain* 
ed in the Apostles' Creed. 

" Then luiving fir^ petitioned for mercy and salvation, we 
proceed to the collects or prayers, which are an|pged agree- 
ably to St. Paul's directicm to Timothy. * I exhort, there' 
fore^ that first of all stipplicationg, prayers^ interceisionit 
and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and for 
aJl in authority,'^ 6^e. The service, by being thrown mto 
short collects instead of cme continued prayer, is better OEdcu- 
lated to keep up the spirit of devotion, and to prevent the mind 
firom losing sight of the sobject befbre it. Our natures are 
such diat we cannot confine our attenticm to any one thinff 
fi)r a great length of time, and XY^ variety in the devotions <» 
the church is admirably adapted to a£&rd that relief which 
the mind requires. 

**In the morning service, the Litany or general suppliait 
tion is introduced, which is the most solemn wad acting 
composition that can well be conceived. Throughout the 
whole, our appeal is to the divine mercy, flowing through Je- 
sus Christ our Saviour; and in the language of Dr. ™cy 
there is nothing which a christian petitimior can wish to ask 
or deprecate, that is not there expressed vvith admirable solem- 
nity and simplicity. 

"Indeed, I have found that pious and sensible men, of f^ 
denominaticms, speak highly of the Liturgy of the Church; 
and this of itself is a convincing proof that it is an excellent 
form of sound words ; and I trust that there are thousands 
and tens of thousands now in the paradise on high, crying 
with saints and angels, holy, holy, holy Lord God of Hosts, 
and hymning praises to the Lamb that was slain, who knew 
no other services in the temple of €rod below than those in 
which the members of the Episcopal Church unite. They 
were compiled by saints and martyrs, prophets and apostles ;— 
for many hundred years they composed the whole of the pub- 
lic devotions of the church, and they still remain, having es* 
eaped the corruptions of popery and the innovations of heresy 
pure and unadulterated. Cold then must be the heart, anJ 
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lifeless the afi^ctions of those who cannot, in the worship ol 
the.Church, pray and praise with the spirit; who, in the pray* 
ers of saints and the hiedlelujahs of angels, cannot rise above 
this fleeting, transitory scene, and hold sweet communion 
with their God and Saviour* 

*'In vindication of the postures practised by the church in 
public worship, I need say but little to you. They are ration- 
al, signifi^nt.and scriptural* In prayer, churchmen kneel 
afler the example of Moses, and Solomon, Daniel, Paul and 
Christ. It is said by some, that the posture is of no conse* 
quence^ provided the heart be right. But this in my (pinion 
is incorrect and absurd, and if carried to its full extent, would 
destroy every appearance of religion. The same assertion 
in regard to one external may be applied to all the rest, and 
with equal propriety can it be said, that if the heart be right, 
it is no matter whether a person attend public worship, re- 
ceive the sacrament, or perform all or any other outward du- 
Qr, although prescribed by the law of ClaisU In this, as in 
lul other tmngs, scripture is to be the test of propriety |is well 
as of truth, and I do not believe we shall find in the Bible a 
single instance of a prayer being ofifered to God in any other 
posture than that of kneeling. It is true we read of some 
that Hood and prayed. — Solomon was one of these. *He 
ttood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the 
congregation of Israef and prayed. ' And it v>a8 sOy that 
when Solomon had made an end of praying — he arose from 
before the altar of the Lor d^ from kneeling on his knees with 
hands spread up to heaven.^ This then was his standing — 
not upon his feet but upon his knees, and as the word ex- 
(presses simply a general disposition of the body, and not the 
precise posture, we may from analogy suppose, while the 
universal custom in the east confirms the hypothesis, that in 
every mstance where standing is mentioned, kneeling was 
practised. The heathen kneel before their deities of wood 
and stone, and shall christians, when they address the God 
of heaven, shew less respect than pagans who worship at tho 
gtatues of dumb and senseless idols ! 

"Standing in praise is a posture observed in the church. 
Prayer humbles us and brings us upon our knees in view of 
our own unworthiness ; praise exalts us in contemplation of 
tbe perfections of that God whom we adore, I^i the one, a 
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sense of guilt and the need of pardon are expressed ; in the 
other, we give vent to the grateful emotions of the soul, and 
rejoice before the Lord our King. 

'' When the scriptures are read, it is the custom of the 
church to sit, which is the proper posture for hearing with at- 
tention, and one in regard to which there is but little di6fer- 
ence of opinion. 

" These are all the ceremonies of the church, andalthough 
they may appear strange and unpleasant to such as have 
always been used to a di£^rent mode, I trust they will be 
found, upon examination, proper in themselves, and agreea* 
ble to the will and the word of God. 

" I will conclude this letter with an extract from the oele- 
brated Miss Hannah More, upon the service of the church, 
and leave you to make your own comments both upon that, 
and upon what I have offered. 

*"Most sincerely attached to the Church myself, not, as 
far as I am able to judge, from prejudice, but from a fixed 
and settled conviction, I regard its institutions mth a venera- 
tion at once affectionate and rational. Never need a chris- 
tian, except when his own heart is strangely indisposed, fail 
to derive benefit from its ordinances, and he may bless the 
overruling providence of God, that in this instance, the natur- 
al variableness and inconstancy of human opinion is, as it 
were, fixed, and settled, and hedged in by a stated service, 
so pure, so evangelical, and which is enriched by such a 
large infusion of sacred scripture. If so many among us con- 
temn the service as having been to us individually fruitless 
and unprofitable, let us enquire whether the blessing may not 
be withheld because we are not fervent in asking it. If we 
do not find a suitable humiliation in the Confession^ a be- 
coming earnestness in the Petitions^ a congenial joy in the 
Adoration^ and a corresponding gratitude in the ThanksgW' 
ing, it is because our hearts do not accompany our words; 
it is because we rest in the form of godliness, and are con- 
tented to remain destitute of its power. If we are net duly 
interested when the select portions of Scriptures are read to 
us, it is because we do not, as new bom babes, desire the sm- 
cere milk of the word that we may grow thereby. Perhaps 
tliere iiaa not been, since the age of the apostles, a church 
upon earth, in which the public worship was so solemn and 
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jpet ao cheerful, 80 siiD|^ and yet eo aoblkne ; so fuU offer 
voTy and at the same time ao free fiom enthiiaiaam; ao rich 
in the gold of christian antiquity, yet ao aatooishin^y exempl 
fiom ita droaa* That it haa imperfeotiona we do not deny , 
but what are they conroared with ita general excelleccef 
They are as the spots of the sun's disk, which a sharp ob- 
server may detect, but which ndther diminish the wwrmth 
nor obacure the brightness.' 

^'These are the sentiments of a person, who, in the (^pin* 
ion of the serious of all denominations, has fought vidiantly, 
through a long life, for the Lord her God, and who deserves 
for her labors in the cause of Christ the highest h(»iors of the 
diurch militant. That they may have their due influence 
upon your mind is the ardent prayer of 

Your affectionate friend and well wisher, 

I will conclude this chapter by adverting to three promi- 
nent excellencies in the liturgy of our church, whidi have 
not been particularly dwelt upon in the preceding remarks* 

The JlrH is, its conservative power. It is calculated to 
keep the doctrines of the church pure, and stand as an in- 
superable barrier in the way of fundamental error. On this 
point, a writer,*' to whom I have already referred, remarks: 

" Our Liturgy is not contrived, like Mr. Pope's universal 
prayer, to suit the taste of infidels and heretics. But its lan- 
guage on all the fundamental doctrines of Christianity is clear 
and decisive. This circumstance, indeed, will not recom- 
mend it to those who have imbibed the spirit of the present 
day ; in which indifference to all religious truth, misnamed 
charity and candor, has overflowed, like a deluge, almost 
every rank and order of men. Our reformers sought not to 
please men, but God. They sought not to gratify the pride 
of philosophy. They took care not to open a passage, where- 
by man's fallen reason might be exalted to the throne of 
judgment, while <the oracles of Grod,' in a state of degrada^ 
tion, are placed at the footstool. Ease of conscience in those 
persons, who, while they pretend respect for Divine levda- 
tion, trample them under their feet, was no part of their con- 
oern. But the dedsive language of our Liturgy will endear 
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It to those who believe, *that there is no other name rnidei 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved, hot 
the name of Jesus Christ' Therein the doctrines of the Fall 
the Trinity, the Atcmement and saving merit of Christ, and thff 
sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit are asserted in point 
ed and energetic terms. 

** So clear and definite are the sentiments contained in the 
book of Common Prayer on these cardinal points, that every 
person in our assemblies, who verbally adopts and yet in 
wardly disbelieves them, is condemned out of his own mouth 
And should such a monster of duplicity ever arise, as an 
Arian, Socinian, or Pelagian clergyman, continuing such, he 
would be restrained by his own subscriptions and confessionf 
from ever venting his heretical opinions, and thereby poison 
ing the minds of others, or would be obliged every time he 
appeared in the congregation of the ^thful, to proclaim hi» 
own dishonesty. Let the enlarged minds of unbelievers con 
demn as much as they will, the narrowness of our creed, 
those, who are concerned for the honor of Qod and the wel- 
fare of mankind, ^vill rejoice that we have such a barrier 
erected against the admission of those into the fold of Christ, 
whose business it is to 'steal, to kill, and to destroy.' Bless- 
ed be God, for the Liturgy of our church''* 

The second point, is its variety. It has something to suit 
the wants of every class and description of people, and under 
all the circumstances in which they may be placed. On this 
point I may adopt the poetic language of Mrs. Hemans, and 
say, art thou a 

** Traveller in the stranger't land. 
Far from thine own household band ; 
Mooraer, haunted by the tone 
Of a Toice from this world gone ; 
Captive, in whose narrow eell 
Sunshine hath not leave to dweU { 
Sailor, on the darkening i 



here is an appropriate service in which you can 

« Lift the heart and bend t^e knee.' " 

The services are formed with a comprehensiveness that 
embraces "all sorts and conditions of men," has offices thai 
are adapted to all the trying circumstances in which the hu 
man ftunily are liable to be plaoed, «id can fiimtsh the fervid 
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language of devotion which will be in harmony with almost 
every variety of feeling, which the christian ezpeneoces in 
che whole course of his pilgrimage from earth to heaven. In 
illustration of Hhis remark, I will again introduce an extract 
from the author, to whom reference was just made. 

" The variety of forms which occur in our liturgy, and 
their judicious accommodation to all our spiritual necessities, 
constitute another characteristic of its excellence. The com- 
pilation proves that the authors of it were well read in the 
present state of human nature. They were well acquainted 
with the fallen, guilty, corrupt, and helpless state of man, 
and with the glorious provision which the gospd makes for 
our present and eternal comfort. Is the christian worshipper 
oppressed in spirit from a recollection of his sins? Here are 
confessions of sin, and deprecations of the anger of Grod, 
that will adequately express his feelings ; here are promises of 
pardon, that will approve themselves to his heart, by their 
exact correspondence with his wishes. Is he joyful in spirit? 
Here he is furnished with h3rmns of praise, that will describe 
in lowly terms the grateful emotions of his breast. We shcdl 
find it difficult to point out any situation of a public or private 
nature, relative either to our souls or bodies; but it is compre- 
hended in our admirable forms." 

There is one more feature to which I will briefly advert — 
the Spirituality cf our Liturgy. 

"The spirituality of. our liturgy is another of its excellen- 
cies. Nothing is to be found therein to satisfy the conscience 
of the formalist and pharisee; but, on the contrary, every 
thing that is calculated to awaken attention to the necessity 
of the worship of the heart, communion with God, and real 
delight in his service. Herein we are taught that "€rod is a 
spint, and that they who worship him anght, must worship 
him in spirit and in truth." The absurdity of the language 
of mere compliment, when addressed to Him, who searcheth 
the heart, is plainly pointed out ; and the worship of our 
church is adapted exclusively to the use of those, who desire 
and expect to enjoy on -earth, in the courts of the .Lord's 
house, that which may aflbrd them a foretaste of, and fit them 
for, more refined and exalted pleasures at God's righ^. hand 
for evermore."* 

• Biddttlpb'i EsMiyi, p. SSk 
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CHAPTER VII 



saoBunATioif. 



^< borelj they that are not born again, ifaall one daj wiih thej had 
aeverbeen born." 

JlrMuhep Zaghion, 

I desire the reader for one moment to carry himself back 
m imagination eighteen hundred years, and to suppose* the 
temple at Jerusalem now standing, and its walls, and towers, 
and gates, precisely what they were when thcf feet of the 
bless^ Saviour trod the streets of the holy dty. I desire 
that he will also for a moment permit me to suppose that we 
have commenced a walk for the purpose of surve3ring the 
temple and its environs. Already have we passed through a 
gate leading to the temple. In the entrance, we met with 
one of the tribe of Benjamin, and thus addressed him : 

" Can you tell us what is the name of this gate?" 

" Its name is BeauUfuly^* said he. 

We lingered and marked the peculiarities of the spot with 
great care and attention. This gate was perfectly unique. 
No other portal to the temple was like it. It was situated in 
the outer wall, on the eastern side, and splendidly ornamented 
with Corinthian brass — a metal in higher esteem than either 
silver or gold.f It equalled the sanctuary in height, which 
was more than a hundred cubits. Its folds were fifty cubits 
high, and forty broad, and were covered with plates of 
gold and silver. 

We then left this spot and strolled through the spaciouf 
courts that surrounded the sanctuary. At length, after 
having gazed upon every part of this wonderous architectw- 

• Acts 3, 2. 

t Jahn'k Bib. Arehsologr Fur. Sit. p. 43^ 
l2 
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ral pile, we felt almost mazed and coofounded by the spleiw 
dor and multiplicity of the vast and magnificent objects 
around us. — Scarcely knowing what course to take in order 
to retrace our steps, we met with one of the tribe of Leri, 
and said to him,— 

** Can you tell us the way to the Beautiful gatef 

" Yes," he replied. 

But, instead of directing us to the magnificent entrance 
through which we passed, after we had climbed our weary 
way up those numerous steps from the valley of Gedron, ha 
led us to the west side of the Temple, and pointed to a {^, 
not more than thirty cubits high and fifteen broad, which 
connected the Temple, by means of a bridge over the valley 
below, with Mount Zion, and said — 

«« There is the Beautifiil gate." 

^^ It cannot be," was our reply. << This is not the gale 
we entered. It has none of the raarics of splendor which 
characterized tkat^ and is fiur inferiw in height. We rei^ 
to the gate that is sitoated on the ^ast aide of the Temple, 
and the ascent to it is from the valley of Cedron." 

'^Oh !" replied the Levite, '< you mean the Magmfieent 
gate* That is the name of the great eastern gate. We call 
this J whidi leads to Mount Zion, BeMiHfidy and that Mag* 
nificetUJ*^ 

Now, although some confusion and incohv^iienee nnght 
arise from the supposed circumstance, that the individuals 
of two tribes, called a partioilar gate by two names, no one 
however, would argue from this, that one of those tribes did 
not admit the existence of that particular gate. 

The foregoing hypothesis, has been stated to illustrate the 
folly of a omtroversy between difier^it denominations of 
christians, in relation to the use and application of the term 
Regeneration. A difierence of meaning is attached to this 
jerm. On one of the gates of Zion, some inscribe Regenet" 
ation; while others hang up on the same gate, the inscriptbn 
Reruwation. The latter write R^eneration over another 
gate; thus applying the term R^neration to one, and the 
term Renovation to the other. 

In the popular sense, the term Regeneration is applied to a 
chan|};e of heart, which is efkcted through the operation of 
the Holy Spirit, and accompanied with genuine repei^anc? 
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and evangelical &ith. Whether this be the correct and an- 
cient use of the term, or a new and mod^n i^hcation of h, 
ft is no part of our object to enquire. This term, however, 
to the minds of some christians, conveys another meaning. 
They understand by " Regeneration^^ a change of state, or 
of relationsh^ They suppose that this term denotes the 
external act of translating one from the world to the church — 
from the state of an alien, into a new and covenanted state. 
These apply the term " RenovoHofC^ to the great mOTal 
ehange wrought in the heart of the sinner, when he is led to 
** believe to the saving of his soul." 

^ Others there are, who apply the term regeneration to all 
jhat takes place in Baptism. As baptkm is a divine ordi- 
nance, they suppose that divine influences are through this 
medium imparted to the soul. They pretend not to say what 
^ehange is wrought, nor what benefits are thus conferred — but 
whatever they are, whether external or internal, they suppose 
^le term r^eneration represses them all. 

A third class, though diey suppose that the term regenera- 
tion necessarily imphi^ the idea of a new moral creation in 
the soul, also suppose that it implies the sacramental act of 
being washed by water, and that no person, in strict propri- 
ety, can be said to be r^enerated, until he has been *'bom 
of water," according to our Saviour's explanation q/[ the new 
birth — *« except a man be bom of water and the Spirit, he 
<»nnot enter into the kingdcnn of Heaven." 

Iliere are others, to whom thw term conveys other slmdes 
of meaning. Now, because these christians use the term re- 
generation to denote these various ideas, have we on this ac* 
count a right to condude that they do not believe in the ne 
cessity of that spiritual change, to which, in common and 
popular use, the term regeneration is applied? — Certainly 
not. We might just as well argue that the Levite, in the 
suppossed case above referred to, did not adbnit there was any 
such passage that opened to the Temple, as that of the 
Beautiful gate, because he applied that term to another gate, 
which led to Mount Zion, After all, this is a controversy 
about words, and did not the term regeneration occur if 
the Prayer Book, and was not the use of it there, made the 
ground of objection to the Episcopal Church, we woulo not 
ipend a single moment in discussii^ what is its proper 
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and legitimate application — fi>r we can scarcely lock upcm snxk 
a discussion in any other light than as ^a strife of loardf." 

In reference to die use of this word in our haptunnal offices 
we cannot but concur in the s^iitiment expressed by the yen- 
erable Bishop of the Eastern Diocese, ths^ <* an alteration ol 
some few expressions in our litui^ wo*ild renoer explana- 
tions less necessary, and would remove one great obstacle to 
the success of our labors." The very ^t that so much expla- 
nation is necessary to render thb word rightly understood, 
and that those who approve of its use, still understand it in so 
many different senses, constitutes in our view a reason why 
it is desireable that some other word should- be substituted ia 
its place, in an instrument constructed for sucn general use, 
and for so solemn and momentous a purpose, as that of ad* 
mitting members into the Church of Christ. 

What we shall principally attempt, by way of ducidating 
this subject, will be to show, 

1. That whatever theories, di£ferent Episcopalians may 
adopt, in relation to the true meaning of the term regtneratum^ 
by none of these theories, or the holders of them, is denied 
the necessity of a change of heart — the necessity of a new 
and internal moral creation^ effected by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, and having no necessary connection wiUi the 
act of baptismal washing* 

2. That whatever exposition is given to the term R^^^ier- 
ation, as it occurs in the Prayer Book, the use of it, as it 
there occurs, can be shown to be ccmsistent with the doe* 
trines of scripture. 

The present chapter will be occupied in the illustration ot 
the first of these propositions. The seccmd proposition will 
be taken up in the succeeding chapter. 

We are to show, that whatever theories diflferent Episcopa- 
lians may adopt in relation to the true meaning of the term 
regeneration, by none of these theories, or the holders rf 
them, is denied the necessity of a change of heart or of a 
new and internal moral creation, effected by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, and having no necessary connection with the 
act of baptism. 

This position will be fiiUy established, if it can be shown, 
that this great moral change has been insisted upon, as a 
doctrine of vital importance and as something having no 
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necessary connection with baptism, by all the great and dis- 
tinguished Divines in the Anglican and American Churches, 
who have used the Prayer Book as a proper ritual, both for 
conducting public worship, and administering the sacraments 
of the Gospel. 

Dr. Miller, a Presbyterian Divine, who has been long 
known as one of th6 distinguished Professors in the Theolo- 
gical Seminary at Princeton, remarks in a recent publication 
that " nothing can be more certain than that the mass of the 
English reformers distinctly taught that Baptism is a sign 
only of regeneration, — ^that the thing signified, might or 
might not accompany the administration of the outward ordi- 
nance, according as it was received worthily or otherwise. 
In support of this assertion, the most explicit quotations 
might be presented from the writings of those distinguished 
martyrs and prelates — Cranmer, Latimer, Ridly and Hooper: 
and after them, from the writings of the eminent Bishops, 
Jewell, Davenant, Hall, Usher, Reynolds, Leighton, Hop- 
kins, Tillotson, Beveridge, Burnet, Seeker, and a host of 
other Divines of the English Church, of whose elevated char- 
acter, it would be little less them an insult to any intelligent 
reader to atfe mpt to offer testimony."* And I may also add 
that these men have in their writings every where taught the 
necessity of a spiritual regeneration — an internal seuictifica- 
tion, by which the heart is renewed, and wholly given up to 
God. 

As a specimen of the doctrines which they held and taught, 
take the following illustrations. 

Archbishop Usher, who died in 1666, says ; 

" Baptism is but the porch, the shell, the outside ; all that 
are outwardly received into the visible church, are not spirit' 
ually ingrafted into the mystical body of Christ. Some have 
the inward grace, and not the outward sign : we must not 
commit idolatry by deifying the outward element ""]■ 

Bishop Hall, who died in 1656, thus addresses baptized 
persons: 

• Miller on Baptism, p. 129. See also in further proof of this— 
« Baptism the Seal of the Christian Covenant," hj Rev. T. T. Biddulph, 
also Christian Obsenrer, vol. xn. p. 388, and Christian Observer, vol. 
»r. p. 180. 

t Udier's Body of DiviaiCy. Se« r|. 183, 191, 192, 196. 
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^ If you find your hearts unclean, your hands idle and un- 
profitable, your ways crooked and unholy, your corrupti<His 
alire and lively, never pretend to any r^oewing : your are the 
old mm still ; and however you may go for cfuristians, yet ye 
have denied the power of Christianity in your lives, and if ye 
so continue, the fire of hell shall have so much the rogre pow- 
er over you, for that it finds ikt baptisaud water uwm your 
faces."* 

Archbishop Leighton, who died in 1684, says : 
'* Our adoption is not a mere extrinsical denomination, as 
an adq)tion among men; but is accompanied with a real 
change in those tlmt are adopted — a new nature and ^rit 
being infiised into them, by reason of which, they are like- 
wise besotten of God, and bom again by the supernatural 
work of regeneration. They are like their heavenly Father ; 
they have his image renewed in their souls. They have their 
Fair's spirit, and are actuated and led by it. Thb is the 
gre£^ mystery of the kingdom of God, which puzzled Nico- 
demus ; it was darkness to him at first, till he was instructed 
in that night, under the covert whereof he came to Christ. 

'* This adoption is sometimes ascribed to subordinate means ; 
to baptism, called therefore the laver of regeneraHon, TiU 
S. 5. 6cc. But all these means have their vigor and efficacy 
in this great work, from the Father of Spirits^ who is their 
Father in their first creation and infusion, and in this their re- 
generation, which is a new and second creation. If any man 
he in Chridf he it a new cr^cUvre.^f 
Bishop Hopkins, who died in 1690, remarks : 
"There is an external, relative, or ecclesiastical sanctifica- 
tion, which is nothing else but the devoting or giving up of a 
thing or person unto God, by those who have power so to do : 
And also there is an internal, real and spiritual sanctification, 
and in this sense, a man is said to be sanctified, when the 
Holy Ghost doth infuse into his soul the habits of divine grace, 
and maketh him partaker of the divine nature, whereby he ia 
inwardly qualified to glorify God in a holy life Baptism is 
(he imrnsdiate means of our external and relative sanctifica*. 
tion unto God. The sanctification, regeneration, and ado|» 

* BUhop Hall's Wori^t, yol. v. Sermon xx. p. SM. 
f Leighton't Works, vol. i. p. 1«D. 



Digitized 



by Google 



CH. rtU] ▲ WAUC AMOVT BIOll. 11€ 

BiatMip Boroet : Bishop Bradfoid. 

Hon, conferred upon us at our admission into the visible 
Church is external and eeclesUuHcaV^ And again : 

*^ Baptism is not so much the means of internal and real 
sanctification, as if all to wluHn it is administered were there* 
by i^iritually renewed, and made partakers of the Holy Ghost 
m his saving grace.'' 

To baptized persons, who were living in impenitence, ha 
addressed this language : '< What \ shall your names be in 
the register of Christ, and yet your souls be in the hands ol 
the Devil ? Will you carry his enidgn in your forehead, and 
yet fight against him in his own camp? This is not only hos- 
tilitv, but treason : and as rebels and traitors are more severe^ 
Ay d^t with than enemies, so shall you be ; and believe it, 
tie flames of hell bum the m<»re funously, for your being 
^rinkled with baptismal water."^ 

Bishop Burnet, who died 1715, says : 

«« We look on all sacramental actions as acceptable to God, 
only with regard to the tem^per^ and ike inward acts of the 
perscm to whom they are applied, and cannot consider them 
as medicines, or charms, which work by a virtue of their 
own, whether the person to whom they are applied, co-oper- 
ates with them or not."t 

Bishop Bradford, who died 1731, remarks : 

*' It is the way of the scriptures to speak to, and of, the vis- 
ible members of the Church of Christ under such appellationa 
and eiqpressions as may seem at first hearing to imply thas 
they are all of them truly righteous and holy persons. Tlius 
the Apostles style those to whom they write, in general 
*< saints"; speak of them as ^^aanctified in Christ Jemup 
dkagen of God^ buried with Christ in baptism, risen again 
with him from the dead, sitting with him in heavenly places^ 
saved by the washing cf regeneration*^ The reason ol 
which is; that they were visibly by obligation, and by profes- 
«£tt all this, which was thus represented to them, the more 
efifectually to stir than up, and engage them to hve according 
to dieir (NTofessicm and c^ligation. But yet it is too evident 
firom divers passages in th^ writings, and experieiice has 

* See Bishop Hopkins' Works, toI. % pp. 418, 496. Alio, CMitiv 
QlMenrer, toI. 14, p. 588. 

fKihop Burnet on die S1^ Ailiolet. 
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confirmed to us the same thing, that both in their times and 
ever since, there have been many who have enjoyed ^tke 
washing of regenercUion* (or baptism,) whose teavpers and 
manners have demonstrated that they were not also 'reiiao- 
edhythe Holy Crhost.^ 

'* What St. Paul says of the Jews may be repeated with re- 
spect to christians ^Iso, with a little variation of the words : 

"* He is not a christian which is one outwardly, neither is 
that regeneration (namely, such as will be efl^ual to salva- 
tion) which is. outward in the flesh; but he is a christian 
which is one inwardly: and regeneration is that c^the heart, 
in the spirit, and not in the letter : whose praise is not of men, 
but of God.' . 

*' God will not accept of men on account of their having 
complied with some external and ritual institutions, while 
they have no regard to the design of them. The institutions 
of Christ do not work like charms, but being app(Hnted to be 
used by reasonable creatures, there is a disposititMi of mind 
in the person using them, necessary to the rendering them 
effectual.* 

Archbishop Seeker, who died 1768, remarks : 

** When it is said that the sacraments, (Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper,) are means of grace, we are not to understand 
either that the performance of the mere outward acticm doth, 
by its own virtue, produce a spiritual effect in us ; or that Grod 
hath annexed any such effect to thai alone : but that he will 
accompany the action with his blessing, provided U be done 
as it ought ; with those qualifications which he requires."! 

It would be easy to extend these quotations from the wri- 
tings of the more modem English Divines, but I will add noth- 
ing farther, except the remark of the Dean of Chichester, who, 
in England, in 1817, was regarded as one of the staunchest 
advocates for baptismal regeneration. He remarks : 

*' The inseparability of baptism and r^neration is a doo 
trine falsely ascribed to the clergy* No minister of the Epis« 
copal Church ever did, or ever could really assert it. 'Hiis 
doctrine is a foolish and papistical superstition."^ 

* A Disoourse published bj the Society fcr promoting Chrittian know- 
ledge. 

f Secfeer't Works, vol. it. p, 415. 

i This is given ts the sabstanee of the Dean's rcinaik« in the 16th vol. of 
Christian Observer, p. Ml. 
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To these English testimonies, I will subjoin three or fear 
from American Bishops. 

The Rt. Rev. J. H. Hobart, D. D. late Bishop of New 
York, remarks : 

*^ In the offices of Baptism and also in that of Confirmation, 
the terms regenerate and born again are applied to those who 
are baptized. And this circumstance has given rise to the 
unfunded opinion that the Church does not maintain the 
necessity of any spiritual change, but that which takes place 
in baptism. It appears, however, from these very c^ces, 
that the Church does most strenuously insist, in t)^ case of 
those who are baptized, on that * renewing of the mind,' 
or that * renewing of the Holy Ghost,' to which in mod- 
em times, the term regeneration is applied. The scrip- 
tural application of this term is to bapHmu Thus the 
Apostle speaks of * the washing of regeneraticoi,' evident- 
ly meaning baptism, and as a distinct operation, ^ the renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghdst.' Regeneration is always applied in 
the writings of the first ages of the christkn church to bap- 
tism ; and a different construction of this term in modern 
times, to denote a change of heart and life, has given rise to 
very erroneous opinimis as to the view of the church cm this 
important subject. By r^neration, she means a change of 
siate^ from our natural state in which we have no title to the 
blessings of the gospel covenant, to ' a state of grace or sal- 
vation in the christian church, in- which we have a title, oil 
the conditions or qualjficcUions of repentance and feith, and 
evangelical obedience, to the privil^e of pardon and grace, 
and eternal life which Christ purchased for his mystical 
body.'"* 

In relation to the Bishop's theory, as to the meaning of the 
term regeneration, we at present have nothing to do. The 
purpose for which we have introduced this quotation is to show, 
that those Episcopalians who embrace the idea of a baptis- 
mal regen^tion, mean by this something quite different 
from a change of heart — and that they most distinctly and 
steadily avow their belief in the necessity of this internal and 
spiritual change. 

Bishop Onderdonk of Pennsylvania, who adopts the theory 
of two distinct regenerations, the hajp^ismal and the nujrali 

* CoiDpAoion for tl>c book of Ck>mnM>n Fragrcr. 

M 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



113 ▲ WAIK Ammt wmmm [a 

Yiewi of Bp. Grifwcdd on H e g — cni t io a. 

^most explicitly warns the cardess member of the church, 
that his baptism does ik^ imply, that ke has the new keartin 
any degree whatemrj or in any whatever of its^ments."* 

Biihop Griswold takes anotli^ view of the meaning of the 
term regeneraiey but most strenuously inosts upon the neoes- 
sity of a change of heart, which may take place at, before, 
or after baptism. His remarks which follow, we are confi- 
dent will throw additional light upon this subject* 

*' What we ought precisely to understand by the word re- 
generation, has been of late years much controverted. Among 
Christians, even the most learned, there is a diversky of opin- 
ion respecting a correct use of thb word. Some view regen% 
eration as having no connection with baptism, as the com- 
mencement of sanctificaticn ; in th^r view it is the change of 
the heart. The Scriptures, we know, teach nothing more 
clearly than that the heart must be renewed, created again un- 
to good works ; and this must unquestbnaUy be the work of 
God's Spirit. None can wkh any reason pretend that this is 
effected by the washing of water. But they who hold to this 
spiritual regenerati(Mi may difier but little except in the use of 
words from others, who, by regeneration, understand the 
change <^ state whkh is e^cted by baptism. It is to be re- 
gr^ted that there should be a verbal difier^oce among Chris- 
tians on this point. It causes uncharitable disputation, and 
the appearance of great difierence in doctrine, even where lit- 
tle or nmie exists. It has also caused a misunderstanding of 
the language of our litui^. Some infer from it, that we be- 
lieve in no necessary change of heart, but what is e^kcted in 
baptism ; and others, that no baptized person, though ever so 
wicked, can with propriety, be addressed as unr^enerate. 

In my view of this subject, it is by divine wisdom so order- 
ed, that the sacrament which admits us into the Church and 
covenant with Grod, symbolizes or represents this new Inrth. 
Baptism strictly speaking is not regeneration ; it is rather a . 
sacram«ital representation of the new birth. But it is naturiR, 
and it is authorized in the figurative use of words to speak ot 
this sacrament as being whiU it signifies or represents. It in 
time became common to speak of a baptized person as b^ng 
regenerate, or bom again. Saeramentally, baptized persons 
may be said to be new creatures; they have professed fiutb 
* Onderdonk on RegeBernUon, p IS. 
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in Christ, and promised to walk * in newness of life,' and they 
have received the sacramental sign and seal of their covenant 
with God, and of thdr adoption to be his children. And if 

iin the language of our Church) < they receive baptism rigkU 
^," they are not in appearance only, but truly ' members of 
Christ, children of Grod, and heiis of his heavenly kingdom.' 
But though they receive the outward * washing of regenera* 
tion,* if they have not the repentance which is * required of 
persons to be baptized,' they are not benefitted ; they are still 
* in the gall of bitterness.' Our article especially, and very 
truly declares ' that in such only as worthily receive the sa- 
craments, they have a wholesome effect or operation, but they 
that receive them unworthily purchase to themselves damna- 
tion ;' that is, if they come to baptism without repentance and 
faith, their sins are increased instead of being washed away." 

Again — ^*«Our Church in her ministrations wisely Mows 
where the sure word of God directs her. She also speaks of 
baptism as the washing of regeneration — as a religious and 
very solemn transaction, denoting the new birth ; and with- 
out interrupting the solemnities of the sacrament with any 
suspicions of h3rpocrisy, in the language of that charity, 
which hopeth all things, and believeth all things, she sup- 
poses that the person or child baptized possesses, or through 
God's grace in a time accepted, will possess the requisite 
qualifications. The proper examination into the qualifica- 
tions of those who are to be baptized should be at some time 
previous. During the solemn service, it would be less fitting 
to suggest doubts about the efficacy of the sacrament, or the 
smcerity of those who receive it. In ancient times these things 
were well understood, and our Church retains the language 
of former ages. 

** In the present state of religion, there is, we have obser- 
ved, some confasion in the use of theolo^cal terms: christians 
hear them, every one, *in his own language, and in the 
tongue wherein he was born.' This makes it necessary for 
us frequently to give these explanations. An alteration of 
some few expressions in our liturgy would render these ex- 
planations less necesscury, and would remove one great obsta* 
cle to the success of our labors. But till such alteration, by 
the permission of God, and the wisdom of his Church, shaU 
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be made, let us be careful rightly to understand her language, 
and to embrace her sound and scriptural doctrine."* 

Bishop McHvaine remarks, that " understanding by rc^n- 
eration just what the Saviour meant by being ^bom of the 
Spirit^ and the apostles, by * being made alive in Vhrigt 
Jesusy or * a new creature in Christ Jesus,' he, in accordance 
with a most ' glorious company of apostles, and a most noble 
army of martyrs,' and a most numerous and splendid retinue 
of pious, learned and dignified Episcopalians, professes the 
opinion, without the least hesitation, that there is * no ground 
for believing, either from scripture, or from reason, or from 
experience, or from analogy, that the grace symbolized, in- 
variably accompanies its appointed symbol.' It is not denied 
that such may sometimes be the case, but that it is always 
the case. The opinion maintained is, that regeneration may 
take place, before^ atj and after baptismJ*^ 

These copious extracts from the writings of some of the 
most prominent Divines connected with the Episcopal 
Church, both on this and the other side of the Atlantic, have 
been spread before the reader, to fix his attention upon the fact 
that among all the holders of these various theories in rela- 
tion to the meaning of the term regenerate, the necessity of 
a change of heart through the operation of the Holy Spirit, 
independently of baptism, so far from oeing denied, is explicitly 
avowed and asserted. 

Since then all Episcopalians declare their belief in the ne- 
cessity of such a change, can an objection with any propriety 
be raised against the Episcopal Church on account of some 
peculiarity in the use of the word regeneration? Afler all, 
it is a mere controversy about the use of a word. — ^And per- 
haps we are not so peculiar in the use of it as some at first may 
suppose. Richard Baxter, a non-comformist, and the author 
of the ' Call to the unconverted,' and also of the • Saints' Rest,* 
remarks, 

" We are sacramentally buried and risen with Christ, as 
dead to sin, and made new creatures, when we are baptised , 
therefore it is called the laver of regeneration." 

The Presbyterian " Confession of Faith"^ declares that 
•* Baptism is a sign and seal of regeneration," and that, al- 
though grace is not so tied to baptism, as that none can bo 

«Biihop GriswoM's Sermons, pp. S15. 222. 
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regenerated without it, or so that all are regenerated who re- 
ceive it, or at the time of receiving it, " yet notwithstanding 
by the right use of this ordinance, the grace promised is not 
only oflfered, but really exhibited and conferred by the Holy 
Ghost to such (whether of age or infants,) as that grace be- 
longeth unto, according to the counsel of God's own will, in 
his appointed time."* 

The Heidleberg Catechism, the standard of the Reformed 
Dutch Church, says — "The Holy Ghost calls baptism, the 
washing of regeneration.''^^ 

The Platform of the Congregationalists declares : " By the 
right use of this ordinance, the grace promised is really con- 
ferred by the Holy Ghost, and also that baptism is a sign ot 
regeneration.":!: 

When difierent denominations of evangelical christians 
come to compare their standards with each other, in the spirit 
of kindness and love and are willing to lay aside pride and 
prejudice, and whatever else may hinder from godly union, 
and are ready to state to each other explicitly their views in 
relation to the various doctrines of the Bible, they will prob- 
ably find a vastly greater coincidence in sentiment, than they 
at first imagined. 

The present chapter will be concluded by an extract from 
a manuscript Sermon of Bishop Griswold, which he kindly 
permitted the Author to transcribe for insertion in this work. 
The sermon is upon the nature and necessity of a new birth. — 
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a man be bom of 
water and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdcmi 
of God." 

Afler the introduction, the Discourse thus proceeds : 

" That we may have a clear understanding of this very 
remarkable and very important declaration of our Saviour, 
I intend first to explaui the terms here used: secondly, to ex- 
amine the doctrine taught : and thirdly, to consider the im- 
provement we should make. 

First, then, we are to explain the terms here used : 

1. The Bangdom of God^ signifies his government orer 

•Confession of Faith. See chapt 25, ?, JT, 2, ««, 1, 5, •. 
f Heid. Cateehtsm. Question 73. 
t Savbi\>ok I*I;»t. tJh ip. 29. 

2m 
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his creatures. And it means here, as in many other pas 
sages of the Scriptures, his Church, or those of Adam^s sin 
fUfrace who submit to his government ; who are in covenani 
with God, through Jesus Christ. Our text has regard to the 
dist'mction between the visible and the mystical church. The 
visible church includes those, who, in the sight of man, or to 
human appearance, submit to Grod's government : who re- 
ceive the sacraments and observe those religious rites which 
the gospel requires. The mystical church includes them 
only, who are truly in heart and Hfe, what Grod requires of 
those who would be saved in Christ ; who have « repentance 
towards God, and faith towards the Lord Jesus Christ.* 
This is sometimes called the invinble church :* because men 
cannot see the hearts pf each other, we. do not know who, 
nor how many are possessed of these inward graces, which 
are necessarv to our being justified and saved. But ' the 
Lord knoweth who are his ;' whose names, in the language 
of his word, are written in the book of life ; or, in the lan- 
guage of our church, « are truly members incorporate, in the 
mystical body of his Son, which is the blessed company of 
all faithful people, and are heirs, through hope of his ever- 
lasting kingdom.' Our Lord speaks of this mystical body, 
or invisible church, where he says, * the kingdom of God is 
within you :* it * cometh not with observation.' Our union 
with the visible church is sacramental : that with the mystical 
church is experimental. 

" Of the former of these our Lord speaks in our text, when 
he says, * except a man be bom of water, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of Grod.' It is evident, and by almost all 
christians allowed, that this birth of water is the sacrament, 
Christ called baptism. It is called a birth for two reasons : 
and first, because it is our admission into the visible church; 
In a spiritual or sacramental sense, it takes us from the world 
into a new state ; makes us visibly members of Christ. As 

* ** The ohureh of Christ may be considered eidier as visible or in- 
fisible. The visible church of Christ on Earth, is a sort of people who 
profess the name of Christ and own his doctrine; joining t(^Uier in a 
wAj society and communion of worship, where it can be enjoyed. The 
Invisible church of Christ on earth, is a number of true believers who 
have internal and invisible communion with Jesus Christ, by their faitii 
And his spirit** Bishop Hopkins' Works, It, vol. p. 4t8. 'See also vol 
1. p. 83. See also Arehbishop Seeker's WoHls, vol it. p. S97. 
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St. Paul says, < We are all baptized into one body :' * A« 
many of you as have been baptized unto Jesus Christ, have 
put on Christ :' We are buried with Christ by baptism unto 
death*' It is called a birth too, ' bam of water ^ because It 
denotes a spiritual change, — a r^neration of the inward 
man. ^ The thing signified is a death unto sin, and a new 
birth unto righteousness.' Baptism with water, denotes too. 
the forgiveness of sin through the merits of Christ, and the 
operation of God's Holy Spirit. In the language of our 
diurch, < the promises of the forgiveness of sins, and of our 
adoption to be the sons of God are visibly signed and sealed 
in baptism :' and it is ' the dgn of regeneration.' And ac- 
cordingly, in the early ages of the church, baptism was ofl^i 
called *• the sacrament of r^eneration.' St. Augustine ob- 
serves, (in a passage quoted and approved in our Homilies) 
that the sacraments have a certain similitude of those things 
whereof they are sacraments, and therefore naturally receive 
the names of the things which they signify* As the Lord's 
supper signifies our communing in the benefits of Christ's 
body and blood, it is called the cammumon. And so as 
Baptism signifies our engagement to die to sin, and to walk 
in newness of life^ it is called a birth ; baptized persons are 
spoken of as bemg regenerate. But the birth of water is not 
all that our Lord makes necessary to our entering Grod's 
kingdom: it Is required also that 'a man be bom of the 
Spirit^ which undoubtedly means an inward change of the 
heart or afiections. As the work is of Grod — as we cannot 
change our own hearts, it is called the birth of the Spirit^ 
• Bom of water and of the spirit,' means what St. Paid ex- 
presses by the < washing of regeneration, and the renewing 
of the Holy Ghost.' — ^Beiptism is called * the washing of ' re- 
generation^^ because as we have seen, it signifies regenera- 
tion. And our inward sanctification, or spiritual change is 
called the birth of the spirit, because it is the renewing of 
the Holy Ghost — it is by God's grace that we are convert^ 
and become ' new creatures.' 

" 2. Here, then, we see what is the doctrine taught in our 
ext. We cannot enter God's kingdom, except we are bom 
>f water and of the Spirit. If by this kingdom we were to 
mderstand the visible church only, we may enter it by the 
>irth of water. Rut our Lord is hcr^. teaching how we may 
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be saved in him; how we may become truly ^chikheii of tl» 
kingdom,' and * elect through Muictificauon of the Spirit unta 
ob^ence.' He is showing what we must do and be, that we 
i»ay be his disciples here on earth, and 'heirs, through hope, 
of iiis everlasting kingdom.' For this, we must not only be 
visibly in the kingdom of God, but the kingdom of God must 
be in us; we must be renewed in the spirit of our mkids. If 
they who have been baptized, when they arrive at years of 
discretion, have not repentance and faith, and do not walk in 
the commandments of God, they are not * living members of 
the church.' They do not comply with the requirements of 
the baptismal covenant, which is ' truly repenting, and coming 
unto him by faith;' they are like Simon (who had just heea 
baptized^ < in the gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity;' and 
except they repent (which Peter exhorted Simon to do) they 
cannot enter into * the church of the first bom which are writ- 
ten in heaven.' On the other hand, many who have not 
been baptized, have repentance and fiiith, and we dare not 
deny that such may be saved in Christ ; but we have not the 
full assurance that they will be saved.* There is not the 
token or appointed sign that their sins are forgiven, and that 
they are accepted of Grod, till they are bom of waier^ — till 
they have received that sacrament which takes them * into 
the fellowship of Christ's religion.' God's covenant with them 
is not visibly sealed ; the promise which the Lord sends us to 
preach is, * He that believeth and it baptized shall be saved.' 
If they who believe neglect to be baptized, their faith must be 
erroneous or imperfect ; how far God may excuse their ne- 
glect, is not for us positively to say. It is enough for us to 
know that he requires both. Entering the visible church will 
not save us, without the birth of the spurit: and on the other 
hand, to say that our ^th will save us, though we refuse to 

* '* The Saeraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper oar chureh rery 
eharltablj teaohes us not to look upon as indkpentahlyy but Kenerally n^ 
eenanf. Out of which g^eral neeessitj, we are to except those partieii- 
lar oases, where belierers in Christ, either have not the means of perform- 
ing their duty in respect to the saoramenU, or are innocently ignorant of 
it, or even ezcusablT mistaken about it" Archbishop Seeker, toL xv. ^ 
Leet. 35, p. 481. 

*< Baptism is not of such absolute necessity as a means that tkone can be 
MTed without it We must distinguish between being inevitably deprived 
of the opportunity of Baptism and a wilful contempt ot it '* Bishop IIf«p* 
kins, vol. XI. p. 487. 
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enter his visible church, is to make ourselves wiser than God* 
He requires both ; and what God has joined together, it is not 
for man to put asunder. To be christians indeed; — ^to be in 
covenant with God, to be members of his church militant, 
and his church triumphant, we must be bom of water and of 
the spirit; according to his merciful dispensation in Jesus 
Christ, he saves us by ' the washing of regeneration, and the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost.' — ^Though we need no human 
authority to confirm the truth of Grod's word, it is pleasing to 
find how accurately our church receives what her Lord has 
taught. She is careful to urge upon her members the impor- 
tance of submitting to the righteousness of Grod;— of receiv- 
mg baptism ; of becoming members of the visible church; 
that what Christ has ordained, cannot, without folly and peril, 
be neglected. And she is no less faithful in teaching the in- 
dispensable necessity of that renovation of heart which bap- 
tism represents. To the great injury of our church and 
hindrance of our labour, it is often said, whether from igno* 
ranee or unfriendliness I presume not to judge, that we do 
not teach the doctrines of the cross, and especially the neces- 
sity of a spiritual renovation : that we ascribe too much to 
the outwaid form, and too little to divine grace. But you 
who are acquainted with the standards of our church, — with 
her Catechism, and Articles, and Homilies, must know that 
she teaches, as clearly as language can express it, that neither 
Baptism nor the Lord's Supper have a wholesome effect^ ex» 
eept in such as worthily receive them^ — ^that they who re- 
ceive them without true foith and right motives are not 
benefitted. He who comes to the Lord's Supper, without 
true charity, does not spiritually take and receive the* body 
and blood of Christ; neither are we benefitted by baptism, 
except we have * repentance, whereby we forsake sin, and 
fidth, whereby we steadfastly believe the promises of God 
made to us in that sacrament.' Her tw«ity-seventh Article 
says that ' Baptism is not only a sign of profession distin- 
guishing christians from others,' but is a sign of regeneration, 
w new birth ; thus making a distinctk>n between the new 
Krth and a mere change of state. This Article says further, 
that 'the promise of forgiveness of sin, and of our adoption tc 
be the sons of God, by the Holy Ghost, are viaUy signed 
tnd sealed in baptism :' that this sacrament is a visible repre* 
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seotation of invisible things ; and if it were not so, it would 
not be a sacnunent. The person who wartkUy rtcehes 
bap^sm has repentance and &ith, and of course has a new 
heart and a new spirit before he receives that sacrament* 
The renewal is not efectedy hut dgmjied ^d repre s ented^ in 
the sacrament. Before baptism, your sins may have been 
£)rgiven; but in baptism, that great mercy is officially de- 
clared — is visibly sealed. This sacrament too, like all odier 
christian ordinances, when rightly used, is blest as a means 
of obtaining Gkxl's sanctifying benedicticm. ^ Faith is con- 
firmed and grace increased by virtue of prayer unto Gkxl.' 
The right use of both sacraments tends to increase and om- 
firm tli^ inward and spirihud graces which the outward 
signs represent. Baptism represents spiritual regeneration, 
and not the less because the heart may have been renewed 
by fiuth, months or years before. It may too be, and we 
fear it not unfmquently is the case, that a pers(Hi is baptized 
when he has not repentance and &ith. If such an one should, 
years afler, be awakened to righteousness, and turn to Grod, 
he need not, and he ought not, to be baptized again. He has 
been hem ofwaier^ hu baptism already received, has made 
him a member of the vinhle Church ; and his conversion has 
made him a member of the mystical Church. And bdng 
thus bom o^ water and of the Spirit^ though the baptism was 
first, he may look back to that sign before reodved, as a 
comforting assunmce of Grod's mercy and acceptance. If 
Simon, who was baptized by Philip, had, as Peter exhorted 
him, repented and been converted, he would not, we may 
weQ believe, have been re-baptized. In the case of infants, 
it ma^ be that grace sometimes commences at the moment of 
baptism. In what instances it does so, and to what degree 
the child is sanctified, is known to God only, and is a point 
which I dare not decide. In adults certainly, sanctification 
•hould commence before baptism ; and by a r^t use of die 
sacrament it will be increased. If like Simon, any are bap- 
tized while unrenewed in heart, how long God will wait for 
their repentance; and whether the evil of their heart will 
ever he forgiven is a subject of awful consideration. — ^Tliis, I 
conceive, is the doctrine of our Saviour and of his church on 
this momei^is subject. That the renovation of the heart, 
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Vy the spirit of Gkxl, figuratively called a birth j or new crea 
tion, is represented, or symbolized in baptism, or the birth of 
water : but the thing si^fiified, the actual change, may, and 
probably in most instances, does take place, either before, or 
after, baptism. And though it should never take place; 
though a baptized person should remain impenitent to tho 
hour d* his cteath, still Grod's mercy was exhibited to him in 
that sacrament. And if, on the contrary, he should repent 
and turn to Gkxl, he need not be again baptized. Such is 
often the case of those baptized in childhood, and sometimes 
of those who were baptized in riper years. In this sense it is, 
or according to this doctrine, that in our articles, baptism is 
called the sign and seal of regeneration : alluding to a deed 
of conveyance which is not itself the estate, but an evidence 
of property. So baptism is not itself the change it represents, 
but is a symbol of what we profess, and what we ought to be. 
As a deed may be executed with solemn formality, and yet 
through some defect or incapacity, the grantee may never 
possess the estate: so Baptism, though performed by an au- 
thorized minister, and in '' the name of the Father, and of thei 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost," will not save those whose hearts 
are worldly and their minds unrenewed. Although the church, 
in her Coiiiirmation office, speaks of those baptized persons who 
come to that rite, as being bom both of the waier and of the 
Spirit^ and of course that God has 'given them fbrgivensss of 
all their sins,' her own standards and repeated declarations 
clearly show that this language is used in the supposition 
that they who come to be confirmed are sincere ; that they 
have repentance and feith, and intend, by God's grace, to 
walk in newness of life. This language of charity, in re- 
gard to the efl^ts of baptism, is grounded on the gracious ex- 
hibitions of God's mercy in that sacrament. We pretend not 
to judge the heart, or to say positively of any one that he is 
actually renewed in the spirit of his mind, and his sins cer- 
tainly foi^ven: we mean rather to thank Gkxi for his merci- 
ful goodness to sinful men, revealed in his word, and sealed 
in &ipnsm. God is feithful, and his promise he will keep 
and perform. And in administering these holy ordinances, 
we proceed on the supposition that me person or child ba^ 
lized, poisossed, or in a time accepted, will possess the reqm- 
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nte qualifications : and that they who are oonfinned, sinoerdy 
int^, as Grod shall give them grace and strength, to ML 
their part of the bapt^mal oov^iant. This then is your Sa« 
viour's doctrine ; that you should be baptized for the remi^ 
mon of sins;' and that your minds must be renewed by 
rq)eirtance and ^th, before you can truly enter Aij l»n^do»/ 
before you can be members both of the church visib^ and 
the Church mystical* and have a good hope of salvatioo 
through hinn . 

" 8. In our improvement then, first, let the in^rtance of 
lM4;>tism be duly conindered. Though the renewal of the 
heart is the most necessary, let us not pret^d to be wiser than 
our Saviour Christ; he has given you no promise of salvation 
in him till you are bom of water; and how can we reasona** 
bly hope that we are truly members of his mystical Church, 
while we refuse to «iter lus visible kingdom* His word which 
we are commanded to preach is, * He that believeth and u 
baptized shall be saved*' You ought most thankfiilly to re? 
ceive this sign of his pard<m and acceptance, which Grod so 
mercifiilly o&rs. While you reject it, how can you be con* 
fident that you are accepted with him? While you remain 
unbaptized, God's covenant to save you is not s^ded. We 
do not presume to say that Grod will not save you without the 
birth of the water; but you hear what your Saviour in the 
text says. If you are children o£ Grod without this sacrament, 
surely you are not obedient children* — Siq>pose, for illustra- 
tion, you have a kind father who oSera to give you an estate* 
In his intentions and good will it is yours; but there is no 
legal evidence of its being your property till a deed is deliv- 
ered. Now if from day to day, and ficom year to year, you 
should refuse or neglect to take the deed, you could not say 
that the estate is yoiurs* Such is the use of baptism. But 
there is an opposite error to be avoided. We must not be 
content with &e outward form, but endeavor chiefly to obtain 
the inward pari or thing ^gnijkd / * the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost*' By baptism itself we are, indeed, taught the 
necessity of this inward change* It signifies^ as St* Paul 
says, ^ that as Christ was raised from the dead, so we should 
walk in newness of life.' The evidence of our sancdficatioo 
or change of heart, is our avoi£ng what is sinfiil ; cur lofe to 
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God; our fear to oflfend Him ; and our delight in his com* 
mandments : it appears too in our endeavors, while we live, 
to be doing good ; in our love for the disciples of Christ, in 
our respect lor his ministers, and all his institutions ; in our 
thankfulness for his blessed gospel, and our charity towards 
all mankind, mortifying all our evil and corrupt afl^tionsi 
Mid daily proceeding 'n all virtue sad godliness of living*'* 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



RSOSmOtATIOV* 



«« The Merftment of Baptism ii netdier in emptj Mgn to them iSbat be- 
Mete, nor an eibetaal cMiae of rnee to them thiC bcltere not** 

If the reader at the opening of this chapter is led to wcmdery 
that in this walk ahout Zion» we linger so long before one 
of its^tes, and still continue to gaze upward, trying to de- 
cipher the inscription upon the arch that stands over it, his 
wonder will cease when he recollects that our Saviour has 
said " Strait is the sate and narrow id the way, which leaui- 
eth unto life ; and few there he that find UJ" Our Wish is, 
that none may be led to miss their way to the eternal city, by 
the uncertain or equivocal use of a word. 

We fully believe that every human creature, that enters 
Heaven^s gate must be bom again. The whole human race, 
without a single exception, are conceived and bora in sin — 
they are unholy, outcasts from the divine family — and de- 
serving the everlasting displeasure of Jehovah. Not one of 
these, therefore, can enjoy his fiivor, till the heart is chang- 
ed, and the moral nature renewed. This change can be 
effected only through the operation of the Holy Spirit. 

We have seen in the last chapter, that " whatever various 
theories different Episcopalians have adopted in relation to the 
meaning of the term regenerate, by none of these theories, 
or by the holders of them, is denied the necessity of a new 
moral creation in the soul, effected by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and having no necessary connecticm with the act of 
baptismal washing." 

In the present chapter we are to show, that whatever ex- 
position be given to the meaning of the term regenerate, the 
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use of that term as it occurs in the prtiyer book, is not oon« 
tradictory to the doctrines in the Bible, To the illustration of 
this proposition, we now invite the attention of the reader. 

Objections raised against the manner in which the term re- 
generate is used in the prayer book, have special reference 
to the use of that term in the baptismal office for infants. 
For in relation to the service for adult baptism, and the office 
for confirmation, persons are spoken of there as *' r^enera- 
ted," from the fact that if they have the requisite qualifications 
to render them fit for the reception of these ordinances, 
they are in the state supposed — truly regenerate, " The 
public offices of a church must be in general terms. 
Neither the framers of the lityrgy, nor the Priests who use it 
could speak positively of each baptized individual. . Our 
Church, therefore, in the judgement and hope of charity, 
whilst admitting persons into the visible Church, by the vis- 
ible sign, speaks of them also as admitted by spiritual grace 
into the invisible Church ; that is, it speaks generally if all 
the baptized, as being likewise regenerated."* Or, to use 
the language of a clerical friend to whom I am indebted for 
several valuable suggestions on this subject : — " Our pubUc 
services are formed as all public services must be, upon a 
presumed state of mind and character in the people uniting in 
them, and can make no allowance for exceptions. When 
the words of confession and thanksgiving are placed in the 
mouths of the people, though on every occasion there may 
be instances in which the language is insincere, yet we can- 
not bring down the words to meet the actual feet, but must 
insist upon a state of mind brought up to meet the language 
employed. I know not how any extemporaneous prayers in 
connection with ordinances, can take any other ground. 
This applies to our baptismal services." We do not admit 
persons to adult baptism or confirmation, whom we do not 
consider as having exercised * repentance towards Grod, and 
faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.' And we certainly 
ought to speak of such as being regenerated. The only 
plausible ground of objection to the use of this word in the 
prayer book, therefore, is where the term regenerate is ap- 
plied to baptized infants. 



• Chritdan Observer, vol. t6, p. $H. 
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In the baptismal o&ce^ the fbUowing language b used— 
M Sedng now, dearly beioyed br^hem, that th^ child is re- 
generate, and grafled into the body of Christ's Church, let 
ti8 give thanks unto Almighty God for these benefits, and 
with one accord makeour prayers unto him, that this child 
Bmy lead the rest of his Ufe according to this b^inning*'* 
And again '^ We yield thee hearty thanks, most merciful 
Father, that it hath {leased thee to r^enerate this in&nt by 
thy IkiLj Spirit, to receive him for thine own child by ad<^ 
tiQn, and to incorporate him into thy holy Church." 

Now take any of the various theories that have been ad<^ 
ted in relation to the meaning and legitimate use of this tenn, 
and we think that the above language can be shown to be 
free from inconastency. 

For instance, if the theory be adopted, that regeneration as 
above used, means merdy a change of sUUe-^-or being 
brought visibly into covenant with God, no exception can be 
takes to the language of the baptismal office. For baptism 
is the divinely appointed rite of initiation into the christian 
covenant. According to this theory, the regeneration here 
spoken c^, is external and ecclesiastical. Baptized children 
are said to be regenerated by the Holy Spirit, because the 
whole economy and dispensation of the kingdom of Christ is 
managed by the Spirit of Christ. '' Infants, therefi>re," to 
use the words of Bishop Hopkins, <' are in baptism regenera- 
ted by the Holy Ghost, because the Holy Spirit of God ap- 
pcnnts tlus ordinance to receive them unto the visible Church, 
which is the r^;enerate part and state of the world."* 

Again : If regeneration be regarded as a term denoting all 
the tenefits and privileges that are conveyed in the act of 
one's being brought into covenant with God — the new rela- 
tion that he is thus made to sustain to Jehovah, the promises 
that thereby become appropriated to him — ^in short, all the 
advantages, spiritual and ecclesiastical — all the various in- 
fluences, whatever they may be, which God intended should 
be imparted to those who ^iter into covenant with>him, no 
exceptions can be taken as to the use of this term in the 
baptismal office. We, with many other christians, believe 

• Bithqi Hopkins' Works, vol. 2, p. 486 
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that children ought to be dedicated to God in bq^tism. By 
this ordinance they are admitted into covenant with him, alid 
by his appointment sealed as his children. We may thank 
lum, therefore, for the whole work of mercy done and prom- 
ised in this holy ordinance— -a work, which according to this 
theory is denominated regeneration. And as they have 
been introduced into the covenant, in a way prescribed by 
the H^ly Spirit, we may thank him, that by his Holy Spirit 
ne has regenerated, or invested with the benefits of the cov- 
enant, the subject of that ordinance. 

Once more : If regeneration be regarded as implying a 
change of heart, efl^cted by the operation of the Holy Spirit 
accompanied by justification in the sight of God, and its ne- 
cessary consequence — eternal salvation, we think the lan- 
guage of our service is still defensible. 

To see this subject in its true light, it will be necessary to 
attend to the following considerations: 

1. It must be remembered that the Episcopal Church tftkes 
for granted, that all infant children presented by believing 
sponsors are fit subjects for baptism, an ordinance by which 
they are introduced into the christian covenant." 

2. It is evident that all who are rightly y that is, in accord- 
ance with Grod's will, brought through thb ordinance into 
covenant with Grod, have conditionally ensured to them aU 
the benefits of the covenant. 

3. It is abundantly manifest that the principal ble»dng of 
this covenant is'regeneratiany or a new moral creation in the 
soul, which baptism itself symbolises or represents. With- 
out this spiritual regeneration all the other blessings of the 
covenant will amount to nothing, but will only serve to heap 
up against the being placed under its bonds, '' wrath against 
the (ky of wrath." If therefore the christian covenant entered 
into at baptism, secures the promise of any blessing, it is the 
promise of a renewal of hecirt— ihe change of the moral na- 
ture, by which we become the children of Grod. 

4. Th^re is no assurance, however, that this new moral 
creation, guarantied by the christian covenant, shall take i^ace 
in the article of baptism. — ^^ Infants may not receive any ap- 
parent benefits from baptism at the moment in which the or- 
dinance is administered, although a gracious God may even 

ir2 
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then accompany the outward embtem with the blessing wludi 
it represents."* 

But if He does not do this at the time, this ordinance places 
the child within the pale of the christian corenant, and in the 
language of one of the thirty-nine articles, ^ is a sign of re- 
generation or new birth, whereby, as by an instrument, they 
that receive baptism rightly are grafted into the Church : the 
promises of the forgiveness of sin, and of our adoption to be 
the sons of Gkxl by the Holy Ghost, are visibly signed and 
sealed.'' Such an entire r^eneration as this, therefore, is 
promised to those in^t chilmren who receive baptism right* 
ly — that is according to the will and appointment of God. 
When this spiritual change is to take place, we know not. 
No one, at the time, can say it does not take place in bap 
tism. Infants are undoubtedly capable of spiritual sanctifica- 
tion. The Savior himself declared, that regeneration, or being 
bom again, was indispensable to salvation. If infants then 
are capable of salvation itself, they are necessarily capable of 
every thing which is an indispensable antecedent to it. It 
will not do, therefore, to say Uiat inputs are not capable of 
regeneration. Baptism is always a sign of regeneration, and 
inasmuch as it guaranties, tohen it is received rightly y by 
the very fact of its being a " seal of the righteousness of 
faith*' — the blessing of spiritual regeneration, may we not 
with propriety speak of those who are baptized, as regenerate? 
Of course, if their first career as voluntary moral agents is 
begun in rebellion against God, as is the case with too many 
baptized children, we shall be obliged to conclude that they 
are still in a state of unregeneracy. Nevertheless, inasmuch 
as they have been brought within the covenant — inasmuch 
as its promises are conditionally secured to them — ^inasmuch 
as God has conditionally promised to them the blessmg of re- 
generation, without specifying when it should take place, 
whether in baptism, or afterwards, is it not proper that the 
Church, laying hold of this promise by faith, and taking God 
at his word, should speak of what is sure to be, as though it 
existed already ? I say, what is sure to he : For is not real 
and full regeneration, earlier or later, sure to follow this act 
of dedicating children to God, if they are dedicated to Him 
* according to his wiU — ^and tie conditions annexed to ths 

* Miller on Baptiim. p. 57. 
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promise of the covenant are complied with ? And in form- 
ing a public service, is not the Church obliged to suf^pose in 
reference to those thus dedicated to God, that the conditions 
will be complied with? To call all baptized infants regene- 
rate then, is nothing more than to speak in the strong language 
of faith. Does the Church in the baptismal office, then, do 
any thing more than use such language? And may she not 
do this on the ground that Gkxl is sure to fulfil his promises^- 
and also on the presumed fact that all things will be as they 
ought to be on the part of those oiOfering their childr^i in 
covenant? 

Is there nothing analagous to this, recorded in Holy Scrip- ^ 
ture, under the former dispensations of God with his Church? 
Take the case of Abraham. When doubts began to arise in 
the Patriarch's mind in relation to the possession of Canaan, 
God renewed his covenant to him under the most solemn cir- 
cumstances, and immediately said, '' Unto thy seed have 1 
given this land from the river of Elgypt, unto the great river 
the river Euphrates." Now I ask, might not Abraham at that 
moment with the greatest propriety, have fallen down before the 
Lord, and said, '*I yield thee hearty thanks, most merciful 
Father, that it hath pleased thee to give this land to my off- 
spring. The lines have fallen to tl^m in pleasant places; 
they have a goodly heritage?" Would there have been any 
impropriety in the use of such language? No. Though they 
did not come into possession of this country till four hundred 
years afler : and though many of them through unbelief fell 
m the wilderness, and never came into actual possession of it; 
yet, inasmuch, as it was prospectively and conditionally theirs, 
there was no impropriety in saying that it had been given to 
them-^hat they were the proprietors of the soil — ihaiit w€U 
theirs. 

So in like manner, since God has promised full regenera- 
tion to all who are rightly given up to him in covenant, is 
there any impropriety in speaking of those who are presumed 
to be thus given up to him, as though this blessing were al- 
ready theirs, and to thank God that he had conferred it? 
When the Church thus speaks of her children, can this be 
r^rded in any other light than as the bright anticipation of 
fiiith? If children are fit subjects for the im'tiatory ordinance 
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into the christian covftnant, is not the principal blessing oi 
that covenant — ^regeneration — as distinctly promised to thenu 
as Canaan was to the decendants of Abraham? And if il 
was not improper to say that Canaan was the pn^rty of thn 
seed of Abraham, long before they came into possession of it^ 
can there be any palpable impropriety in speakingof the sub- 
jects of the christian covenant as though they were already 
in possession of the blessings of that covenant? It will not 
militate at all agaln^^ hi* force of this reasoning to say, that 
most commcmly, as far as we can judge, children baptized in 
infancy, exhibit no more evidence of regeneration than the 
unbaptized — and that thousands brought into the christian 
covenant in infancy, live and die in impenitence. This is not 
the &ult of God, nor owing to any failure in his promise. 
Who is prepared to say that in one single instance among all 
those numerous cases where the blessing has not been real- 
ized, that the conditions of the covenant were complied with 
even on the part of parents? How many children are given 
up in covenant without the required faith? How many pa- 
rents o£fer their children to God, and then take no pains to 
rear them " in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.' Are 
not these implied conditions in the covenant? Will any one 
pretend to say that they can produce a single instance where 
children have been really given up to God in^aith^ and have 
been truly reared " in the nurture and admonition of the Lord»" 
and have failed ultimately to become pious and holy ? I am 
bold to say that I greatly doubt whether any such instance 
can be produced. 

But were it otherwise, still our argument for the use of the 
term regenerate, applied to baptized infants, as describing a 
prospective blessing, or one of which they may be in actual 
possession, remains unshaken. The descendants of Abraham 
had an inheritance given them in the land of Canaan. — God 
spoke of it as alreadly theirs; yet it is manifest that it depend- 
sd greatly upon them, whether they entered upcm the posses- 
dion of it or not. We know that many of them did not, be- 
cause of unbelief. '^ They despised that pleasant land, and 
believed not God's word," and consequaitly "their carcases 
fell in the wilderness." In like manner, how many baptiaBed 
children there are that despise all the blessings of the cove 
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nant, and "receive the grace of God in vain." Such we 
must warn, that double wrath hangs over them, and that they 
cannot escape, if they neglect so great salvation. 

This then is our conclusion— that in whatever sense you 
understand the term regenerate, the use of it as it occurs in 
the baptismal office for infants in the Episcopal Church is en- 
tirely defensible. 

In illustration of the idea, that children when given up in 
covenant to God infaithy and educated as though they were 
his children, will earlier or later become subjects of his re- 
generating grace, I purpose to call the attention of the reader 
to the following narrative sketch, some of the facts of which 
fell under my own observation, and those that did not, have 
been derived from a source, that ensures their entire correct- 



Twenty-five years ago, in a retired village in the eastern 
states, there stood amid a cluster of pines a small neat Gre- 
cian edifice, where the worshippers of the Most High weekly 
assembled to offer up their devotions. It was in the lovely 
month of May, on a Sabbath mom, while all nature was ra- 
diant with the beams of the great luminary, that hung re- 
splendent in the heavens, that there miglU have been seen 
moving to that edifice, two parents with five children. The 
two elder sons were bounding along with all the buoyancy of 
young boyhood, full of life and spirits. The hand of the 
mother was leading a little one about two years old, while 
that of the father was guiding the steps of another that might 
have been twice that age. A domestic, bearing an infant 
neatly clad, and that was sweetly smiling as it gazed around 
upon the new scene, amid which it was borne, brought up the 
train. They entered the house of God. The service pro- 
ceedt».d. At length a call was made, that the children which 
were to be baptized, should be brought forward. This family 
then rose and approached the baptismal font, to enter into cov- 
enant with God. 

The scene was one of deep and absorbing interest. The 
parents felt that no transaction in which they would ever bo 
engaged for their children could be more solemn or momen- 
tous than this. They fully realized that they were in the 
presence of Jehovah. They believed what he had spoken by 
the mouth of his holy prophet — "the promise is to you and 
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pour childreni!" They considered that that promise did guar 
antee to the infant children of helievers, who were rightly 
given up to God in covenant all the blessings of the covenant. 

This act therefore of dedicating their cluldren to God waa 
with them no empty, thoughtless ceremony. For weeks they 
had prayed over this subject, and entreated God to prepare 
them rightly to offer their cWldren to him in the way of his 
appointment. And now as they stood before the Lord with 
their little infant band around them, overshadowed by all the 
solemn considerations which the occasion was calculated to 
awaken, and presented one and another of their dear offspring 
to the man of God, to be sprinkled in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, they fully believed, 
that God would bless and save each one. 

When they retired from the house of the Lord, and at 
night-fall gathered their little group around the fandly altar, 
they felt that their whole household had now been given up 
to God, and that they must live as a family that were pre- 
paring to dwell forever in his holy presence. With them 
religion was the main business of life. They now felt tha* 
they were under the most solemn obligations, to rear up theii 
ofl[spring as God's children. Had the child of a nobleman 
been committed to their care, to bring up, they would have 
endeavored to have brought it up, as a nobleman's child. And 
now that there had been committed to their care five of the 
Lord's children to brin^ tip, they determined to bring them 
up, as the children of the Lord. 

At the time to which reference has just been made, these 
parents had four sons and an infant daughter. The Lord 
subsequently blessed them with five other children, four of 
whom were daughters, and the youngest a son. These were 
all successively offered to the Lord in baptism. Perhaps the 
members of no family were ever happier in each other than 
were these. Naturally amiable and sweet tempered, reli^on 
was the great bond which united them by its sacred influences 
in harmony and love. Every day was begun and ended 
with God. It could hardly be conceived that in such a soil, 
and under such benign and heavenly influences, there could 
spring up rank immorality or open vice. — ^There were indeed 
no indications of this. The children were strictly moral fn 
their external deportment, but still none oi them erinoed at 
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f et any eyidences of decided piety. When from day to day 
this happy family assembled around the domestic altar, an 
occasional cloud of gloom would come over the parents' 
hearts in relation to their ofl&pring ; for they believed that 
their children must be regenerated with the Holy Spirit in 
their moral nature before they could be truly the children of 
Grod. At such times, however, they would take hold of the 
divine promises, and stay their souls on the pledged word of 
the Lord. 

These parents not only felt it their duty to pray frequently 
for, and with their children-— not only to set before them a 
unifoim example of piety, and give them pointed and prac- 
tical instruction upon all the great truths of the Bible, but 
also to remind them of the relation in which they stood to 
God, as given up in covenant to him. In illustration of this 
I will here insert a note, which I received from Mr. R 
one day afler having conversed with him, in relation to the 
blessing of God upon his oflTspring and the manner in which 
he viewed the subject of infant baptism. Ho fully believed 
that Grod would regenerate all children who were given up to 
ikim in faith, and were reared " in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord." This idea he expressed fully in the conversa- 
tion just referred to. Alluding to this, in the letter, he re- 
marks : " With the views I have entertained respecting the rite 
of infant bapHsmy I have considered it an important duty, 
when my children have attained to years to understand the 
subject, to explain to them as clearly as possible the nature of 
the ordinance, as respects both parents and children. I have 
instructed them to consider, that they were made members of 
the visible church, and that there were grgat and precious 
promises made to them as such. I have taught them that it 
was a great blessing to be brought into the fold of Christ, and 
instead of being strangers and alieus^ to be made partakers 
of children's blessings. But I have warned them of the dan- 
cer of forfeiting all the blessings of the covenant through wn- 
belief and disobedience. I have particularly at such times 
alluded to the confidence with which parentd, who had so 
consecrated their offspring to God, could present them at the 
mercy seat in prayer ; but I have warned them that no exter- 
nal rite, no prayers, nor tears, could save them without ' re- 
pentance towards God, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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There is another fact in this case, which I deem important*—* 
In these views and endeavors, there has been a perfect agree> 

m&at between myself and Mrs. R . And I doubt if we 

have, either of us, at any time, lost our hold upon the cove- 
nant, with respect to our children. — ^We have, without doubt, 
had seasons of darkness, when faith has been very weak, but 
I believe it has never been extinguished." 

Henry was the fourth son. It was he whom we described 
as being led at the time of his baptism to the house of God, 
by the hand of his mother. — ^He had now reached his Meenth 
year. Through the admonition of a young friend, his mind 
seemed suddenly awakened to a deep sense of his guilt as a 
sinner before God. For many days he was greatly bowed 
down with the weight of his exceeding sinfulness. Notwith- 
standing the apparent blamelessness of his past life, he feh 
that his heart had been so turned away from God, that he 
could adopt as his own the lowliest expressions of ccmfession, 
and say with one of old — ^' O my God, I am ashamed, and 
blush to lift up my face to thee, fer my iniquities are increas- 
ed over my head, and my trespass is grown up unto the 
Heavens." But there was help in Israel concerning this 
thing. — ^There was indeed found in his case, balm in Gilead, 
and a physician there. The light of Gkxi's reconciled coun- 
tenance was made to shine upon him, and he was enabled to 
rejoice in the Saviour's pardoning love with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory. 

Pious parents, who have seen a &mily of children growing 
up around them, without a single individual of them evincing 
any decisive evidence of being reconciled to Grod, and then 
have witnessed, when they least expected it, one of their num- 
ber coming over to the side of the Lord, and exhibiting une- 
quivocal manifestations of renewal of heart, can enter some- 
what into the feelings of these parents on this occasion. 
Their hearts were ind&ed filled with joy and gladness, and 
the voice of thanksgiving and praise went up before the Lord, 
as incense, from the femily altar. 

Nearly three years had elapsed since the conversion of 
young H — , and during all this time he had manifested con- 
tinual and multiplied evidences, that he was truly bom of God* 
I ought perhaps to have mentioned before this, that Mr. R— 
in his eariier days had commanded a vjsael, which in its va* 
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rious voyageS) had visited almost every port, and circuiniiavi* 
gated the globe* He had however, of late, retired from this 
business, and his «ons were now coming forward to take his 
place. The jldest had abeady become the commander of « 
vessel. On a certain occasion it was so arran^ that Mr« 
R — and young H-r- were giomg as passengers m his vessel 
on a short voyage. Some of the incidents of the voyage ax)e 
fdluded to in the following letter written by Mr. R — to Mrs* 
R — , the bdoved mother of hia children >-7 

"Bdoved Wife,— 

<< You have undoubtedly, through Mr. S — ^ heard som^ 
thing of our situation'after the hard gale, which we had oa 
Nantucket Skoah* I sh^ only state briefly what occurred. 
Ailer leaving G^ — , we had (idmost continually) a gale of 
wind fi>r twelve days. And at the eind o£ fifteen days we 

left N , and in just three weeks, we arrived at this place, 

without any damage, but with much hardship. Two nights 
and a day we were at anchor on the shoaUt, during which the 
wind blew so hard that we had great fears of losing our an- 
chor, with but little prospect of saving our lives. A creat 
deal of the time the vessel plunged the end of her gib-boam 
in the water. Ailer that wind abated we got up our anchor, 
wlach was the next Monday afler we left G— . The morn- 
ing was pleasant, and we hoped for a pleasant voyage, but 
oh ! how fleeting are all earthly promises of good ! In a few 
hours another g^e from Uie south-west attacked us fiurpore 
violent than the former one, and attended with much more 
danger. We were about halfway over the shoalgf. To pro- 
ceed was impoesiUe, and to return nearly so. If the vessel 
had struck, we must have perished. But God bad ^mercy on 
us, and found out a way for us to escape. To give you any 
correct idea of our situation is impossible, i thou^ we 
might say with the Apostle, we were «a night and a dity in 
the deqp.' Afler gett'mg safe at anchor, we had a head wind*^ 
tU that week, since which our voyage has been pleasant. 

" But I know that you feel anxious to know the state of my 
fedings and hopes, during that dark season. And I can 
st^ to you on that subject, in more intelli^ble language. 
When we commenced our voyage, it was with pmyer. I 
4ioiight I could commit my oIZ to that merciful Bei^g, wha 



Digitized 



by Google 



lit iL WALK ABOVT tXOlt. {.OH. vni. 

llie refleetioDi of Mr. R— during the ftorm. 

hui all my life watched over me, with more than a parent's 
care, and who had so lec^tly granted me the Uie quickauj^ 
mfluenoes of his Spirit, and by this, a new hope in my som 
I did feel in the darkest hours a hope that we should make 
our voyage in safety. I did not for a moment doubt that il 
would end in the glory of God. I could not but ho} e that 
my «iU|MRale#, especially my children, would receive some 
good impressions. At cme time I thought it might be the 
purpose of God, that my life should terminate there. And in 
that view, I could not but magnify his goodness, in so turn- 
ing my thoughts and affections from earth to heaven. I 
owM easily perceiTe that God might make my death the 

means of quickening my christian brethren in N . I 

could hope that it might prove Uie salvation of some, or all 
of my children. — ^With such considerations, and with most 
appalling danger all around us, I could not but think it prob- 
able that my time was short But you wish to know how I 
supported my hope in this trying lK>ur. I hardly dare an- 
swer this solemn inquiry, for I know how easily one may be 
deceived in such an alternative. But I think it was made 
the occasion o£ much searching of heart to me. I think I 
was prepared to say amen! to t& determination of my Judge. 
My thoughts and my anxieties, were in a measure turned 
away from myself, to those who were alike exposed to dm- 
ger without a hope in Christ. I don't Imow that I can say 
more.** 

On the occasion alluded to in the preceding letter, it might 
be well said that the whole ship's crew " saw the works of 
the Lord and his wonders in the deep. For at his word the 
stormy winds arose, which lifted up the waves thereof. TTwy 
were carried up to the Heaven, they went down again to the 
depths: their souls melted away because of trouble. They 
reded to and fro, and staggered like a drunken man, and 
were at thdr wit*s end.** The tempest swept over them with 
tremendous fury, and the breakers were at hand. Destruc- 
tion seemed stalking through the deep in a thousand hideous 
forms. 

"But they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he 
brought them out of their distress. He made the storm to 
•ewe, and the waves thereof were still. Then fhey were 
glad because they were at rest, and soon weiwthey brou^ 
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onto the haven where they would be.'' As soon as tho 
storm had subsided, and all again was* calni) Mr. R. seized 
upon the earliest opportunity to have a private interview with 
his two sons who were on board. — ^He begged them to con* 
sider what a deliverance had been vouchsafed to them. 

" What," said he, " would have been your probable doom, 
had God seen fit to have permitted the vessel to have been 
lost, and you to have gone down to the bottom of the sea? 
Had he seen fit to have summoned you to his bar amid the 
wild bowlings of the storm, and the angry surges of the 
deep?" 

H replied : " My mind was upon this very subject. I 

was led to close self-examination, and when*there seemed no 

rssibility of escape, I felt that I could say ' Lord, here am I, 
give myself up into thy hands, I hope in thy promises.' 
And immediately the words of the prophet came to my mind, 
' Fear not, for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by 
thy name ; thou art mine. When thou passed through the 
waters, I will be with thee, and through the rivers, they shall 
not overflow thee.' " 

This was indeed remarkable. But it was like a cordial to 
a christian Other's heart. It was the last conversation that 

Mr. R ever had with this son on the subject of religion. 

In a few weeks H went out in another vessel to the W^pi^ 

Indies. And the first intelligence the parents req^ffff0idit&' 
lation to him, was, that strangers had closed his d^ing eyes, 
and that he was buried in a foreign land. It seems that in a 
short time afler his arrival, he was. seized with one of the 
fevers incident to the climate, and lived only a few days. — 
The bereaved parents, however, had every reason to believe 
that God had fulfilled his promise in reference to this child, 
and that he had died, being '< regenerate and grafted into the 
body of Christ." 

They now viewed him as garnered up in glory, and safe 
\vithin the chrysolite walls of die New Jerusalem. And now 
their thoughts turned with increased solicitude to their survi- 
ving children, and their prayers were offered with more fer- 
vency, that they also might be brought in, and " saved with 
the remnant of the true Israelites." 

The character of one of their younger children, Anna 
Amelia, had been marked with peculiar seriousness from bet 
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infancy. She indeed seemed almost like an unearthly being 

At the time of her baptism, Mrs. R appeared to realize 

a peculiar and unusual confidence in the divine promises* 
She felt the full assurance of faith in relation to this child* 
that God would regenerate her, and make her his own by 
adoption and grace. The manner in which her mind was at 
that time impressed, was afterwards frequently made the sub- 
ject of reflection. Like Mary, " she kept aU these things, 
and pondered them in her heart." And when she saw this 
dear child growing up, with her afiections apparently fixed oa 
God, she could not but hope that the Lord had sanctified her, 
even from her baptismal birth. 

Several years had now elapsed since the death of Henry. 
Anna Amelia had nearly reached her thirteenth year. She 
had for some time manifested such a love fw prayer, and for 
reading the holy scriptures, and evinced such an apparent 
abhorrence of sin — such a fear of ofi^ding God — such ten- 
derness of conscience, and so anxious a solicitude to please 
her Heavenly Father, and to trust in his mercy through 
Christ, and her conduct was all so sweetly accordant with 
the spirit and requirements of the gospel, that her parents 
could no longer doubt, that God had taken her for hb own 
child. Oflen did they converse with her about eternal things, 
and always were they more and more impressed with Uw 
certainty that she was truly bom of God. 

Can there be a more interesting being on earth, than a 
young, beautiful girl of thirteen, blooming in all the fVeshness 
of health — ^buoyant with all the sprightliness of childhood,— 
and yet exhibiting the sweetness and loveliness of all the 
christian graces spread over her character in chastened and 
child-like simplicity. 

Such a sweet and lovely one was Anna Amelia. She 
was growing up the delight and almost the idol of her 
parents* hearts. Suddenly the blight of disease ^l upon 
this loved one. She sank under its power, and soon exhib- 
ited symptoms that were truly alarming. All of a father's 
anxiety and a mother's love could not prevail for her rescue, 
or compel the fell destroyer to relax his grasp. Her brodi- 
ers and sisters gathered around her sick bed with weeping 
eyes. She more than guessed its meaning i 
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At length she was plainly told that hers was a mortal 
s ckness. Afler the first agitation had passed away, she ex- 
hihited great and unbroken composure, and sweetiy said-^ 
*^ I am willing to go wherever the hand of God shall conduct 
me." Thus died Anna Amelia, at the early age of thirteen, 
full of faith and hope. 

This seemed a dreadful stroke to the sorrowing parents 
and bereaved brothers and sisters. But still they had rich 
sources of consolation* Though God had taken away two 
of this baptized family, the departed had both lefl behiiid 
them the brighest evidences of their adoption into the divine 
family. 

The death of Anna Amelia made a deep impression upon 
the hearts of her two elder sisters. By this afflictive event 
they were led to reflect upon their own unpreparedness to 
die. The awful truth became written as with a diamond's 
point, upon their consciences, that they were sinners guilty 
and condemned before God : that they had never loved Him 
as they ought : that they had done nothing but sin all their lives. 
They began to sorrow after a godly sort. They went to the 
feet of the Saviour, and found ' joy and peace in believing. 

Mr. and Mrs. R were more and more strengthened in 

the belief that God would certainly fulfil his covenant prom- 
ises made to them in behalf of their oflspring. Two of their 
dear children were now in the church tniunphant, and two 
had become, as they hoped, living members in the church 
militant. 

At the time that Anna Amelia fell sick and died, G , 

the eldest brother, was absent. As we have already remark- 
ed, he had become the commander of a vessel, and his life 
was chiefly passed atnid the perils of the ocean. Though he 
was surrounded with great and numerous temptations, the 
influence of early instruction, and the pious example of his 
parents, operated witL suflicient power to keep him from 
open immorality. Many of the voyages which he made were 
to the West Indies, where he met and formed intimacies with 
many individuals from the European continent, who had em* 
braced those loose and sceptical notions which are so prevalent 
ki France. The effect of this association was highly pernicious. 

Though G^ had many serious reflections, he could not 

make up hit mind to become a christian. The oppontion of 

o3 
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he natural heart existed in undiminbhed power. He there- 
fore without scarcely bdng conscious of it, drank in the poison 
of infidelity. 

He had naturally an amiable and afi^ctionate heart, and 
felt most keenly the death of little Anna Amelia. He wept 
over her grave with all the fond aflfecticm of a devoted and 
almost heart-broken brother. A strange conflict of emotions 
was awakened in his mind, when he h^rd how she was sus- 
tained in death by the christian's hope. But when he learned 
that his two eldest sisters had professed to have experienced 
a change of heart, an indignant feeling arose in his mind 
which he could hardly suppress. His respect fer his parents, 
however restrained him from giving utterance to the loathing 
he felt fer every thing that related to godliness. So great 
was the enmity of his heart at this time against the truth, as 
he subsequently acknowledged, that when he heard that his 
sisters were going to partake of the communion, fer a mo- 
ment he wished that some deadly poison were infused into 
the sacramental cup. Though he did not express these and 
similar feelings at the time, yet it was obvious to all his fam- 
ily, that he was utterly opposed to religion. Oh ! what a 
dark hour was this to those bereaved parents 1 Their first- 
born — their eldest son — an infidel! The child that drew 
afler him so much afl^tion — that had be^i sacramentally 
washed in the baptismal water, and ofiered to God amid so 
many prayers — now ready to abjure Christ, and deny reli- 
gion ! What a trial was here for the faith of these christian 
parents ! Would God indeed bring in this sont Would he 
make him one of his regenerate people ? Being not weak in 
feith, they considered not the appaoent obstacles in the way— 
** They staggered not at the promise of God through unbe- 
lief, but were strong in faith, giving glory to Grod; and being 
fijlly persuaded that what he had promised, he was also able to 
perform." They said very little to G , but sought con- 
tinually to bring his mind imperceptibly under good and 
holy influences. — ^They believed that his infidelity was a dis- 
ease of the heart, and that if he could be made to feel his sm- 
fiilness, and the obligation he was under to God, he would be 
constrained to cast his scepticism away, and flee for refiige to 
lay hold upon the hope set before him in the gospel. 

At this time he remained at home for several monthi 
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They were months of deep anxiety to Mr. and Mrs. R— ~. 
In their solicitude for their living child, they almost forgot 
their sorrow for the one that had gone down to the grave. 

At the &mily altar G was ever particularly and a^c- 

tionately remembered. Religious conversation was frequently 
addressed to the other children in his presence, though little 
was usually said directly to him. He became evidently 
troubled in his mind. It was manifest that he was not satis- 
fied with his present state. All this, however, seemed only 
to increase the opposition of his heart to the truth. 
- At lengthy he was induced to attend an evening lecture. 
In this instance, the preacher, though entirely unacquainted 
with G J seemed to delineate his character with great ac- 
curacy, and to apply to him the trutlis of God, in a manner 
that stript him of all his excuses, and lefl him a naked sin- 
ner, trembling before the bar of divine justice. It was a 
barbed arrow that went to the very centre of his heart Now 
as the light broke in upon him, and he saw his true charac- 
t^, and the wickedness of his heart, '* the iron entered his 
soul, and he tasted the wormwood and the gall." He went 
home, and shut himself up, and tried to pray. He passed 
the whole night in anguish unspeakable. He felt that he 
was an awful sinner. Thick darkness settled down upon 
his soul. He saw that he had merited eternal wrath, and 
that it would be an act of infinite mercy, if he was saved 
from going down to the pit. All that he could do, was to 
fall cbwn before the divine footstool and cry. Lord have 
mercy on me. His voice went up and entered that •* ear 
which is never dull of hearing.** The blessed Saviour ap- 
peared for his rescue. He became a most decided, devoted, 
consistent christian. Having become, by spiritual regenera- 
tion, the child of God, he delighted in nothing so much as in 
dmng good. It became his meat and drink to glorify God*^ 
to point out to his fellow seamen the star of Bethlehem — to 
direct them to the Lamb of God that laketh away the sin of 
the world. Who can conceive the feelings of the happy 
parents on this occasion? The language of the Psalmist 
aeemed an echo to the emotions that glowed in their bosoms. 
" Surely goodness and mercy have followed me all the days 
of my life.'* The only alloy to their present happiness was 
the recollection that all their children had not submitted tt 
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fhe same regenerating influence, which had inipresaed tuch 
altered and heavenly features upon the whole character of 

G • He was now about to leave home cm a l<Mig voyage. 

It had been so arranged, that N and J j his two 

brothers, next younger than himself, were to accompany 
him on board the same vessel.^ They went to New York 
with this intention. Their plan, however, was afterward 
altered, and each of the brothers went on diflfer^t voyages in 
separate vessels. 

Mr. R., however, before hemg apprised of this, addressed to 
J — , the youngest of the three brothers, the following letten 

*< My Dear Son,— 

** No circumstance has ever occurred since we have had 
a fiimily, so interesting as that under which we now part 
from our three eldest children. When we look back, and 

consider the danger and the hardships that 6 has 

undergone, and that the kind Providence of Grod has al- 
t^ys watched over him, and, at last returned him home 
hi safety, and so shed abroad His lave in his heart, as to 
make blm a new creature in Christ Jesus, we are astonished 
at the mercy that has done such great things for us, who are 
so undeserving. 

'< The same Providence is guiding and directing you now 
It is under His protecting care you will sail. If you conhdi* 
in Him, He will preserve you. And I hope that this event wiL 
result in the conversion of both you and N — . It certainly wih, 
ttnlesi you mlfully reject the grace of God* God has so or- 
dered this event, that your brother may be a minister to yoh. 
And surely when you look back and think how he felt wh€»i he 
came home, cuid see how he is now, you can have no doubc 
of the reality of reli^on. Butl feel assured that you do not 
doubt this — I fully believe that the Spirit of God has enligni- 
ened your mind. It is only necessary that you be willing 
to devote vourself to God. It must be an act of your will. 
Your mind is not darkened, nor your heart harder than that 
of every unconverted person. But the will must be bowed 
in submission to God. He says, ' my son give me thy heart 
* flock ye my face.' It is necessary that you should respcHul— 

« Here Lord I give m jtelf awaj, — 
nit all that I e*n do.' 
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*' This must be an act of your will. You see if you ne- 
gleet it, it will be from choice. Ask your brother what it was 
that determined him to give himself i:^ to God — ask, if it was 
not the act cf hiz toilL liUs mind was as much opposed as 
yours. He had as strong a will to bend into submission to 
God, as you have. What he hot done, through the help of 
God, you can do. And Oh ! what rejoicing will it cause in 
our hearts — what happiness to yourself, and what joy in 
heaven, should you, three brothers, be all united, on board 
one ship, in singing praises to God from your hearts, as well 
as with your voices, while you are sailing on the broad ocean. 
And how much good may you do among the seaman — how 
nrach good to other ships' officers — and how much wotdd 
God be h(»iored by such an event, wheiev^ the ship goes, 
under such circumstances. 

'^ If you can realize the importance of these things, as 
they appear to me, and as lam tttre they must appear to you 
at 9ome future day, you will resolve without delay to give 
yourself to God. This is what God requires of every crea- 
ture. And what is the import of this ^ ? We are his al- 
ready — His by creation — His by preservation, amidst all the 
snares and deaths, to which we have been exposed — His l^ 
the redeeming blood of his dear S<m — His by dedication in 
holy baptism. By each of these several claims. His right to 
us has ever been beyond any ground of controversy on our 
part. — ^But by our practice, we have denied His daun. — ^We 
have set up for ourselves — we have felt as though we could 
do without God. In our hearts we have said, we will not 
have God to reign over us. God requires that we i^ould 
submit to his claim — that we should yield this controversy — 
and peaceably submit to his authority. This is what is 
meant by giving ourselves up to God. If you see that his 
claim is just, you must see that to oppose it, is wrong. If 
you are willing then to do what you must see to he rights you 
wiU say— ^ henceforth the Lord shall be my God.' If you do 
this, the veracity of Grod is pledged for your salvation. If 
you find it hard, remember that the hardness consists merely 
in the strength of your opposition to God. The harder itis 
to submit, the more is the need of submission — for the more 
i^gravated is the sin of opposition. 

^ These truths I doubt not will appear piano to your i 
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But be warned of the subtlety of the great adrersary. In a 
thousand ways, he continues lo delude the soul that is con- 
vinced, and resolved on turning to God— -and in thousands o( 
Instances his wiles are successflii. * Be sober, be vigilant 
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, ^^dketh 
about, seeking whom he may devour.' And he goes oa the 
aea, as well as on the land. — ^May God sanctify time thoughts 
lo the salvation of your soul, is the prayer c^ 
^ Tour affectionate Father, 



It has already been intimated that these brothers went on 
diffiirent voyages. J , to whom the above letter was ad- 
dressed, went on board of an East-Indiaman, bound to Bata- 
via and Manilla. A year or eighteen months were expected 
o elapse before its return. 

Mr. and Mrs. R never before felt so happy in the ab- 
sence of their children. Th^ believedl that their eldest son 
had truly given his heart to dod, and that the other brothers 
were seriously impressed. They now experienced great con- 
solation in the thought, that they had given up their oJB&prin£| 
in covenant to God. They coiild not but believe that Go? 
would remember his covenant, and make them the subjects 
of his saving and transforming grace. 

There were several occurrences in the circle of their own 
home to cheer and gladden their hearts. Their two yoimg- 
est daughters, the one twelve and the other ten years of age, 
had given striking evidence of a renewal of heart More than 
a year had elapsed since this change had taken place, and 
though they were so young, yet their altered and consistent 
lives gave pleasing testimony that Grod had truly renewed 
them by his Holy Spirit. Perhaps these parents never felt 
that they had such abundant cause for gratitude, as at 
this moment. They could look upon two of their children 
as garnered up in glory, and five of those that wefe lefl them, 
hadenrolled their names among the followers of the Lamb. 
Though three of their sons were now absent, they felt that 
they were under the guardian care of Him who ruleth 
the raging of the sea, and maketh its waves to praise 
him. They had frequent and pleasing intelligence fh«i 
G ■ and N * And J ^ wlo had gone to tha 
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East Indies was expected in a few weeks. At length, thiou^ 
the public papers, they saw announced the arrival of the ship 
^ i in which be sailed, at the port of New-York. They 

were waiting with eager and anxious solicitude to welcome 
him to the paternal roofl In the course of two or three days 
a letter arrived. It bore the post-mark of New- York. It 

must be from J , announcing his arrival, and stating the 

time when they might expect that he would once more be with 

his beloved parents. — ^With intense interest Mr. R broke 

the seal, and rapidly glanced his eye over the lines. But no 
— it was not the hand — ^it bore not the signature of J— ! 

Mr. R read on — the letter dropt from his hands — the 

tears rolled down his cheeks, and he exclaimed — ^^ The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name ot 
the Lord !" Oh ! what a moment of anxiety was this to the 
fiunily who were yet unacquainted with the real intelligence 
the letter contained. 

«* What is it — ^what is it?" was the eager inquiry. 

"This letter," said Mr. R ^ "isfiromMr. ^ the 

owner of the vessel in which J sailed. The vessel has 

returned, but J is not on board." 

" Why ? — ^where is he ?" was asked by man jr voices. 

" In the bottom of the sea!" said the father, his heart swell- 
ing with emotions too big for utterance. 

The scene that followed can be better conceived than des- 
cribed. Yet God was in the midst of them, and his comforts 
refreshed their souls. 

The following fitcts were communicated in the letter which 

announced J ^'s death. The crew had a prosperous voyap^ 

to India, arrived in a good state at Batavia, where they du- 
chaiged their cargo, and were on their way to ManiUa, in 
the China Sea, when there suddenly blew up a heavy gale, 
and the vessel for a while was in some danger. J — -— was 
on deck giving the men some orders in relaition to putting the 
ship in proper trim to weathw the gale, when a tremendous 
sea suddenly broke over the deck, and swept him off in a 
moment. Every eflfort was made to save him, but in vain. 
He never rose to the surface. No trace of his form could be 
found; and the ship was obliged to go on her way, and kavt 

young R to slumber in the depths of the ocean, tiir thp 

tesnrrection monu 
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Wh^ the fiist gush of gii^had passed away, the solemn 
and startling inquiry came up in the minds of these parents-^ 

<< In what state has J gotie tolnslast aooountt He was* 

swept into eternity without a moment^ warning! Was he 
prei>ared to g>t Had his heart been renewedf lliese 
were fearful questions. The clouds of darkness and uncer- 
tainty seoned to rather thick around his fiite. One sinde 
ray of hope to lead them to believe that he had^neto me 
bosom of the Saviour, would reconcile tiiem to this dispensa- 
tion. Mr. R seemed at once to gather that ray of hope 

fifom God's convenanted pron^ses. ^ Tliis chiM,^' said he, 
^ has long since been given up in convenant to God ; and I 
have fiiith to believe that God did change his heart-— did make 
him truly regeneraie befinre he took him out of the world.'' 

Resting upon this hope, and fully believing that the Most High 
does all Siuun well, he stayed bos soul upon God, and was 
at peace. The stroke, however, to the wounded mother, 
was more than she ooold well bear. Her health declined, 
and she seemed fiist hastening to the grave. — ^That which 
pressed upon her heart from day to day like a load of iee, 
was not the recollection that her son Iras in tiie bottom of the 
deep, with sea-weed wrapt around his head-^t was not 
Aat he had he&i swept into eternity so suddenly, — but that 
he had gone without having left any evidence behind, that 
his peace was made with God. 

In a few weeks the family had the mournful satisfaction 

of receiving the trunk, and various efiects of J . Every 

•crap of paper written in his own hand was carefbily exam- 
ined and sacredly preserved. At length they came across 
an unfinished letter, carelessly thrown into his trunk, which 
appeared to have been addressed to his par^its, and wto 
evidently written only a short time before his death. 

AlthcMigh I have not been able to obtain the letter abdve 
alluded to, the following communication from one of his 
parents will give the raider an idea of its contents. The 
wi^r remark in reference to J-^— : 

<< He had been trained up in the Sabbath School, and was 
very intelligent on religbus subje<jts. Ife fully rtaUttd tteit 
lie was a sinner against God, and that the blood of Christ akme 
could restore him to the divine fevor. His views on this 
subject were not oCa, general character;he beiieved that h* 
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oooid not be saved without a personal interest in the atone- 
ment. 

, ** When he arrived firom a previous voyage^ his mind was 
diieply affected by the change he witnessed in h» eider bfo> 
tber, who had become an heir of life during his absence. Be 
remained at home a few weeks, which aiibrded frequent op- 
portunities for conversation on the all important subject, and 
hese opportunities, I trust, were not lost. It was then satis- 
factorily ascertained that he was in the habit c^ praying 
daily ; and that he was determined to make religion the great 
concern of his life. 

" When he left the paternal home for the last time, it was 
expected that he would sail with his two brothers. Tho 
pious parent may imagine but I shall not attempt to describe, 
the emotions with which we looked forward to this event. 
We could not be unconscious that the lives of three beloved 
tons would be involved in the ikie of one frail bark, exposed 
to all the dangers of the tempestuous ocean. But we had, 
on the other hand, a covenant keeping God to look to. To 
that God we were enabled to commit the keeping of the aouU 
and ike bodies of our beloved children. But an unexpected 
interposition of Divine Providence, gave a diiRirent direction 
to this enterprise ; and our deceased son sailed without his 
brothers. At first it seemed as though God might design the 
conversion of the two younger brothers, by the instrumental- 
ity of the elder. But it now appeared thaf he was to have 
no mortal hand to help him, that he might seek help directly 
from an almighty arm. Let us adore the mercy of God, 
who, foreseeing the end from the beginning, thus provided 
most efiectually to bring our dear son to look directly to 
Himself for salvation. 

" It is diflRoult, if not impossible, to convey to the mind of 
another, the force of that evidence, that has satisfied our 
minds that our beloved son was truly in Christ Jesus before 
his death. The letter whksh we r^ret it is not in our pow- 
er to send you, was of a deeply interesting character, which 
however, none but liis parents could duly appreciate, as it 
related to several things known only to them. The whole 
letter led us to believe — ^yea, left no doubts on our minds, 
that he had become supremely interested in the concerns of 
his aoQl, and that his heart was renewed by dhrine graoe.** 

P 
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Tbaa disoovf ry brought to the sorrowing mother gieato/ 
joy than if there had been conferred upon het and her fiuniij 
a title to all the Indies. It was as thouj^ her child had been 
raised from the dead. The sunshine of hope again rested 
upoa her brightmng countenance. The change in the ap- 
pearance of the whole family was strikingly observable. It 
was as though a dark ck>ud had suddenly been rolled away, 
and the sun had poured in all his efililgence upon the scene. 

The language of every individual of the fiunUy was, surely 
'^ in the midst of judgment God remembereth mercy.'* Mr. 

R now felt that he had received new and fresh proof 

that where parents give up their children in covenant to God 
in accordance with the divine will, those children will nc^ be 
lost. In relation to his own children, he thought he had 
every reason to hope that the three whom God had taken 
from him were in felicity. And of the seven that were left 
him, all but two, in the judgment of charity had been renew- 
ed in the spirit of their nunas. The various afflicticms which 
this family were called to suflfer, tended to deepen their piety, 
and lead them to strive to live, as it were, every moment be- 
neath the eye of the Saviour. This holy living, together 
with the pious counsel he received, exerted a most salutary 
influence upcm the mind of their youngest son, a lad only 
nine years old. Seldom have I seen more decided and un- 
equivocal marks of genuine conversion, sustained by a cor- 
responding and continued change of deportment, than were 
manifest in this instance. 

There was only one of his family now that had not been 

brought in, and in relation to that one, Mr. R remarked, 

in a communication recently received— 

*^ I believe that my confidence in the covenant promises of 
Grod, has never been greater with respect to any one of our 
children than it now is respecting the one who has not yet, 
I fear, fully embraced the Saviour." 

Here I wish the reader to pause and ponder these fects : 
for they are well authenticated facts. If parents did give up 
their children, when they brought them to baptism, in faiak 
if they held cm to the promises of God in relation to thdr 
children in afler life with firm faith — if they reared up their 
offipring, not as though they were theirs, but God's children-— 
if they continued to believe and pray, and let the light of 
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their example shine around the path of theur oaring, would 
not those offiipring realize all that is promised in the covenant? 
^ould they not hecome regenerate and spiritual children of 
the Lord ? Can a solitary instance be shown, where this--' 
all thip has been done on the part of the parents, and the 
promise of God has failed 1 Does not the baptismal service 
of the Episcopal Church then, speak a solemn note of war- 
ning to parents — laying the.«in of their children's living and 
dyinii; unregtneraJtej fX thair door ? Parents, think of these 
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CHAPTER IX. 



DBKOKIKATIOirAL PE0ULIABITIB8, NOT A MAITBlt «•« 
IKDIFFBSSKCB. 



•• Tlmt Muth the Lord, Stand je in the wajt and see, and aik for the 
old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest 
for your souls. " 

FnmtheMof thePrtphM JertmUtk. 

We have often found, in surveying some vast and mag- 
nificent work of art, that the full eflect it was calculated 
to produce, was not known until it had been surveyed from 
several difi^nt positions. 

Though in this our walk we have already nearly gone 
** round about Zion,** and seen its " principal towers and bul- 
warks," still, we have no doubt, that their beauty and'^trength 
will be better understood if they are viewed from other points. 

In the present chapter, we propose to invite the reader to 
look at Zion with its whole assemblage of palaces and towers 
from three dbtinct points. Or in other words, we shall ^read 
before him views of three different individuals, as they were 
impressed in looking at Zion from three difierent points. 

Preliminary to this however, I wish to ofier a few consid- 
erations, showing that in our view, denominational peculiar- 
ities are not to be regarded as altogether a matter of indif- 
ference. 

The remark, " thai it is of no consequence to what chwrck 
we attach ourselves if we are only christians,^^ is so current 
that it has become quite common-place, and, by many, is re 
garded as an axiom involving incontrovertible truth. But if 
we will take the trouble to analyze this remark, we think il 
wiU be found to contain more error than truth. Doubtless the 
most essential thing to be looked to, in connecting ourselvet 
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with any church, is, the evidence of our being truly bom of 
God — the clear indications of the germ, and commencement 
of that spiritual and divine life which will be perpetuated 
through eternity* Without this, church-membership is vain. 
Without this, no matter with what denomination we may be 
connected, or how admirable may be its arrangements for 
leading believers on from strength to strength till they come 
to Mount Zion with songs and everlasting joy. If we have 
not vital godliness--j>ractical and heartfelt piety — we shall 
never reach Mount Zion — ^we shall be driven away forever 
from the presence of God and the Lamb. 

But if we have a principle of piety awakened into life within 
us, it is of some importance how diat new spiritual existence 
Is matured and brought forward. 

The church is the nurse by whom, and the nursery in 
which the children of Grod are to be trained for Heaven. Pa- 
rents usually deem it of some consequence, to commit the 
education of their children to proper hands. These children 
are educated only for time — ^the children of God are to be 
educated for eternity. Is it of no consequence then, to whom 
their education is committed ?— or how they are brought up? 
What if through carelessness, or negligence, or mismanage- 
ment on the part of the nurse to whom they are committed, or 
from her withholding from them the proper nutriment — ^instead 
of growing ^' unto perfect men, unto the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ" — they languish in feebleness, are 
stinted in their growth, pass their days in almost infantile 
dwarfishness, and finally fell into early decrepitude, will they 
not personally sufier loss ? Will not God be dishonored, and 
his name reproached on their account? St. Paul tells us of 
some, who, though they built on the right foundation, and 
though they would finally be saved— yet, inasmuch as they 
built of " hay, wood and stubble," would suffer lossi and 
•* be saved, yet so as by fire." 

Again : Grod purposes to accomplish great things in our 
world through his people. But his people disquahfy them- 
selves to be co-workers with Him, when they are so care, 
lessly nurtured, that their growth is stinted, and they scarce- 
ly exceed the pigmy size of mere dwarfs. Or in other words 
when they live on, ignorant and uninstrucled in those doc- 
trinal truths which expand the mind, stroBgthen the mora] 

p2 
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mfl^tions, and tend to give more vigor to the principle of ho- 
liness — ^bringing the intellect, the affections, yea, the whole 
man with all his powers, under the salutary influence of that 
heavenly discipline which will train and qualify him to take a 
prominent place in " the sacramental host of God's elect.'* 
Thus do they, who are not under these right influences, not 
only fail of doing the will of the Lord by helping to prepare 
the way of the chariot of the Redeemer, but by their limited 
knowledge, by their neglect of divine grace, by their lack of 
spiritual growth, and by their low standard of piety, they 
bring dishonor upon the holy name by which they are called. 
They lead the enemies of God to blaspheme, and to say in 
sconiful derision, " These are the people of the Lord, and are 
gone forth out of his land."* Now we do know, that almost 
every thing relating to future character and usefuhiess, de- 
pends upon the manner in which children are nurtured, and 
trained, and educated. And it is no less true, that the char- 
acter and usefulness of christians depend upon the influences 
that are brought to bear upon them in the church* This ot 
itself, were there no other considerations, shows that it is of 
very great importance with what church we unite ourselves. 
The (jbctrines must be sound and scriptural — tlie discipline 
and worship, such as tend to edification and the pronx>tion of 
true godliness and enlightened piety — and all its arrange- 
ments so manifestly in harmony with the word of God, as to 
be an epistle of commendation, bearing the broad sign and 
signature of Christ himself. And farther, we ought not to 
place ourselves in any church, unless there can be affirmed 
of it, that it is "a congregation of faithful men in the which 
the pure word of God is preached, and the sacraments be duly 
ministered according to Christ's ordinance in all those things 
that of necessity are requisite to the same." That the Epis- 
copal Church is such a church, appears to be the deep and 
solemn conviction of the writers of the three following com- 
munications. They were all of them requested by the author, 
to give a brief statement of the manner in which they were 
led to connect themselves with the Episcopal Church, and some 
of the reasons which prompted them to take this step. The 
author was led to make this request of them, from the fact, 
that they had all of them for many years been most exemplary 

•lfixek.xixvi.lS. 
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and devoted christians in the bosom of other churches, and 
ttiat they were men of great candor, of cool and deliberate 
judgment, and of undoubted |Mety, having retained to the 
present time the undiminished coi^dence of those christian 
bodies from which they felt it their duty to separate themselves. 
I would also add, that these individuals reside in di^rent 
parts of the country, and have no personal knowledge of each 
other. The first letter is from a layman. This letter per- 
haps will be read with increased interest, when it is known 
that the writer has some time since passed the meridian of 
life, and is now descending into the vale of years, surrounded 
by a lovely family, who Imve all been brought up in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord, and who, by their correct 
christian deportment, and devotedness to the Saviour, present 
a lovdy example, not only of a holy, happy family, where 
God reigns, and religion is the most interesting theme, but 
also of the truth of that imerring declaration of scripture-— 
*^ Train up a child in the way in which he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it." This worthy and 
beloved fether, as he remarks, had strong and almost invin- 
cible prejudices against the Episcopal Church. His testimony 
IS the more valuable on this account. Whatever may be 
thought of his argument, we can bear witness to his close and 
carefiil walk with God — his high and holy aim to advance 
the glory of his Creator — and to the kindliness of his feelings 
to all who love the Lord Jesus Christ. 

OAen have I thought that if any of my acquaintance ever 
reached Heaven, and stood on the glorious mount of God, 
tlie writer of the following letter would be among the number. 
Thouch a plain roan, and never having enjoyed the advanta- 
ges of a liberal education, he has a sound judgment, and a 
heart warm with the love of God : 

"DearSir: 

^ In compliance with your request, I will attempt to give you 
some account of the manner m which I was led to beccmH! 
ooDDected with the Episcopal Church. It was with decided 
aversion to the forms of the Prayer Book, that I first began 
to attend the Episcopal Church. I had in early life received 
an impression, that religion was at a low standard among 
Churchmen ; and that impression had lost none of its strength 
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with increase of years. Peculiar circumstances, howe?«r, 
induced me, occasionally, to attend worship at an Episcopeu 
Church. About this time a beloved son was made a sub^ 
of divine grace, by the preaching and counsel of an Efnsoo- 
pal minister. My attention was now more seriously directed 
to a consideration of the mode of conducting worriiip in the 
Episcopal Church, and to an examination of ^ Prayer Book. 
The result was, that I became convinced that the gospel was 
fiiithfully and forcibly exhibited in the 9ermtfe* With the 
preaching I was entirely satisfied ; and, notwithstanding my 
aversion to forms, I was induced to procure seats for my film 
ily, (regarding the measure as alu^ether temporary,) in an 
Episcopal sanctuary, where my son had received so great a 
blessing. For a considerable period the peculiarities of the 
church worship were a burden ; but, by d^^rees, as they were 
better understood, what I had regarded as/oniM, I realized to 
be devoHonal exereisea. AAer my strong prepossessifMis 
were in some degree removed, I b^n to examine into the 
design of the various matters peculiar to the church ; and the 
result of my inquiries was a decided conviction that if chris- 
tians of other denominations were unincumbered witii $ome 
things which appear to be a draw-back to the Episcopal 
Church, they are also lacking in much that is instructive, and 
that adds greatly to the solemnity of worship. 

^ When I first witnessed the administration of hapHtm in 
the church, I was forcibly reminded of a remaric made to me 
by an aged and respected brother in the CongregaH&ndi 
Church, which was as follows : " There is a great want of 
solemnity in our mode of baptism, and the ordinance loses 
much of its importance on that account." I had been remind- 
ed of thb remark, when witnessing the administration of this 
ordinance by tmmeraton.— There was a hurry, and bustle, 
and confusion, distracting to the mind. But when witnessing 
the administration of this ordinance in the Episcopal Church, 
I felt the truth of my friend's remark still more forcibly. 
There was a solemn stillness ; no noise of thoughtless spec- 
tators ; every thing was befitting an ordinance designed as a 
seal of the everlasting covenant. The reflection came upon 
my mind with great power, that here was all the solemnity, 
the absence c^wluch was so much lamented by my Ooiigiv* 
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gutional friend. But I pass to notice the other ftppointed sad 
of the covenant. 

** The eommuman sertfiee was not without its influence up* 
JQ my mind. I had sometimes noticed an appearance of 
despatch in this solemn ordinance, as practised in some iii- 
dependeni churches. But here was a solemnity becoming 
the most solemn event which it was designed to commemorate. 
First, the Lord's Prayer ; then, an invocation of the Holy 
Spirit ; dien a rehearsal of ^ ten commandments ; while the 
communicants, on their hnets, invdte the merciful fi:»rgive» 
ness (^ their past sins, and grace to keep the law, for time to 
come. Here die broken law is sjwead out before us ; at the 
rehearsal of each commandment, the response is a coniessioo 
of guilt, and an invocation of pardoning mercy. What can 
be nnnre suitable than this, to prepare the heart for a right 
reception of the s3rmbols of the broken body and shed blooa 
of the Saviour of the wor(dt Hie attitude in which this sa 
crcd duty is performed, to my mind, is not an immaterial cir 
eumstance. It seems to me that in this most solemn trans- 
action, the communicants should come around the altar, and 
on their knees receive the sacred symbols, from the hand of 
Christ's ambassador. 

'< I have found, also, that the appointed services, which 
mark the great events of the reUgwue year, are eminently 
adapted to fix the attention upon the prominent incidaats in« 
volved in the history of the Lord Jesus Christ ; and to induce 
devout and humble exercises of the heart Those for the sea^ 
son of Advent have a deli^tful influence in turning the 
thoughts to the scenes and circumstances conceded wiUi the 
coming of Christ in the flesh. The language used by the 
apostles is well adapted to express our feelings on this sub- 
ject : '^ Rejoice ye Gentiles with His peq)le, and again, praise 
the Lord all ye Gentiles, and laud Him all ye people."-^ 
Those for the Epiphany direct our minds to a consideration 
of the obligation of christians to publish " the gospel to every 
creature.'' Those of Letd are happily adapted to lead the 
mind to devout meditations upon the su^rings and death of 
the Saviour ; upon our lost state as transgressors of God's 
righteous law ; and upon the infinite compassion of Chnst, 
who at so great a sacnfice, has made it poeusible for repeniimg 
•imien to obtain pardon and eternal life. Those of fculir 
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tell of hk triumph over death wad h^, and of the ficm fouii* 
dation of the christian's hope. And in the yet more glorious 
ef&at of the AMeenmon^ we are led ak)Dg by the appropriate 
exercises, till we find ourselves standing with the disciples ot' 
our blessed Lord, steadfastly looking up toward heaven, as 
he ascends, and hear a v<»oe proclaiming — * This same Jesus 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in 
Kke manner, as ye have seen him go into heaven.' Wkiu 
mmday calls up to mind the gbrious descent of the Holy 
Ghost on the day of Pentecost-^t I forbear to proceed. 

^ It has been often remarked that every thing is beautiful 
in its season ; and that order is conspicuous in the works of 
God. It is likewise an apostolic injunction- ^Let every thing 
be done decently and in order." It is a chief excellence in 
these i4>pointed services of th» church, that they are in bar* 
mony with the sentiments just quoted. And the scriptural 
truths embraced in these exercises, come upon the mind with 
tenfold power from these happy associations. 

^ Few persons have thought more unfiivorably of forms of 
prayer than myself; and it was not till several months 
had dapsed, that my mind was released from the strong pre- 
judices I had formed on that pcant. Without entering into a 
discixssion of the subject here, I shall briefly speak of it as 
re|[ards my own experience. My aversibn to this part of wor* 
siup gradually subsided as I became fiimiliar with the exer- 
cises, so that I could participate in them understandingly. 
And when* I had attained a tolerable knowledge of the several 
parts, I found it to be in a high degree devotional. In truth 
it has become to me the most interesting part <^ worship. I 
do sometimes, nevertheless, experience a weariness before the 
service is finished ; but a Uttle self-examinati(»i on those oc- 
casions, always leads me to see that the cause of that wean- 
ness is a want of watchfulness, whereby I sufier my mind to 
wander from the dutie^ before me. And now, afler two 
years experience in this matter, I am not only satisfied with 
the morning and evening service of the church, as it is ap- 
pointed to be read before the sermons, but I think it far better 
adapted to promote the great end of all religious services, 
than any extemporary exercises whatever. I am aware that 
it is objected apinst the use of farms, that they lead to fbarm- 
•lityin worshq), to which tlie mind is sufficiently prom 
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without such a help. My answer to this objectkxi is, that I 
have not found it so. I do not realize that this decided pre- 
ference for the services of the liturgy has, in any degree, di- 
nunished my interest in extempore prayer on more private 
occasions for social worship. 

^ On the subject o^ Episcopacy ^ my mind is quite satisfied. 
If infant bapHsm and the christian Sabbath can be proved 
to be of apostolic usage, so can Episcopacjfj by the same 
species of evidence. As I believe the former, I cannot reason* 
ably reject the latter. But if it cannot be proved by any ex- 
press declaration of scripture, so neither can any such war- 
rant be found in the scriptures for Presbyterianism or Con- 
gregatianalisnu How then does the subject stand in pcnnt 
of expediency? I think it admits not of a doubt, that the ad- 
vantage is altc^ther on the side of Episcopacy. Every can- 
did man who has noticed what is passing around him, will 
admit that in all denominations, there are in fact grades in 
the ministry, though they are not recognized m their church 
polity. In each synods church^conference^ and consociation^ 
there is a governing spirit ; and that spirit is in the breast of 
one man. Or if there are exceptions, it is where there is a 
striving for mastery among the two or three, who are aspir- 
ants for supremacy. I do not say this unkindly, nor with a 
view to depreciate the exalted piety and acknowledged excel- 
lency of our brethren of those denominations who have laid 
aside Episcopacy. But I simply notice a fact which has ex- 
isted, and probably always will exist, while human nature 
continues as it is. Far better is it, therefore, in my view, 
that there be (me elected to the office of Bishop, by the con- 
sent of his clerical brethren. 

** Having now briefly recited some of the considerations 
which have led my mind to a renunciation of past errors, in 
relation to the Episcopal Church, and to become in feeling 
and in sentiment an Episcopalian, I l^ave only to add, that I 
regard it among the most mtcresting events of my life, that 
my family have been brought under this influence ; and each 
of the several members of it is no less happy in this-consider- 
ation than myself. Since we have become associated with 
Episcopalians, Jive of our number, it is hoped, have passed 
(torn death unto life. 
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^ It 18 possible th^ the forgoing recital may lead soma 
porsoQs to the GQBclusi<Hi, that the Episcopal worship is at- 
tended with difficulty ; and that con^derable time is required 
to obtain that knowledge, which is necessary to a participa- 
tion in it — My own reflections on this subject have resulted 
ia the following coaclunons ; 

" 1. It is hardly posnble for any one, who has not been 
placed in similar circum^ances, to form a just estimate oi 
the difficulty of bringing the mind to an impartial examination 
of a subject, about which, it has been twenty years nurturing 
false notions. The mind instinctively turns away from su^ 
an investigation ; and cannot without painful efibrt be brought 
iwiparHauy to the test of truth. It is only by lUtle and 
little that the work can be accomplished* 

" 2. If the foregmng inforenoe be just, we see how vastly 
important it is, before making a decision in so sc^mn a mat- 
ter, as a profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, that we 
carefully and candidly examine into the peculiaiities of the 
diflerent religious communities, and look well to the ' law an4 
the te^dnumy.^ 

^' 3* It also shows most evidently the high responsibility 
of parents and guardians, and the importance of leading chil- 
dren along, from thdr earliest years, in the way in which 
they should go, so that when they grow old, there may be no 
need of their having to enter upon new paths. I cannot here 
refrain from adding, that I was surprised to notice how much 
more easily my childrei of eight, ten, and twelve years be- 
came fomiliar with the Episcopal worship than myself. And 
from the first, it made an impression upon them, that I trust 
will never be effaced. What I have noticed of its influence 
upon their minds, has oflen recalled to memory what I have 
felt, and what many others have expressed of the influence 
upon the mind through life, from being taught in childhoodi 
to repeat daily the Lord's Prayer. Now if this prayer, 
which is very comprehensive in its terms, (quite too much so 
to convey very definite ideas to the mind of a child,) exerts 
such an influence upon the character, is it not most obvious, 
that the liturgy of the Episcopal Church, being impressed 
upon the mind in early life, must impart an influence that, in 
most instances, would be visible in the character through 
life? If not, why are christians of every denonunation, in 
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the sabbath school, and ia the family , with untiring efibrti 
inculcating upon the youthful mind, those principles, which 
accord with their views of religious truth ? 

'* In making the forgoing brief sketch, I trust that I have 
not been influenced by a desire to depreciate the principles 
and feelings of my christian brethem of any denomination. 
I have endeavored to show that my mind has been changed, 
on this impOTtant subject, not from caprice, but by a deliber- 
ate and rational inquiry afler truth. And I hope I have com* 
plied with the spirit of the apostolic injunction — * Be ready 
always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.' 

« Yours, &c." 

The writer of the next conununication is a clergyman, 
who as his own narrative states, was reared in the bosom of 
another church, whose ministry he also subsequently entered. 
That he acted conscientiously in leaving the church of his 
&thers, and casting in his lot among us, no one, who is per- 
sonally acquainted with him will doubt. The letter itself will 
show that his mind is capable of taking a wide and compre- 
hensive range over the fields of human investigation. He has 
given the highest evidence of his love for Christ and immor- 
tal souls, by breaking loose from all attachments that bound 
him to the Atlantic shores, going to the far West, and sub- 
mitting to every kind of toil, sacrifice, and self-denial, to 
make known the unsearchable riches of Christ to those who 
were perishing for lack of knowledge : 

"Mv Dear Sir: 

Most gladly do I embrace an opportunity to address you 
agreeable to your request, on the subject of the government 
and usages of the Protestant Episcopal Church, to which I 
belong, whose piety I revere, and whose forms of holy devo- 
tion I admire and love. Once I was connected with a de- 
nomination of christians, whose rules of discipline were^ in 
many respects, different from those of the Episcopal Church. 
I have no cGsposition to declaim against them. With them 
there is much ardent zeal and devoted piety. With them 
my serious attention was first engaged on the momentous sub- 
ject of religion. With them I experienced the first joys and ' 

Q 
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ooiisolatkiDB of the Uessed lK)pe ofeverlasting . ife, 
cherish. Should these lines ever meet the view of any who 
di^r from me, I beg them to divest themselves of prejudice, 
and to contemplate, in the spirit of christian candor, the 
reasons which eflfected a change ji my sentiments relative to 
the government of the church. Although this subject is of 
minor importance when compared with the great doctrine of 
salvation, still nothing should be deemed beneath our notice, 
which a^cts the beauty and health of the church, which is 
the body of Christ, and the reward of his toils and death. 

*' It is but a brief statement that I can make of the reasons 
which compelled me to connect myself with the Protestant 
Episcopal Churclr, to which I now belong, and in whose 
sacred ministry I am now laboring ; and should they contri- 
bute any thing towards influencing the advocates of parties 
to think more, and to contend less, I shall feel myself amply 
compensated for the labour I am now performing. 

'< I was educated as a congregationalist — ^I studied theology 
three years at Andover as a Congregationalist — ^I commenc^ 
the work of the ministry as a Congregationalist. I felt an 
entire confidence that the system of church government, to 
which I was accustomed, was right. Consequently it never 
once entered my mind, during my whole course of ten years 
study, that I ought to investigate the subject. Here I cannot 
but express the belief and the regret, that such is th.^ fact in 
regard to hundreds of young men in similar circur^tances. 
S^n afler I had entered on the work of the n^nistry, I was 
called to officiate in a parish, that was much distrrbed by 
party dissensions. Much efibrt was made and ma^y means 
employed for the restoration of peace and harmony, *»ut with- 
out effect. The most, that the counsellors cn^oy ^ could 
do, was to recommend conciliatory measures. The ^x)ntend- 
ing parties felt themselves at fiill liberty to reject the proposed 
measures, and, in the last resort, to be their own ppAaes of 
their grievances. As I extended my acquuntance with the 
religious commumty, I found, to my surprise and regret^ that 
fflmiliar evils existed to a great extent in many parishes of 
the same denomination. The system of government which 
they had adopted, appeared to me, on viewing its prv.thal 
results, to be extremely inefficient, and unprovided with pro- 
per <iefeDoe against the mtroduction of error and party strife 
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and divisions* Under these circumstanoes, as the question 
for the first time suggested itself to my mind, ' did Christ 
leave his church thus o^titute of an efficient system of govern* 
ment V it appeared to me just to infer, from the benevolence of 
his nature, and the solicitude of his feelings for the peace 
and prosperity of the church he had loved and redeemed with 
his own blood, that he must have provided for its efi^tual 
and salutary government. I now began to enquire for the 
first time in my life, 'what are the facts relative to this subject?' 
It was obviously a question, that should be decided, not by 
the opinions of any class of men, but simply by an appeal to 
facts. I now directed my attention to the WftZe—to history^ — 
and to the toritings of the fathers of the primitive church. 

^^ It appeared to me, that whatever correct instruction on 
this subject can be derived from the bible, is decidedly in 
favor of that system of govemm^it, which has been adopted 
by the Protestant Episcopal Church in this country. Aa the 
christian church is a modification of the ancient Jewish 
church the three orders of the ministry of the Jewish 
church appeared to afibrd some intimation of the divine 
mind in regard to the ministry of the christian church. 
While Christ was on earth, such seemed to me obviously to 
have been the arrangement in r^ard to the ministry. After 
nis ascension to Heaven, it appecired obvious, that his apostles 
were advanced to the fii^t rank in the ministry, the seventy 
disciples to the second, and the deacons to the third. It 
moreover appeared to me obvious from scripture, that others 
were in the first age advanced to the apostolic office, and 
that they possessed, in some respects, a superiority over 
other ministers. Such appeared to have been the fact in 
regard to Timothy at Ephesus, and Titus in Crete. 

" From history it appeared to me as obvious as any fact 
can appear from authentic history, that the government of 
the church was Episcopal from the beginning. This was 
particularly evident from the epistles and writings of Ignatius. 
Clement, and Polycarp, who lived in the age of the apostles, 
and were conversant with them. I observed, to my great 
surprise, that Ignatius, within the short compass of eighteen 
or twenty octavo pages, mentions the three distinct orders oi 
the ministry, as we now receive them, no less than twenty. 
«ven times. — ^This same fact appeared to Vo rendered still 
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more evident from the writings of Irenseus, Tertuliian, and 
others, who lived in the second century. It appeared to be 
corroborated by the testimony of Cyprian, Firmitian, Cor- 
nelius, and many others in the third century. It seemed to be 
most unequivocally confirmed by the testimony of Eusebiusj 
Jerome, Sozomen, and a host of other unimpeachable wit- 
nesses, who lived in the fourth and succeeding centuries. 
To my great astonishment I could not find that an individual 
among the fathers of tne primitive church had written any 
thing calculated to influence an impartial mind to the adop- 
tion of a different conclusion. It appeared to me that the 
effort of some recent writers to set aside the testimony of the 
ancient fathers, or to force it into the support and defence 
of modern sects, was altogether unworthy of honest men. 
I found to my great suprise, that Calvin, Grotius, and several 
others, who are among the most learned of the Presbyterian 
writers, have conceded the fact, that Episcopacy was the 
form of church government miiversally adopted from the age 
of the apostles down to the time of the reformation in the 
fifteenth century. 

. " The great question which now remained for me to de- 
cide, was, whether the circumstances of society in nKxiem 
times, which are in many respects diflerent from those of 
society in primitive times, may not justify a departure from 
primitive usages in the government of the church ? or, in 
other words, whether some other form of church government 
may not now be more expedient than that of Episcopacy ? 
In regard to this question, I reflected, that human nature is 
the same in every age, and that consequently, if the church 
of Christ, as established by himself and his apostles, was 
adapted to the circumstances and wants of men eighteen 
hundred years ago, it must be adapted in like manner to the 
circumstances and wants of men now, and in every age. 
I found that schism was most severely rebuked by the divine- 
ly inspired apostles, as a grevious sin, and as leading to 
disastrous results. I could not, therefore, as an honest man 
and consistent christian, do otherwise than to connect myself 
with a church, that from my childhood I had been accus* 
tomed to regard with feelings of much indiflference. 

" In all this course of investigation, I had no one to advise 
with. I had never in my life attended the worship of t!ie 
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EfHscopal Church, till I was perfectly satisfied that it had 
ample support for its system of government and mode of wor- 
ship, both from scripture, and the usage of the primitive 
church. I could not think that any valid objection could be 
urged against prescript forms of worship, when I reflected 
that the psalms of David and Asaph were divinely inspired 
forms for the worship of Grod in the temple of Jerusalem; that 
Christ himself had given his sanction to them by attending 
regularly public worship in the synagogues, where forms of 
devotion were universally used ; that he gave his disciples a 
form of prayer ; that he when in his greatest agony in the 
garden, prayed three times, using the same words, or form ; 
and moreover, that they soon came into universal use in the 
christian world, and are to this day used by the largest part 
of professed christians. They have the sanction of the wisest 
and best, and holiest of the men of modem, as well as of an- 
cient times. The forms of our church are pre-eminently 
adapted to aid the devotions of the humble worshipper, to 
arrest the attention of the thoughtless and careless, and to 
interest children and youth. I envy not the feelings of the man 
who can pour contempt on a practice, that has the sanction of 
the Spirit and of the Son of God, and of the Church in every 
age. I envy not the feelings of the man to whom the divinely 
inspired forms of scripture are uninteresting, and who can 
take no pleasure in approaching the throne of God in the' use 
of the same words, which oflen dwelt on the lips of Chrysos- 
tom, and Cranmer, and Ridley, and Hooker, and Martyn. 
Having been acg^med to both extempore and prescript 
forms of public worship, I would record it as my deliberate 
opinion, were this the last time that I ever expected to write, 
that the latter mode of worship has a decided advantage in 
many respects over the former. No where have I ever seen 
more of the spirit of pure and heavenly devotion than in those 
places of worship, where the litui^ of the Prostestant Epis- 
copal Church is uniformly used. I am now laboring in the 
great valley of the Mississippi. Here the obvious efiects of 
the liturgy of our Church, are to restrain extravagance and 
fanaticism, and to foster the spirit of peace and order, and of 
pure and undefiled religion. The liturgy of our Church is a 
wall of dtjfence against the errors, and the parties, that are 
at this time withering, or crumbling to atoms, many other 
Q2 
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bodies of christians in our country. The Episcopal Church 
has ever stood firm and unmoved amidst the convulsions, 
that have long disturbed the christian community. Peace be 
within her walls, and prosperity within her palaces. Liong 
may those who take pleasure in her stones and favor her dust, 
have occasion to rejoice, that they have come indeed to 
* Mount Zion ; and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels : to the 
general assembly and Church of the first-born, which are 
written in heaven ; and to God the Judge of all ; and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator ot 
the new covenant; and to the blood of sprinkling, that speak- 
eth better things than that of Abel.' 

Yours, Ace** 

Hie communication that follows also comes from a clergy- 
man. The spirit in which it is written, and the sound anfl 
judicious views with which it is characterized, will at once 
show the reader, that the writer is one of those men whom 
it would be a privilege to know, and seek counsel from, in 
our journey to Mount Zion. 

•Dear Sir: 

" I cordially approve of your design to prepare a little work 
of a practical character, on the peculiarities of the Episcopal 
Church. Such a work is due to the cause of Christianity, if 
it be true that our church possesses any peculiar advantage 
in its mode of presenting the christiai^^^gion before the 
world : and it seems not less due to ourselves, for the purpose 
of meeting the inquiries of those who are interested but un- 
informed on the subject. I comply with pleasure, therefore., 
with your request to me, to state the occasion of my trans- 
ferring my connection to the Episcopal Church from anothei 
denomination. 

** To the labors of a faithful clegyman of the denomination 
in which I was educated, I am indebted under God, for my 
earliest instructions and my first serious impressions on the 
subject of religion. But it was from a clergyman of the 
Episcopal Church that I received, during the absence of my 
own minister, the counsels and prayers which I needed during 
the season of my first anxious solicitude respecting my eter. 



Digitized 



by Google 



€H« IX*] A WALK ABOUT ZIOH. 176 

The way of salvation. 

nal interests. The faithful labors of this servant of God, I 
camiot but remember with devout gratitude to Him who em- 
ployed him as an instrument in leading me to the Lamb of 
God who taketh away the sins of the world. 

" It may perhaps be useful to unfold a little more at large 
the incident above alluded to. My mind was, at that time, 
awakened to an entirely new discovery of my relation to God 
as a transgressor of his law. Educated from infancy with- 
out the influence of parental piety, and in a school of mere 
worldly morality, I had been taught to regard sin as a trans- 
gression against personal and social welfare rather than an 
ofi^ce against God. Jesus Christ I regarded as a benevo- 
lent Being and a high example of moral excellence, but neith- 
er felt any obligation to him as a Saviour, nor had the least 
perception of the necessity of his death for sinners. But 
at that moment, I was contemplating sin as an awakened sin- 
ner in its relation to the divme law and government. In 
this view, a difficulty presented itself, which, until then, I was 
unconscious of. Deeply as I then abhorred sin, and peni- 
tent as I felt for a life of thoughtless neglect of God and my 
soul, and anxious as I was to be pardoned and reconciled to 
Grod, I perceived not how pardon could be extended to a sin- 
ner consistently with the truth and righteousness of the divine 
character. It appeared to me that God would be ur^ust i^ 
pardoning a sinner. Every mode of reconciliation which I 
could conceive, seemed utterly baseless. No possible way of 
salvation, that I could imagine, harmonized the divine attri- 
butes and made fercy consistent toith justice. The prayer 
which was at that moment ofiered for me, and which was 
what I may term an extemporaneous appropriation of the lit- 
urgy, presented an atoning and all-sufficient sacrifice. It 
brought me in the arms of feith to the throne of grace — to 
God as reconciling the world to himself in Jesus Christ : — 
My difficulties at once vanished — ^I could at once approach 
God in faith and hope, and rejoice in the God of my salva- 
tion. Tliis circumstance, together with some acquaintance 
with the comparative success which had attended his labors 
*nd that of my own pastor in their respective congregations, 
placed my mind in an attitude of impartiality towards the two 
Jlenominations. 
" Af^er having resolved on making a public profeasdon of 



Digitized 



by Google 



176 ▲ WAUL AB09T noik [cm* jx 

Comparison between two doioaiioatioiia. 

religion, a question arose in my mind as to which of the two 
churchbsl should unite with. My educational prejudices, and 
social connections all lay on the side of that with which J had 
heen connected. The bias of my mind was affected, at that 
time, by the different mode of presenting the truth, and the 
di^rent spirit which attended it in these two denominatioDs. 
Both were undoubtedly orthodox in doctrine and evangelical 
in spirit. Yet there was on the one hand, an eager and prose- 
lyting spirit mingled with its greater ardour, that tended to 
let down my mind from the great consideration of salvaticm ; 
while on the other, there was apparent a liberal and noble 
Catholicism, which rose above minor and sectarian interests, 
;and leA my mind free to pursue its eager inquiries afler spirit- 
ual knowledge. This inclined me thoroughly towards the 
Episcopal Church, to which I should then have attached my- 
self, but for the strongly existing personal influence of the 
Meads among whom f was educated, and the entire absaoce 
of all counteracting efforts. Under these circumstances, and 
being without information on the peculiarities of eadi church, 
and moreover, viewing this part of religion among the several 
denominations, as involving no practical consequences, I uni- 
ted where ^had been educated, and remained m communion 
with that d^omination for several years. My associations 
were, on Jthe whole, agreeable and profitable. I witnessed 
much zealtmd prosperity among them, (although more than 
I could approve, interrupted by seasons of sad coldness and 
decline) and I shall always remember our brethren of that 
denomination with aflection and sympathy. 

'^ But it is due to my subject to present a less favourable 
view. The objections against that denomination, which I am 
about to enumerate, arose from practical experience, ana 
without any relation to any intended transfer of my connec- 
tions, which then I did not anticipate. 

" The first relates to extemporaneous prayer in public wor 
ship. On this subject, however, I did not experience that 
practical difficulty which constitutes a popular objection 
among those who are educated churchmen. I refer to a sup- 
posed inability to follow and unite with the clergyman in 
nis prayer. There was no room, indeed, for this objectioii 
m regard to the prayers of the senior pastor, for it was so 
perfectly a form as to be femiliar to every child in the oon 
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gr^atioD. Nor did I find this a difficulty in the truly extem- 
poraneous prayers of the junior pastor. For these, prompted 
by pious and ardent feeling, his course of thought was natural, 
and included those grand topics which must occur to every 
mind that is in earnest and eager afler intercourse with God. 
But the objection related to the painful variations in the spirit 
of his prayers, which lefl the worshipper disappointed ; and 
in addition to this, there were at times speculative and con- 
troversial tofHCs introduced, which were inappropriate and re- 
pugnant to the sentiments of many of the congregation. But 
a more serious andoflener repeated error was, that of convert- 
ing the prayer into an exhortation. These difficulties were 
much increased by exchanges with clergymen whose pray- 
ers were new and their sentiments various. 

" In these views, whether or not I was alone, or what was 
the practical efl^t of these prayers upon the congregation, I 
knew not for some time. My invariable posture in prayer 
was such as I supposed to be common to all who really en- 
deavored to unite in prayer with the mimster, — with my head 
inclined and eyes closed. But afler a considerable period, I 
was obliged one Sunday, by the occurrence of a case of in- 
disposition in my pew, to raise my head during the»long pray- 
er, so called. And never shall J fbi^t the amazement with 
which I beheld the posture and looks of the congregation. • 
They were standing and gazing in every direction, some at 
the minister, and some at each other, with scarcely a head 
bowed in apparent devotion. This absence of every thing 
like union in public prayer made me involuntarily exclaim 
within, ' Is this a worshipping assembly V " I had often been 
disturbed by the noise and rustling of a standing congrega- 
tion when &tigued by a long prayer, but now I saw, not only 
the occasion of that, but more than I had ever suspected. 

" The remaining practical difficulties to which I have allu- 
ded, I shall throw into a small compass. In extemporaneous 
prayers I observed the general defect of too little comprehen- 
siv^iess, and too great minuteness to be properly adapted to 
public worship. Important subjects, such as our Country and 
our Rulers, were seldom mentioned. In the reading of the 
scriptures, also, there was a serious defect. Oftentimes they 
were omitted altogether, and generally they were limited to 
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80 small a portion that their introduction into the services 
seemed to be formal and constrained. 

^< On the general style of preaching, I hesitate not to say, 
that it was characterized by a spuit of piety and a directness 
of application that becomes this part of the public services. 
And yet it was alloyed by a very prevalent tone of contro- 
versy, which detracted much from the pleasure and profit dt 
public worship. The diflerence in this respect between that 
denomination and ours, is tersely expressed in a remark made to 
me by a gentleman, who had been feuniliar with the usual style 
of preaching in other denominations, aAer he had become ac- 
quainted with that which prevaib in the Episcopal Church. 
* Sir,' said he, ^ [ hear nothing said in your church against 
other denominati(Mis. Your clergy seem to have but one 
common enemy to preach against, and that is sin.' 

^^But there was a more serious defect which often filled me 
with alarm for the cause of truth. There seemed to be, in 
an extemporaneous service, no barrier to prevent churches 
firom degenerating in^ heresy. I observed that the church 
in which a venerated ancestor of mine had labored with abun- 
dant success and fidelity, had successively fallen into the 
hands of an Arian, an Universalist, and a Unitarian. This, 
I found, was not a solitary instance, but of very common 
.occurrence. The great body of churches in Massachusetts 
are an example of it. — Indeed, under such a system of wor- 
ship, a gradual change of sentiments in the clergy, to which 
a speculative and controversial spirit naturally tends, finds 
nothing to check it ; and after making some progress, must 
terminate in one of two results — the total degeneracy of the 
church into error, or a division of the parish. — ^The latter is 
attended with serious unhappy consequences ; and especially 
when we consider the inefficiency of discipline which charac- 
terizes the non-Episcopal churches. When differences arise, 
they are with great difficulty adjusted. The instances of this 
were so common as to compel notice* Religion has bled at 
every pore during the protracted ex-parte councils, and law- 
suits, to which resort was had ; and which, after all, usually 
resulted in the division of the parish, and the triumph of er- 
ror, besides the engendering of family and social feuds of 
long standing. The same difficulties, I found, resulting from 
a want of discipline in minor departments of church af&irs 
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In the mode of admitting and excluding communicants by the 
co-ordinate authority of the Pastor and the church, an uiK 
fiivorable influence was created on all the parties. The divi- 
sion of responsilHlity lessened the efRciency of the Pastor ; 
and the participation of the church in the examination of can- 
didates, and the cognizance of offences, led to a narrow and 
limited standard of christian character, as well as to make 
the whole community a party in question of a confidential, 
and oflen trivial nature. 

><But I must pass on to notice the occasion of the transfer ot 
my connection to the Episcopal Cliurch. My junior Pastor 
preached a series of sermons against the Episcopal Church* 
In these he labored (o fasten upon that church the brand of 
formalism, and the corruptions of popery. The attack was 
wholly unprovoked ; nor could any occasion for it be surmised, 
that was creditable either to his charity or hirf judgment. 
The Episcopal Church m that place was §piritually prosper- 
ous, and increasingly popular, and the clei^yman was a man 
of the most elevated and consistent duristian character, and 
never known to utter an unkind sentunent respecting his fel- 
low christians. This attack proved unpopular. It was deeply 
lamented by the best friends of our Pastor. The discourses 
embraced many aspersions which appeared to have no war- 
rant from the practical character of the Episcopal Church, 
and which indeed were so evidently inconsistent with it as to 
arouse suspicion of their truth, and led to an investigation of 
the facts. — Among a number of members of his church, 
some of whom are now clerg3nfnen in the Episcopal Church, 
I examined the subject I became perfectly satii^ed that the 
charges were groundless, and the attack an imwarranted and 
uncharitable one. — And what very much strengthened this 
conviction was the Mowing circumstance. The friends of 
our Pastor who were most anxious to sustain him and to re- 
lieve him from the odium he had brouglt. upon his character, 
called and requested explanation, indulging the hope that they 
had mis-apprehended his meaning. He d^vowed any inten- 
tion to injure or defeme the Episcopal Church, and to satisfy 
them and the public, consented to publish his sermons. But 
what was our surprise and displeasure when we feund that 
those parts of the sermons, which when delivered were moil 
-^ B, and whidi wore eztemporaneoiis, bat which — "^ 
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fiesh in the memory of the hearers, were altogether (mittid 
in the published sermons. This, together with the unsatisfiic- 
tory views of the sermons at publ^hed, laid the foundation 
of a disaf^tion in the congr^ation, which soon led to his 
dbmission. There was anther circumstance, also, which 
was, in the course of public inquiry on the subject oi this 
maidfest hostility toward the Episcopal Church, brought to 
remembrance in the past history of the two churches ; and 
which was not a little favourable to the cause of £{Hscopacy. 
The older inhabitants recollected an eflbrt to repress and dis- 
courage Episcopal worship by an attempt to enforce the pay- 
ment of taxes for the support of this church on the J^pisoopa- 
lians who had begun to establish and support their own. In 
the course of this persecution several respectable members ol 
the Episcopal Church were thrown into prison; and the scm 
of one of them is believed to be now living whose christian 
name was given by his parents as a monum^t of the perse- 
cution of the &ther. He was christened oy the name of 
JaUl 

In the course of the Ihquiry which these circumstances ex- 
cited, I discovered those peculiarities of organization in the 
Episcopal Church, which met and provided against the diffi- 
culties I had experienced as above narrated. I discovered in 
this church, in addition to sound doctrine, evangelical piety, 
and a truly catholic spirit, the appendages of a liturgy which 
furnished the worshipper with a medium of prayer that was 
appropriate, comprehensive, and spiritual, that a£brded secu- 
nty against offensive additions, as well as defections and varia- 
tion, and that established a firm bulwark against any extenmve 
or permanent defeneration into heresy: a form of public wor- 
ship that ^ve and secured to the Scriptures their deserved par- 
ticipation m the service of the Sanctuary ; and a disdpline which 
a succession of ages has proved to be an efiectual preservation 
of union and subordination. I was not a little confirmed in 
my determination to make this the church of my chmce 
hy the approbation which intelligent and catholic spirited 
clergymen of my former communion awarded to the Eds- 
copal Church; and among thena, one who stands sec(Mid to 
scarcely a clergyman in the land in point of influence, leaminff, 
and talent, assured me, that had he known as much of tmi 
cimichwhea hewasa candidate for the ministry, as he mw 
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did, he should without hesitation have made his election to he 
an Episcopalian. 

" In conclusion, I will only add that nearly fifteen years 
of intimate acquaintance with this church has strengthened 
my hond of attachment ; nor have I to record a single circum- 
stance of a seriously adverse character, save this, — ^that 
Episcopalians in general do not rise up to the lofty standard, 
and sublime spirituality of the Liturgy, Articles, and Dis- 
cipline of their apostolica! church. 

Youn, 6kJ* 
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CHAPTER X. 



THE TBKDBNCT OF BPI800PAL INSTITUTIOllt. 

* Let me with light, and truth he hleit ; 
Be these m j guides to lesd the way. 
Till on thj holy hill I rest. 
And in thy saored temple pray." 

It is not the towers and bulwarks of Zion alone that should 
attract our attention. Her palaces are not to be overlooked. 
They constitute no inconsiderable part of her splendor and 
glory. It must also be remembered that what constitutes their 
greatest charm and attraction, is the delightful &ct that God 
ts well knaum in them as a sure Refuge. 

It is the presence of Christ, that gives to the church all its 
beauty and glory. The farther we proceed in our walk, the 
more reasons we discover for regarding the Episcopal Church 
with increased interest and attachment : and one of those rea- 
sons is, that we find written upon her every gate, and wall, 
and palace, and bulwark, and tower — ^^ Holiness to the 
Lord." We find that God is in the midst of her — that Christ 
is well known in her palaces as a sure refuge. We wish, 
therefore, the reader to contemplate some facts which we shall 
spread before him, in relation to the tendency of her institu- 
tions. 

Though the seal and impress of great antiquity are stamped 
apon all the institutions of our Zion, in many parts of the 
United States every attempt to establish the Episcopal Church 
is regarded as a movement hostile to the old and existing re- 
ligious institutions of the land. The old religious societies, 
that have been in existence from the first settlement of the 
country, and which the pilgrim fathers planted here, are sup- 
posed to have undoubted claim to be ranked with the earliest 
forms of primitive Christianity. And every departure, in re- 
lation to Church order, from those old landmarks is looked 
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upon wiUi suspicion, and regarded as innovation. The idea 
is also embraced that the introduction of the Episcopal Church 
into our old settled towns must tend to disturb the established 
religious societies, and agitate the community with increased 
religious controversy and dissension, which now exist to an 
extent truly hurtful to the best interests of Christianity. 

Having stated this objection to a friend who has had some 
opportunity to observe the results that flow from the intro- 
duction of the Episcopal Church into places where for some 
generations, other religious denominations have occupied the 
whole ground, he very kindly furnished me with the follow- 
ing very sensible article : 

^^ In reference to the progress of the Episcopal Church, an 
objection has arisen, which demands serious consideration. 
It is this: 

^' * The Episcopal Church, even admitting she has many 
excdlent features, cannot now be introduced without break- 
ing up old societies, and sowing discord and strife.' 

" An objection of so weighty a character ought not to pass 
without examination. If there is even a plausible ground for 
this objection, it deserves to be considered; and should it 
prove to any extent well-founded, it must be made to appear 
most conclusively that these evils are abundantly overbal- 
anced by its great and good efiects, before the establishment 
of this church can be hailed as a blessmg. 

" I have thus stated the case, because it will be allowed 
that the disturbance of existing societies, and even the occur- 
rence of divisions is not, in itself conclusive against the intro- 
duction of religion under a new form. For if it were, then 
the Reformation would be without justification ; and even the 
propagation of Christianity itself among the heathen, origin- 
ally or at the present day, cannot be defended. Admitting, 
thai, that the interruption of existing associations, and the ex- 
citement of contentious feelings may ensue to a certain extent, 
on the introduction of a new church, without being conclusive 
against the utility or propriety of the measure, the objection 
is thrown upon other grounds than the bare fact of the exist- 
ence of these evils. In order to sustain it, it must be shown 
that the Episcopal Church has in its own character a tenden* 
ey to produce and perpetuate divisions and discord, end ol 
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course, is a false religion ,* or, that, being good in itself, it 
necessarily produces these evils by taking the work of the gos- 
pel out of the hands of others. And it is believed that the 
objection under consideration, in point of fact, rests upon one 
or both of these suppositions. Wherever a new Episcopal 
Church is established it encounters some objectcn^, who view 
it with a suspicious eye, as trammelled with the drapery of 
superstition, and possessing the form, without the power of 
godlmess ; and others, who assume it as a given point, that 
the old existing churches must be diminisl^ in the exact 
ratiaof the increase of the new ones. These, then, are the 
real questions at issue ; and they are, happily, questions of 
fact that are susceptible of the clearest decision. 

*' Respecting the supposition of the formal and superstitious 
character of the Episcopal Church, it is deemed needless to 
institute an inquiry. The articles, and formularies, and dis- 
cipline of this church, together with her general character 
and history, are open to public inspection; and we may safely 
refer the decision to that respectable rank which is awarded 
her by the common voice of Christendom. And we may, 
with confidence, refer all who entertain doubts respecting the 
principles and tendency of this church, to her living charac- 
ter. We ask them to scrutinize her influence, established and 
sustained in her true spirit and purity ; and see whether the 
society which she controls is not elevated, sanctified, and 
peaceful to an extent that will sustain a comparison with her 
sister churches ; and whether the opposition and strife, which 
in her progress she may have occasioned, be not incidental, 
innocent, and transitory. 

" The writer of this, from his own personal observation, 
feels authorized not only to refer to the salutary influence oi 
the Episcopal Church upon her own population, but to go 
farther, and maintain that wherever successfully estaUishetl 
she exerts an elevating and inspiriting influence upon all exist- 
ing denominations of christians. We are well aware of the 
fears and jealousies of old established churches toward the in- 
troduction of this church ; and the same feelings naturally 
arise in relation to any new church of any denomination. 
The thought instantly arises that some of their communicants 
will withdraw, their congregation will be thinned, their own 
means of support will l^ dnuned, and thdr whole establish- 
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meat be in danger of decay. And we have observed that 
these apprehensions are strong in exact proportion to their 
low moral condition, and sluggish inactivity : and they have 
reminded me of the poor parson who rejected the proposal of 
his parishioners to increase his salary, on the ground that as 
they were so slack in paying his present pittance, if they in- 
creased it he should lose the whole. Precisely similar is the 
apprehension of those languid and spiritless churches which 
remonstrate against the establishment of a new church, ^ if 
it were destined to draw from them their little remaining life, 
and build itself on their common ruin. 

" Now, in all this, there is a misapprehension of the sub- 
ject, and we undertake to affirm that however natural or 
pinusible may be such fears, they are wholly groundless ; 
and that the introduction of an Episcopal Church where oth- 
er churches already exist, is attended with no such unfavor- 
able results, but, on the contrary, is followed with decidedly 
beneficial efi^ts upon the whole christian community. 

^ To explain this, it must be borne in mind that the num- 
ber of churches of all denominations is never multiplied be- 
yond the real necessities of the population of a place. In point 
of fact no such case can be pointed out. In proof of this, we 
may refer to New England, where the largest proportion of 
churches to the peculation exists, and point out places where 
there is one church for every five hundred souls, and yet they 
are all well attended and sustained, independently of the float- 
ing mass of infidels and reckless worldlings to be found in 
every place. Indeed, there is little danger that men will be 
found any where, who will carry zeal, true or false, so far as 
to incur the heavy responsibilities of a new religious estab- 
lishment without the warrant of a sufficient population to sus- 
tain it conjointly with those already in existence. Allowing, 
then, that there is no danger of overburthening a place with 
religious institutions, it will be seen at once that no objection 
can arise against the introdiiction of an Episcopal church, ex- 
cept on the supposition of its engrossing an undue proportion 
of society. But this is a view which other denominationis will 
not be disposed to take ; and which, if just, and arising out of 
a real superiority in this form of Christianity, not only re- 
moves the objection but supplies a powerful argument in its 
place. And yet the results, even in such a case, a:^ not such 
b2 
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as the timid and the jealous might appreh^d. For the in- 
trinsic advantages of no denomination are so commanding as 
to secure for it a sudden and controlling asoendaMsy ; and the 
bonflb of old associations are too strong and numerous to 
yield to any such consideration. There are so many preju- 
dices to he overcome, so many local attachments to be sacri- 
ficed, so many family, social, cuid secular interests to be re- 
sisted, and so much hazard and sacrifice to be incurred in 
transferring connections from an old to a new church, that 
changes in the classification of society to any great extent, 
cannot, under even the most &vorahle circumstances, be sud- 
denly effected. So that the materials employed in the estab- 
lishment of a new church are fragments gathered from the 
churches in being, and from the floating mass of society. It 
does not seriously detract from the numbers of any ; and then 
their partial losses are more than supplied to them all by the 
addition of new individuals who are drawn out by the com- 
mon excitement, and also by the increased zeal and attention 
of their former adherents. In a word, a new church is a 
healthful stimulus to the cause of religion in all its interests ; 
and operates in proportion to its own intrinsic excellencies to 
stimulate the sluggish circulations of the moral system, and 
to purge it of its corruptions. 

Th^ statements might be abundantly verified by reference 
to authentic facts. From many of a similar character, one 
is selected as an example. In a town of eight thousand in- 
habitants there were ten churches of various denominations. 
At the time of the introduction of a new Episcopal Church 
a large proportion of the people did not attend any place of 
worship habitually, and the congregations were generally 
thin. The churches were in a dilapidated state, and only 
one house of worship had been built within a century. There 
were less than twenty male communicants in the two most 
wealthy churches, and only three Sunday schools in the town. 
The new church, it was generally feared would be gathered 
at the expense, and to the injury of them all. The result is 
as follows : — Four new houses of worship have been reartd 
within two years, and very extensive improvements made up- 
on others. The several congregations have all been increased, 
the communicants greatly multiplied, the Sunday Schools 
an^^mented to ten ; and a state of general prosperity and hai 
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mony has succeeded to one of jealousy and strife. The change . 
in the entire aspect of society is striking and happy, and its 
moral standard elevated. It is proper to remark that no in- 
crease of population, or change of circumstances has taken 
place in connexion with this change. It is attributable solely 
to the establishment of a new church, whose peculiar wor- 
ship and discipline, united to piety and zeal among its mem- 
bers, rendered it a fit instrument in the hands of Providence 
to exert a reviving influence upon the christian cause. And 
there are many individuals in that place who now see this 
subject in a new light. They can look back with regret and 
shame at their short-sightedness in opposing and aspersing 
as an evil what Grod designed for good. May this example, . 
which serves to exemplify our present subject, prove service- 
able in promoting more liberal sentiments, and a more chris- 
tian spirit between di^rent denominations. Let it teach us 
that the prosperity of our neighbor is inseparably connected 
with our own. The advancement of the church in every de- 
partment and branch is a common treasure, in which all pai- 
take, and in which all should rejoice. Let us leave it to a 
selfish world to act on the monopolizing principle, and to set 
up the interests of an individual in opposition to the welfare 
of the whole.'* 

In corroboratiiMi of the position taken in the preceding ar- 
ticle, is a statement of facts with which I have been furnished 
from another source. While passing through a particular 
section of one of the New England States, as from time to 
time I stopped at a small village, embosomed in the midst of 
a beautiful landscape, which the hand of the Creator had 
thrown around it, I was frequently led to notice and §idmire 
the neat and orderly appearance of every thing connected 
with the place. As I occasionally stopped, in this village a 
day or two, I had an opportunity of observing the degree of 
interest that was felt in religious matters. I was at once 
struck with the apparent deep piety, fervent zeal and chris- 
tian devotedness of the people. And it delighted me not a 
little to find that the Episcopal Church was leading the van 
in the benevolent movements of that christian community, 
and was regarded as second to no other church in point of 
spirituality. It was obvious that an unusual harmony and 
kindness of feelhig, among difierent denominations of chris* 
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tians, pervaded the whole community* I could not but fed 
a desire to know by what causes these delightful results had 
been effected. A request was made to a gentleman in the 
place for a brief sketch, detailing the principal facts connec- 
ted with the establishment} "uid subsequent pn^rress of the 
Episcopal Church in this place- The request met a response 
in the following communication, which cannot fail to awaken 
interest,* and carry up the heart in gratitude to God 2 

" Rev. and Dear Sir, 

" In compliance with your request, I ^11 undertake to 
give you some account of the history of our church in this 
place, and the efiects that have resulted from its establishment, 
I suppose that you are aware that the whole ground in this 
region has long been pre-occupied by other denominations. 
Till of late, they have known very little in relation to the 
Episcopal Church, and that little came from those who were 
opposed to it. The church was represented as holding many 
dangerous errors in doctrine, and as destitute of all spirituality 
— ^furnishing a mere barren form of religion, under the covert 
of which nominal professors, and those who were not disposed 
to set religion altogether at defiance, would seek shelter, and 
thus strive to soothe their conscience while they continued to 
slumber on quietly and undisturbed in their sins. There 
had been for many years in our village a Methodist and 
Baptist church. The service of the church was unknown 
here. At the time the minister, under whose faithful labors 
our church was established, first preached here, I believe 
there was not a single Prayer-book in the village. The 
state of religion was very low. Public worship was greatly 
neglected. The most intelligent and influential people in tlie 
place habitually spent their Sabbaths in absence from the 
sanctuary of God. . A large portion of the inhabitants regar- 
ded Sunday as a holiday, and might be seen at all hours 
during the sacred day, engaged in visiting, walking the streets 
or lounging upon the wharves. 

" It was under these circumstances that the idea was em- 
braced of attempting to establish an Episcopal Church in this 
village with the hope of reviving religion. The attempt was 
coked upon with jealousy and suspicion by the old established 
ooi^r^rations. Their meeting-houses were in a decayed «ad 
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dilapidated condition, and no small difficulty was experienced 
in raising an adequate salary for their ministers. It was 
supposed that the establishment of an Episcopal Church would 
weaken these societies still more ; and then too, there had 
been from time to time much jealousy and unkind feeling be- 
tween the two religious denominations already established. 
It was supposed that the establishment of a third would in- 
crease sectarian bitterness aiid strife. 

" In the face of all these difficulties the banner of the 
church was set jp, and on it was written * Christ crucified' — 

* Peace and good will to men.' The Lord was our helper, 

* What was sown in weakness was raised in power.' That 
which at first was no bigger than a mustard seed, soon sprang 
up and became a great tree. The people who used to spend 
their Sundays on the wharves began to assemble around the 
herald of the cross. The wealthy and influential inhabitants 
of the village who had long neglected the courts of the Most 
Eligh^ began to say ' Let us go with them, and build a house 
into the Lord.' A house was built — sinners began to inquire 
the way to Zion with their faces thitherward. From this 
moment, the moral and religious aspect of our village, began 
to exhibit signs of a decided improvement. At the consecration 
of our church, the Bishop in his sermon observed, ' that it 
had been often* remarked, that where the Episcopal Church 
had been established in any place it had generally proved a 
blessing to the other religious societies. This was looked 
upon, at the time, as quite paradoxical : but in this place, it 
has certainly been realized ; and the members of the other 
societies are now free to acknowledge it. Both the Baptist 
and Methodist congregations have increased, and are now in 
a far more prosperous condition than they ever were before. 
Their church edifices have been repaired, and they find little 
or no difficulty in raising all needful funds for the payment 
of their mmisters' salaries, and other incidental expenses. 
They also now find it easy to do more for the religious and 
benevolent operations of the day, than formerly. 

" In the mean time the Episcopal Church has held steadily 
on her way, pursuing a decided but unobtrusive course, en- 
joying at each advancing step, new and evident tokens of the 
approbatiot and blessing of God. Eight thousand dollars 
have been expended in erecting and enlarging our present 
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church edifice. In the coDgregaticoi there are more than a 
hundred families. They have become r^;ular and attentive 
worshippers. And from these families, more than a hundred 
souls lutve professed faith in Christ, and been enrolled with 
* the sacramental host of God's elect.' And these souls thus 
gathered into the Redeemer's fold, have been collected prin- 
cipally from fiunong such as were before living in the n^loct 
of public worship, and beyond the circle of the influence of 
the ministrations of the gospel. And now, harmony and 
kind christian feeling exist among all denominations. We 
have in a good decree lived dawn the prejudices that were 
once cherished agamst us. And the b^ficial influence that 
has been exerted by our church on the moral and religious 
state of the town generally^ is perceived and acknowl^ed 
by all. 

Yours dtc" 

To corroborate the preceding statements, tne following 
communication is inserted from a clerical brother : 

'« Rev. and Dear Brother : 

" I regret very much that the pressure of other duties, will 
prevent my giving that attention to your request which it de- 
mands. I rejoice truly that you are about to publish a work 
which will tend, both to remove the unfoun8ed prejudices 
that exist against the church, and to enlighten the minds of 
some of our own communion who are too ignorant of the 
ways of our Zion. ' Be ready always to give an answer to 
every man who asketh you a reason of the hope that is in 
you,' is a caution as wise as it is necessary ; and may be 
extended in its application, not only to the evidence of our 
adoption into the family of Christ, but likewise to the grounds 
of our attachment to the church of our choice. 

" The various works of this class, tha^ hitherto have been 
attempted, are generally, either too abst^^ in their charac- 
ter for the great mass of readers, or too sectarian in their 
feeling, to be productive of real good. A work, therefbre, 
of the kind proposed, breathing, not the spirit of sectarianism, 
(Ood forbid!) but a spirit of expansive christian charity to- 
Irards all who love the Lord Jesus Christ, cannot M to bt 
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ofetseiitial service in promoting the interests of true religion 
At the present time especially, such a work is absolutely ne- 
cessary to satisfy the prevailing spirit of inquiry -in relation 
tc the church and her institutions. At no former period, hi 
this country, has so bright a day dawned upon our Zion* 
The manifest increase in the piety and zeal of the members 
of her communion — the earnest and growing demand for her 
services in different parts of the land — ^the numerous additions 
to her ministry from other denominations — the astonishing 
and continued increase in the number of her candidates for 
holy orders — ^the multiplication and extending influence of 
her Theological Seminaries and other religious institutions — 
and last, though not least, the enkindling spirit of missionary 
enterprise, expanding itself over the broad earth and embra- 
cing within its influences * every spot where lives a lapsed 
child of Adam' — all these are < signs of the times,' so bright 
and cheering, that even the doubting may now exclaim — *the 
time to favor our Zion — yea ! the set time is indeed come.' 

" Again ; when it is remembered that the church has reach- 
ed her present state of prosperity, under circumstances the 
most adverse, it will require but little discernment to perceive 
in her the elements of perpetuity. The prejudices inseperable 
from the early political connections of this country with 
Great Britain — ^the unpleasant associations arising from the 
relation in which the mother church stood to the civil govern- 
ment — ^the reaction that was of necessity produced by the 
events of the revolution — ^the lax habits of many of the clergy 
—the worldly conformity that characterized too many of the 
remaining disciples of Christ — and the dangerous practice of 
admitting to confirmation individuals who gave no evidence 
of conversion to God; all these are causes which, in times 
past, have operated to the serious injury of the best interests 
of the church, and aside from that kind providence which 
has efl^tually preserved her through the medium of her pe- 
culiar organization, must have resulted in her final destruc- 
tion. 

" The carefiil observer, therefore, will not fail to perceive, 
in the history of the church, sure indications of her fiiture 
prosperity. If notwithstanding the obstacles she has en- 
countered, the hand of the Lord has still led her onward, 
what may we not expect^ when the growing spirit of piety 
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oiMi of acHve and enlightened xeaJ $hall charaderixe tmt* 
versdily both ministers and people? 

" It was remarked to me, a short time since, by a brothet 
of the Presbyterian Church—* If Episcopalians had put forth 
years ago the piety and active efforts that are now manifested 
by many, yours would have been by far the largest denom- 
ination of christians in the country.' This remark is un- 
doubtedly founded in truth. Such is the moral power that 
the church possesses in her organization ; and such her unity 
of action, that the same degree of piety and zeal which hs^ 
been manifested by some other denominations, would have 
carried her far in advance of them all in her resources, num- 
bers, and moral influence. 

" It has already been remarked, that we may judge some- 
riiing of what the church might be, from what she is, in spite 
of the serious obstacles that have retarded her progress. 
Even under all the prejudices that still exist in places where 
the church is not known, the attempt to establish her services 
rarely proves unsuccessful, if the truths of the gospel are 
plainly and faithfully presented through the medium of her 
ministry. The writer can cast his eye over a small sphere, 
where seven Episcopal parishes have been formed within 
three or four years, in places where the church was hardly 
known, and where scarcely an individual could be found that 
was interested m her services. The strong prejudices that 
existed at the first, soon yeilded to th6 conviction that they 
were founded in ignorance of what the church really is. In 
nearly all these parishes there have been revivals of religion 
— ^many souls have been gathered in of such as we trust 
shall be saved — and their attachment to the church is now 
as decided and observable as were their former prejudices. 
The great success which has marked the history of thes& 
parishes, is not to be attributed to any superior talent on the 
part of the clergy who labor in them, but simply to the feet 
that the cross of Christ has been faithfully preached. 

To show how easily the strongest prejudices may be re- 
moved when the church becomes truly known, I will mention 
an instance which has occurred more particularly under my 
own observation. 

In the latter part of the year 1883, the attempt was made 
to organize an Episcopal parish in the village of L • At 
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this time there was not one commuDicant of the church in 
the place or neighborhood — ^the strongest prejudices were en- 
tertained against her services by nearly all those who re- 
spected true religion ; and humanly speaking there seemed 
but little prospect of success. In a few months, however, the 
power of Christ began to be manifested. The spirit of the 
Lord was poured out upon the people. A revival of religion 
unattended with any public excitement, but deep and power- 
ful in the hearts of many, was given as an earnest, that the 
Lord was with us. From that time to the present, there 
have always been some individuals under serious impressions* 
The church numbers ferty communicants, where eighteen 
months since there was not one. To these may be added 
many others, who will thank Grod through eternity that they 
ever attended on the worship of the Episcopal Church. A 
large, and still increasing congregation has been collected , 
and a commodious and beautiful temple has just Ijeen erected 
which is soon to be consecrated to the worship of the Great 
Head of the church. It is an interesting fact, that of the 
present number of communicants, most of them were strongly 
prejudiced against the church to which they are now so de- 
cidedly attached. I will mention an instance, in the hope 
that it may meet the eyes of some, who perhaps are judging 
as harshly of a church of which they are confessedly ignorant 
as once did Mrs. H . 

'^ At one of the meetings which the writer is in the habit 
of holding, for the particular instruction of those who are 

seriously impressed, Mrs. H was pres^it, under deep 

concern of mind. It appeared that for a long time, she had 
cherished the hope that she was a christian, but at length 
perceived that her hope was built upon a wrong foundation 
Awaking to a sense of her condition, and realizing that she 
was yet out of Christ, she had now come to make the enquiry, 
* What shall I do to he mvedV Never was this inquiry 
made in true sincerity without receiving an answer from th© 

Lord. Mrs. H soon found the Saviour that she sought, 

and with him that peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing. At a proper time she was baptized, and was sub- 
sequently confirmed. 

" These circumstances are mentioned that the reader may 
tlie better appreciate the Mowing incident : 
- S 
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** A short tiina afler Mrs. H united with the churcb^ 
she said to me : 

'^ * I have something that weighs upon my mind and troa* 
hies me exceedingly* I have long been desirous of conver* 

sing with you t>n the subject. Mr. C , I have injured 

both you and the church, &d I wish to ask your forgive- 



'* Surprised at this declaration, and at the evid^it confu- 
sion with which it was made, I knew not what to expect. 
Mrs. H explained : 

" * Previous to the commencement of the services of the 

church at L , I had never attended an Episcopal Church, 

nor did I attend the church here until some time during the 
last spring. The services were then entirely new to me. I 
was displeased with every thing I saw and heard. When I 
returned home I spoke my thoughts freely — said I never 
would again attend an Episcopal Church — that there was no 
religion in the church'--{Here she became evidently con- 
fused)—* and even reported that I did not believe you to be a 
converted man. I did not again attend the church for a long 
time. When I did, I became somewhat interested. This in- 
terest continued to increase until I attended the meeting which 
was so much blessed to me. You know the result — now can 
you forgive me?' 

*'It is needless to add, that it was not difficult to forgive a 
fault so ingenuously confessed, and for which such ample re- 
paration had been made. The case of Mrs. H , however, 

is not a singular one; and it is by no means impossible that 
this account may fell into the hands of some, who are now 

thinking and acting just as Mrs. H once did. If so, we 

would kindly say to them, examine before you judge and be 
not over haity in your judgment. We also express the hope, 
that they may yet learn to appreciate a church, which in the 
land of our forefethers was the very first to take her stand 
against the errors of popery — ^^hich nas sealed her testimony 
to the truth with the blood of her martyrs — ^which has sent 
forth from her ranks some of the most devoted missionaries 
of the cross, and whose learning, wisdom, and piety, have 
done more to fill the religious libraries of all evangelical de« 
nom'iiations, than any other church upon earth. In saying tliid, 
we do not express a mere opinion, we state maple facts, ^'-^ 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



CH. Z.] A WALK ABOUT ZIOIT. lOi 

Tbe folly of diisensions among chriatiani. 

facts which may be found upon historical record, and which 
will be readily recognized by the intelligent of all denomumo 
tions. 

''If there have been found in the church, un&ithflil minis* 
ters and ungodly men, the church is no more to be condemn- 
ed for their delinquencies, than is the religion of the gospel 
-for the misconduct of some of its nominal professors- If men 
would know what the church really is, let them go to her 
standards — her liturgy^ her articles^ her homilies. Exam- 
ine them, search them, prove them. See if they do not 
breathe the very spirit of the gospel, and set forth in all their 
purity the simple doctrines of the cross. 

*'Let not the church be condemned for what some have re- 
presented her to be J but let her be judged and appreciated for 
what she really is. Alas! why should there be so much 
discord among brethren? Why so much of angry conten- 
tioDs, and striving about words to no profit, but the subver- 
sion of the hearers ? One of the most effective pleas which 
the world offers for the rejection of the gospel, is the ^ dissert 
sions among christians^* Let him, therefore, who wantonly 
assails the character of a christian brother, and still more, he 
who wantonly assails the character of a christian church, re- 
member that if he succeeds in his object, he lends a most wel- 
come aid to the powers of darkness. If those who name the 
name of Christ are reproached, the cause of Christ itself is 
injured. If one of the members suflfer, all the members suf- 
fer with it. And why should the members of the body of 
Christ array themselves against each other? Has not each 
work enough for all its strength Is there not room enough 
for all ? Are not the fields white for the harvest and loudly 
calling for the reapers? Are there not souls enough in 
all the daiicness of sin, for whose salvation we may put 
ferth our strongest energies? Are we not engaged in a 
common cause? Have we not a common enemy? Have we 
not all one master, even Christ, and one hope of our 
calting? Nay — are we not all one in Christ, and do 
we not hope to be one in his kingdom of glory? Away, then, 
with sectarian prejudices and party feeling! Let every man 
be fully persuaded in his own mind; and while he is consc]« 
entknisly attached to the church of his choice, and obeys the 
mjunctionof the Apostle, *be ready aliitiys to give an answer 
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to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in 
you,* let him do it with * meekness and love,* * not returning 
evil for evil, or railing for railing, hut contrariwise, blessing? 
And ^ may the God of peace, which brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make us all 
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in us that 
which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ,' to 
whom be glory forever and ever. 

TouiB in the best of bonds 



C." 
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CHAPTER XI. 



HINOH OBJECTIONS. 



** How hard it is upon our ehureh, that we, her professing memhers. 
will not do her the eoramon justiee ci aetins out her liolj injiinetions! Of 
what use are wotIls of eontrorersjr in her ddtence, eompared with the sik&t 
ar^;ament of a life built up under the holy influence other spiritual diiei- 
pline, and her sound and simple ordinances. " 

Becordt ofag99dman*9 lyk^ 

Thbsb pages will probably meet the eye of many who love 
the churchy and duly appreciate her admirable institutions. 
Of them I would inquire— have we not, by our deadness and 
worldly conformity, been guilty of the suicidal act of doing 
more to retard the progress of our church, than all the oppo- 
sition of her enemies? — ^Has not the spouse of Christ been 
wounded in the house of her friends. Did the light of holi- 
ness beam forth in one broad stream of lustre from the con- 
duct and character of all who professed to love her, would 
not the clouds that now gather around her, and obscure her 
form and beauty in the eyes of many, melt away and dis 
appear, like the mists of morning before the bright, glowing 
rays of the summer's sun! Oh! that Episcopalians would 
pray more, and live nearer to Grod, and seek to mount up on 
the wings of holiness to a closer communion with Him, and 
with the saints in light! Had they done this, their peace 
long since would have been " as a river, and their righteous- 
ness as the waves of the sea.'' Had they done this, there 
would be now far less need of works like the present to disa- 
buse the public mind of ernmeous impressions in relation to 
•he Church. But until we can be brought as a body to take 
a high stand, and become pre-eminent tot holiness, we shaU 
be obliged to send forth works of this sort, to entreat those 
who are ignorant of our doctrines, disdpline and worsh^s to 
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form their estimate of the Church from looking at her stan* 
dards, rather than the lives of her unworthy members. 

As this volume is designed more especially for those who 
have little or no knowledge of the church, I have thought it 
might be well to devote a chapter or two to the consideration 
of some minor objections, which not unfrequently are raised 
against the Episcopal Church. 

To invest this subject with the more interest, I purpose to 
avail myself of a manuscript in my hands containing ^^ Tke 
rendniscences of a Missionary^ while laboring to make 
known tke unsearchable riches of Christ,^^ 

Who in surveying the edifices and public buildings of a 
town, or the vanous towers of some magnificent fbrt£^cation, 
has not found some portion of the architectural group in- 
volved in partial obscurity by the position in which he hap- 
pened to be placed? To see those particular parts to the best 
advantage — ^to understand their design, and see the relation 
they have to the whole, it is necessary to change one's po- 
sition, and view them from another point. It is precisely so 
in one's walk about Zion. Some, who have walked partial- 
ly around this city of the Great King, and who have con- 
siderable knowledge of several of its parts, have beheld oth- 
er parts from points where they could not form any just idea 
of their beauty, design and propriety. We think that this 
manuscript will enable the reader to take a view of our Zion 
from a number of new points, where various colonades, arch- 
es, turrets and pinnacles, that may hitherto have been thought 
an incumbrance, will be seen to add greatly to the beauty, 
and glory, and safety of this blessed place, whose " gates 
the Lord loveth more than all the dwellings of Jacob." 

Without any farther preliminary remarks, therefore, I 
shall introduce the reader at once to this Mantiscript, 

" Some of the happiest hours I have ever known on earth, 
have been passed amid the toils and privations of a mis- 
sionary life. It is true that the missionary who goes out 
to labor amid the moral wastes of our land, encounters com- 
paratively few of those hardships and dangers, which b&- 
■et the daily path of him who goes to labor among the be- 
nighted heathen. Still the home missionary has his trials 
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and he has his seasons of joy too, — pure, holy, uninter- 
rupted joy I 

"In looking back, here and there one of those happy 
seasons rise up to my view like so many lovely oases in 
the fimntainless desert, furnishing a grateful object to the 
eye amid wide-spreading fields of desolation* Memory now 
lingers with fond delight over one of those bright spots in 
my past labors. — ^The time referred to, was an evening spent 
at the house of a friend, m the midst of a little group who 
had assembled to obtain more definite information in refer- 
ence to the Episcopal Church. The circumstances which 
had convened them for this object were fraught with peculiar 
interest. 

" In the fulfihnent of the duties of my office as an ambas- 
sador for Christ, I had been led to visit a place where the 
population was dense, the people wealthy, and many of them 
intelligent and well-educated. This place was located in the 
centre of one of the loveliest and richest countries in the 
world. If the hearts of the people could have been touched, 
and drawn heavenward by a view of the finest and bold- 
est scenery that ever stretched around the dwelling of man, 
or a display of the most luxuriant productions of nature, 
there would have been in this community no lack of grate- 
ful emotions to the Author of all good. 

"But alas! amid this profusion of beauty and love- 
liness — amid this tide of blessing rolling around them, 
they fbi^t the source whence they came. These people 
full of enterprise and enlarged worldly views, and pressing 
on with diligence in every path of industry for the ac- 
quisition of wealth, were living in the entire neglect of 
Christ and his salvation. The gospel was seldom preach- 
ed among them, and when preached, was usually heard 
with perfect indiflference. As I before intimated, I had been 
led to visit this place in the discharge of my duty as a 
herald of the cross. Upon my first arrival I saw much 
to deplore, but I knew that the grace of God was mighty. 
I endeavored to " hold forth the word of life" among them. 
The efibrt was not in vain. In infinite condescension, the 
great and glorious Grod saw fit to accompany my humble and 
worthless labors with such a display of divine power, that 
sumy were awakened from the deep slumbers of spiritual 
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death. And now one and another be^ to inquirey^ Wha 
must I do to be saved?' They were pointed to the Ueeding 
* lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world.' But 
a short time had elapsed before twenty or thirty izH^viduaki 
were cherishing a hope of pardcHi through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant. I had not been particularly anxious tc 
lead this community to become Episcopalians. My first wish 
was to bring them to Christ. Hence I had sought in every 
discourse, to hold him up to their view. My prindpal theme 
was ' Christ and him crucified.' And I (bund that the preach- 
ing of the cross was indeed ' the power of God unto sahra- 
tion.' 

" There existed however now a manifest reason why I 
should give some instruction in relation to the Church ; for a 
number of persons were desirous to receive the seals of the 
covenant, and enter within its sacred enclosure. I proposed 
to meet these persons and give them an oj^rtunity c^ ma- 
king any inquiries they chbae* We were kindly invited to 
the residence of one widi whom * old things had passed away, 
and all things had become new,' for the purpose of hddii^ 
this interview. It was a Monday evening — an evening which 
I shall never forget. The hallowed spirit of the preceding 
Sabbath seemed to have difiused itself through all that day, 
and to have shed its sweet and sacred influence over the 
minds of all those who were assembled on that occasion. The 
whole company strikingly reminded me of what our blessed 
Saviour said, — ^ Except ye be converted^ and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of Heaven.' 
They all gave the highest evidence that they were converted, 
and by nothing more than this — ^in that they were so hum- 
ble and meek and docile— willing to be taught, and anxious 
to know what was duty. They were told that they oi^ht not 
to enter any church without carefully examining its doctrines, 
understanding its discipine, and making themselves thorough- 
ly acquainted with all its peculiarities and arrangements, and 
forming a calm and deliberate conclusion, whether these were 
in accordance with the word of God. They were r^ninded, 
that the Prayer Book, if attentivly examined, would show 
them the character of the Episcopal Church in these several 
particulars. And they were also assured that if they desired 
at this time to propose any questions in relation to the ChuFch 
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or Prayer Book, it would afibrd the speaker great [Measure to 
answer those questions. v 

<<An interesting conversation immediately ensued. Mr. 
R — , the gentleman at whose house we were invited, was a 
shrewd and intelligent man. It seemed to be his desire to 
elioit all the information he could in relation to the church, 
partly for his own satisfaction, but principally for the instruc 
tion of those present. He thud commenced, addressing him- 
self to me. 

** * You know that till your late visit here, we were entirely 
strangers to the Episcopal Church — and I may also add» 
strangers to Christ. I hope some of us nawy however^ who 
were * once far off, have been brought nigh by the blood of 
Christ.' We wish to unite ourselves to hrni in the bonds of 
the covenant. We think it no less a privilege, than a duty to 
connect ourselves with his church. We have no reason to 
doubt but the Episcopal Church is ^ founded on the Apostles 
and Prophets,' Jesus Christ himself being the chief comer 
stone. But for one, I must say, I do not yet see my way 
clear to unite with this church, though I am free to confess I 
am prepossessed in its favor. There are many of us that 
have read the service of the Prayer Book who yet do not 
fully understand the design of several parts of it. We want 
explanations in reference to several things. Here is Mrs. 

W who has several inquiries to make, I wish she would 

be free to state her difficulties fully.' 

" I turned to Mrs. W and begged that she would fed 

at liberty to ask explanations in relation to any features of 
the Episcopal Church, which seemed to her to be involved in 
the least obscurity or error. 

" In reply Mrs.. W remarked, * I see from the Prayer 

Book that the Episcopal Church holds to infant baptism. My 
mind is not fully made up upon that subject In the event 
that I should connect myself with the Episcopal Church, and 
could not conscientiously see it my duty to ofier my children 
in baptism, how would this afl^t my standing in the church? 
—could I still retain my membership?' 

" * Undoubtedly' — I replied. ' You would not be cut off 
for declining to do what you conscientiously thou^t was not 
proper. . The church inculcates the doctrine, that christian 
parents ought to give up their children in covenant, even at 
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Abraham and Moses, and all the members of God's Ancient 
Church did theirs. The church goes on the ground that God 
has ever had a chosen people-— and that these people were ii 
covenant with him ; that the covenant which he made with 
Abraham is still in force— and that this * covenant which was 
confirmed before of Grod in Christ, the law which was four 
hundred and thirty years afler cannot discmnul, that it should 
make the promises of none efiect.' And that under this cov- 
enant * there is neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor firee, male 
nor female; for they are all one in Christ Jesus — and if they 
^ are Christ's then are they Abraham's seed, and heirs accord- 
ing to the promise.' The old olive tree which God planted 
when he made this covenant with Abraham, has not been dug 
up— is not dead. Some of its branches have been broken off, 
and new ones grafled in, but the old stock still remains. All 
who are made members of the christian church are described 
by St. Paul as a wild olive tree which is grafted in among the 
branches of this old tree, and with them partaketh of the root 
and fatness of the olive tree. And the Jews when they are 
again brought back from their rebellion and wanderings, and 
incorporated with the christian church, are to * be greyed in 
again into their awn olive tree. Which shows most conclu- 
sively that the church to which the Jews formerly belonged, 
and that into which they will be introduced when they be- 
come genuine christians is one and the same. 

" Now if the infant seed of the professing people of God 
were members of the church under the Old Testament econo- 
my, and the church under that dispensation and thQ present, 
is the same, it is proper that they should still be members, 
unless some positive divine enactment excluding them can be 
found. It was a positive enactment that brought them in, 
nothing short of a positive divine enactment can exclude them. 
If the ancient members of Grod's Church were permitted and 
commanded to have their children, while in infancy, grafted 
into this olive tree, and the members of this church now do 
not enjoy that privilege, where is the command or intimation 
that shows that they are to be denied this privilege? None 
can be produced. We must then conclude that this is still 
their privilege. How did the primitive church view this sub- 
iectt Why, from time immemorial, all the world over, where- 
over the bajiner of the cross was set up— and parents camt 
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into the fold of the Redeemer, they brought their infent chil- 
dren with them, and placed them beneath the covert of the 
outstretched wings of the covenant. And in doing this, they 
put themselves under solemn vows to train up their o&pring 
for the service of Grod»— to put forth every exertion to bring 
the minds of their children under the early influence of divine 
truth, looking unto Jesus for strength and assistance to enable 
them to accomplish this holy work. Take a single fact il- 
lustrative of this statement. 

" A little more than three hundred years from the time of 
the apostles, lived Augustine one of the most pious, learned 
and venerable fathers of the christian church. And at the 
same period flourished Pelagius, a learned heretic. These 
men had a long controversy on the subject of original sin. 
They were unquestionably among the most learned men then 
on the earth, and had the best opportunity of knowing what 
had been in the christian church from the beginning. In the 
course of their controversy, the subject of infant baptism be- 
came incidentally alluded to, and both of them declared *that 
the baptism of infants was a practice which had come down 
from the apostles, and was universally practised in the church ; 
nay, that they had never heard of any professing christians 
in the world, either orthodox or heretical, who did not baptize 
their children.* From the first ages of Christianity, children 
were brought into the church in their tendefest in&ncy to be 
reared as the servants and disciples of Christ. # 

" These are the views of the church on the subject of in- 
font baptism. But if you, or any other member of the church, 
after having faithfully and prayerfully examined this subject, 
cannot view it in the same light, and feel that you cannot 
conscientiously bring your children to baptism, though we 
should think that you were in an error, still we should not 
presume to ask you to act contrary to your honest convictions 
of duty — and especially upon a subject in reference to which 
some of the best and holiest of men in modem times have en- 
tertained' a diversity of sentiment. 

«< This,' said she, « is perfectly satisfactory. But there is 
another question I wish to ask. I was educat^ a Baptist* 
My early assodations lead me to regard every thing connect- 
ed with the usages of that denomination with peculiar vener- 
ation* Tour ordinary mode of adminisliering the rile of bap 
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tism is not, I believe, by immersion. Weie I to present my« 
self as a candidate for baptism, at the same time telli^ 
you that I could not feel satisfied with any thing but immersioQ, 
what course would you take^ on the supposition that you were 
sadsfied that I was a fit subject for the ordinance^ 

** < I would baptize you by immersion,' was the reply* 
* This is perfectly admissable with us. I am acquainted witJI 
two Episcopal Churches, each numbering forty or fifty com* 
municants, all of whom with two or three exoeptioDs, were 
baptized by immersion. We think the nxxle entirely unes- 
sential. The candidate therefore is free to elect the mode that 
seems to him to be most in consonance with scripture.' 

«<<One question more, sir — ^Do you admit professing 
Christians of other denominations in regular standii^ in their 
own church to commune with you?" 

*< Certainly we do. At every celebration of the UxAy Sup- 
per, the church afi^tionately invites all who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to come and kneel with her c&ildren at the altar, 
and there feed on the memorials of Christ's dying love. In 
this ordinance, she recognises no such thing as (uQferent d^ 
nominations. She supposes all who have been baptized into 
the name of Jesus, and hold the great essentials of Christiani- 
ty, and are in the exercise of christian auctions, as members 
of the church of Christ. Hence her language is, ^ Ye who 
do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in 
love and charity widi your neighbors, \and intend to lead a 
new life, f(Aowing the commandments of God, and walking 
from henceforth in his holy ways, draw near with &ith, and 
take this holy sacrament to your comfert ; and make your 
humble confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling.' 

" « Well,' responded Mrs. W » this b just as it should 

be. With all n^ baptist prejudices, I like the idea of an 
open communion ; and I must say, as far as I have become 
acquainted with the Episcopal Church, diere appears to me 
to be a broad platform, an extended area of common ground 
in this church, upon which real christians, though d^fering 
in some particulara, can meet and stand together.' 

*< I would not wish you to think too fevorably of us' said 
1. * The church in all her institutions and arrangements i* 
unquestionably truly catholic. Would to God tfcat all hor 
members were equally so ! Some of them alas ! who avs 
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loud in their professions of attachment to the church, are la* 
mentably lax in their ideas of christian character; and often jus 
in proportion as their piety declines^ do they become fierce 
in lauding every thing connected with the church, and ex- 
elusive and bitter in their feelings towards those who difier 
from them. There were people of this sort who infested the 
church in apostolic times, and they are described by St. Jude 
as ' spots in the feasts of charity— clouds without water, car- 
ried about of winds ; trees whose fruit withereth, without 
fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots — raging waves oi 
the sea, foaming out their own shame.' I hope there are 
comparatively few of these among us ; cmd I trust there are 
others, and they not a few, who by their holy and consistent 
lives, and their manifest attachment and devotedness to the 
cause of the Redeemer, are the Church's epistle of <x>mmen* 
dation '* written not with ink but with the spirit of the living 
God." 

" Mr. R. i who had b^n a silent and attentive listen- 
er, now took a part in the conversation. 

'^ * What are we to understand,' said he, * by the sign of 
the cross, used in baptism ? Is not this a remaining shred 
of popery V 

" * By no means,' was the reply. ' For the sign of the 
cross was used in this ordinance long before the church de- 
clined from the simplicitly and purity of the primitive faith. 
St. Augustine and St. Cyprian both speak of this use of the 
cross and say^ ' It toas marked on the forehead^ the Meat of 
bluihing and ghame^ that the baptized person might never 
blushy nor be ashamed of the disgraced cross rf Christ.* 
This custom originated in those early ages of the church, 
when the manner in which the founder of Christianity was 
put to death, was considered a stigma on all who embraced 
the gospel, and when he who received christian baptism, ex- 
posed himself -by this act to persecution and death. The 
cross was marked on the forehead of him who was baptized 
to show that all his hopes were now built on Christ crucified 
-—to remind him that he must never be ashamed of the'^^ross 
of Christ, but must be ready, if it became necessary, to go to 
fffison and death, to prove his love to the Saviour. But it k 
well to understand that we do not consider this at all essen- 
tial to baptism. In the language of one of the canons of the 
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Church of England — *The Protestant Episcopal Church 
hath ever held and taught and doth hold ^and teach stilly thai 
the sign of the cross used in baptism, is no part of the sub- 
stance of that sacrament ; for when the minister, dipping the 
infimt in water, or la3ring water on the face of it (as the 
manner also is) hath pronounced these words, / bapHze thei 
in the name of the Father^ and of the Son^ and of th* 
Holy Ghost, the in&nt is fully and perfectly baptized. S< 
that the sign of the cross being afterward used, doth neither 
add any thing to the virtue ami perfection of baptism, nof 
being omitted doth detract any thing from the efl^t and sub 
stance of it.'* And you will also see, by looking at the service 
that there is liberty given to dispense with the use of the sign 
of the cross, whenever it is desired. . For the grand principle 
upon which the Episcopal Church proceeds in all her various 
arrangements is to give her members all the freedom in refer- 
ence to forms, and modes, and matters in themselves unessen- 
tial, that is compatible with sound doctrine, and correct chris- 
tian practice. 

" * While we are upon this subject, allow me to inquire,* 
said Mr. R » * upon ^hat ground the Episcopal Churdi 
observes the Saints' days and numerous other festivals, such 
as Christmas, &c : The Romish church, you know, makes 
much of these.' 

^* * It is true,' was the reply ; < and the Romish church also 
makes much of Baptism and the Lord's Supper. But this is 
no reason why we should reject those ordinances. The ob- 
servance to which you refer, we adopt solely on the ground 
of expediency. We do not think that Christ enjoined them, or 
that all christians are bound to adopt them. In like manner 
we do nof think that Christ enjoined the observance of the 
first Monday evening in each month as a season of prayer 
for missions, nor that all christians are necessarily bound 
so to observe it. But we do think that it is very pleasant, and 
proper, and profitable to spend the first Monday evening of 
each month in this way — and that those christians who do so, 
will find it truly a season of refreshing from the Lord. So 
also, we think it pleasant, and proper, and profitble, to ob- 
serve those christian festivals to which you have re^bmi 

*30lliCM[ionoftheChiireh of England. 
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and that a blessing will not fail to rest upon those who en- 
gage in those appropriate religious exercises with a right 
spirit. No possible objection can be made to our observance 
of the Saints' days ; since we admit into the calendar the 
names of those only, whose history the Holy Ghost hath re- 
•corded in the sacred volume for our instruction. The church 
observes these days for the same reason that memoirs are 
written of good, and great, and- distinguished men. Who is 
there that does not regard the biography of such men as Pay- 
son, and Brainard, and Marty n, and Leigh Richmond, as a 
great blessing to the world 1 These memoirs have done a 
vast deal for the cause of Christ. But surely Peter, and John, 
and Paul, in point of holiness and self-sacrifice,- were not in- 
ferior to Payson and Brainard and Martyn. Are not the 
lives of Peter, and John, and Paul, then, worth contemplating? 
Is it not proper that the ministers of the church should, at 
least once a year, call the attention of the people to the con- 
templation of the holy lives and exalted piety of those first 
heralds of the cross, who did not count any sacrifices too 
great so that they could but make knbwn to a perishing world 
* the unsearchable riches of Christ V The other festivals and 
fasts to which you refer, commemorate some event connected 
with the birth, life, or mediatorial work of Christ, thus fiir- 
nishing a fit opportunity upon which to inculcate severally, 
and with increased efi^t, the great doctrines of the eross. 
Long experience has convinced us of the expediency of set- 
ting apart particular days, in which to contemplate the car- 
dinal facts connected with the history of man's redemption. 
These annual commemorations are attended with signal ben- 
efit. — ^They make us more thoroughly acquainted with the 
prominent and most interesting gospel facts, and impress the 
remembrance of them more vividly upon our mmds. By this 
arrangement we are sure to have the great truths of salva- 
tion every year systematically brought up before us. This 
is a very important consideration. As year afler year, we 
contemplate on Christmas, the incarnation of the Son of God, 
with the kindred truths that stand connected with it ; and on 
Epiphany, his manifestation to the Gentiles, and are thus led 
to pray over a dying world that « the heathen may be giv^i 
to hun for his inheritance, and the utmost parts of the earth 
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for his possession' — then on Good Friday as we oontempbttt 
his bitter sufferings and death— on Easter, his resurrectior 
from the tomb,— on Ascension day, his ascent from the top 
of Olivet to ' the right hand of God, where he ever liveth to 
make intercession for us' — on Whitsunday, the descent of the 
Holy Spirit to revive, refresh, enlighten and sanctify oup 
hearts: — and finally, on Trinity Sunday, the sublime and 
glorious mystery of the ' three that bear record in Heaven, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, which three are 
o?i«'— J say, as from year to year, particular days bring up 
the consideration of these great fundamental truths, we find 
our faith invigorated, our love to the Redeemer increased, 
our knowledge enlarged, and our souls refreshed. 

" ' But,' said Mr. R , * it is contended by those who 

object to the observance of these festivals, that they are greatly 
perverted and abused.' 

**In what way? 

** * Christmas, for instance, is spent in dissipation and riotf 
and opens a door for much wickedness.' 

^*To fiurgue against an instituticm, I replied, from its abuse, 
would overthrow Christianity itself. It will be well to ob- 
serve, that this perversion of Christmas of which you speak 
does not occur under the sancticHi of those who religiously 
observe the day. They lament it. They lifl their voice 
against it. Tlisy think the true way to rescue the day from 
the hands of the wicked is for all christians to unite in ma- 
king it holy unto the Lord. The objectioE you state, if it 
has any validity, applies with equal force to our annual 
thanks^ving. This annual festival is observed by all deno- 
minations. The irreligious, however, make this a day of 
gaming and revelry, of drunkenness, pn^anmiess, and of 
every excess. But notwithstanding all this, the people erf 
God do not think that this is any reason why a day should 
not be set apart, in which they can go to the sanctuary, 
and offer up thanksgiving for God's abundant mercies. In 
like manner, Sunday in some parts of the wcnriid, and in 
some places in the United States, is made a day of feasting 
revelry and riot — a day in which more sin is cooimitted thwi 
during all the other six days in the week ; but no one ever 
thought that this furnished a good reason for abolishing 
the &ibbath. On the same principle, no valid argument can 
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be un;ed against the observance of Christmas, because the 
ungomy turn it into an occasion of revehy." 

" * The objections that have been noticed,' said Mr. R — ^ 
* are not so serious as some that have been urged against di^ 
ferent parts of the service. As I remarked a Uttle while ago, 
we want information in reference to several parts of the 
Prayer Book. May I be permitted to inquire the reason, 
why you always be^[in the public exercises by reading some 
passage of scripture V " 

The amwer to this inquiry, and the conversation that en- 
sued, in relation to the service, as detailed in the manuscript, 
will be recorded in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
Tn musiokast's icAinrscBiPT, continusiw 



'* Who but would follow, might he break hit ehain 
And thoa ihall break it toon, the groTelling worm 
Shall find its wingi, and aoar as fast and free 
As his transfigured Lord with lightning's form 
And snowy rest Sueh grace he won for thee. 
When from the grare he sprang at early dawn of n 
And led thro' boundless air, thy conquering road, 
Learine a rlorious track, where saints new-bom 
Might fearless follow to their blest abode.— Kxblx. 

How delightful is the thought, that there is an hour com- 
ing, when we shall no longer gee through a glass darkly^ 
but shall know even as we are knaum^ — when every vestige 
of ignorance and error shall pass away, and we shall see all 
things in the bright mirror of eternal truth ! Until that hour 
arrives, we ought, with all christian meekness, to seek ear- 
nestly the right path — ^looking up to God for guidance, and 
cherishing feelings of kindness towards those who may in 
some things dissent from our views. 

We would ask the reader who has accompanied us thus 
fax in our walk, to move on to another point, and take one 
or two more looks at Zion, before we separate. 

It will be recollected that in the conclusion of the last chap- 
ter, in the conversation that was going on between the mis- 
sionary and the little group around him, Mr. R had 

proposed a question in relation to the design of the sentences 
of scripture with which the service opens. The reply, as 
recorded in the manuscript, was as follows : 

" We go to the house of Grod to worship Him. It is pro- 
per, therefore, that the first sounds that meet our ears should 
DO tke words of the Most Hic^h, reminding us what we i 
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vile worms of the dust, * bom in sin, and shapen in iniquity ;* 
^^here we are — ^in the presence and temple of* the high 
and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, who dwelleth in Ae 
high and holy place,' « and is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity ;' — and what our special hmness u in this place — 
to worship and adore that great and glorious Being, * who is 
greatly to be feared in the assemblies of his saints, and to be 
had in reverence of all that are round about him.' 

" These passages of scripture are intended to prepare our 
minds for the solemn worship of God. They are copied from 
the book of (Jod, in order that their authority may be incon- 
testable, and that the first accents to which the walls of the 
temple echo, may be, as it were, tlie voice of God himself, 
calling us to our duty. 

"*That part of the service which follows these sentences 
— <A€ exhortcOion^ I believe it is called,' remarked a sun- 
burnt, hardy looking man, who was a plain, substantial for- 
mer — *' that part of the service which follows these sentences, 
I like very much. It seems like a short, solemn discourse 
about God, before we attempt to speak to Him. Some how 
or other, this exhortation always brings up to my mind many 
things that are new. I think it must have a tendency to fix 
the heart and mind on God: It has that effetii wi& me. 
The other day I was late at church, and did not get in till afler 
this part of the service was over and some how or other, 
during that whole morning, I did'nt have any comfort at 
all in the prayers.' 

** And if you examine the service a little farther, I remark- 
ed, you will see an evident propriety and fitness in the prayer 
with which, in our service, we first approach « the throne of 
the heavenly grace.' It is in the language of confession — 
the language of a lowly and contrite heart. All true wor- 
shippers must come to God in the spirit of the Publican, who 
smote upon his breast and cried, * God be merciful to me a 
sinner.' That Publican might have adopted every sentiment 
in this first praver of our service. Prom beginning to end 
it is precisely the language which a returning penitent would 
be likely to use, who desired to humble himself before his 
oflended Maker, and longed to obtain pardon, and restoration 
to his favor. 

While making these remarks, 1 observed one of the < 
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.pany» a middle aged woiium» whom I knew to be well ed- 
ucated and intellig(Bnt, apparently agitated, as thou^ atnig- 
gling with irrepressible emotion. Sometldng that had been 
said seemed to have touched a tender cord in her heart*— 
.There was a tremulous movement of the muscles over the 
whole system, and the tears began to flow &st down her 
xdieeks. Addressing myself to her, I continued — 

« Do you not, Mra. M f think that what I have said in 

relation to this prayer is indeed true ? 

^< With hesitation and half-choked utterance, she replied, — 
* I shall never forset this prayer. It is engraven with the 
point of a diamond upon my heart. It was. Sir, while j(»n- 
mg in this confession, crushed under a sense of my own ut- 
ter unworthiness, and exceeding sinfulness, acknowledging 
to God that I was a miserable offender ^ and pleading with 
him toj^pare me and reetore m^ to his favOT aceardvug to 
hispromiee declared unto nuinkind in ChrUi Jew our 
Lord — it was while confessing my sins aloi^ with the con- 
gregation, and urging my plea in the language of tlus pray- 
er, that light broke in upon my darkened soul. The load of 
sorrow, which fer days had weighed me to the earth was 
suddenly taken off. I could har£y contain myself in view 
of the wonderful loveofGrod displayed in my redemption* 
And now it seemed as though all the promises were mine. 
Never did that PsaUn befere appear so to me in which we 
were soon called upon to join. — ^ O sing unto the Lord a 
new song ; for he hath done marvellous things.' Marvellous 
thingil indeed, thought I. David must certainly have had a 
reali^g view of this wonderful love of God in Christ, to 
have described my feelings so exactly. In my case, it seem- 
ed as though there was a fulfilment of the promise in Isaiah 
— ^ And it shall come to pass before they call, I will answer, 
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.' Sir, God sent 
you here to preach to me before I had ever called upon him 
for salvation; and then, when through the influence of his 
Holy Spirit, I b^an to see mv perishing need, and to cry to 
the « Ltfmb of God, that taketh away the sin of the worW,' 
« while I was yet speaking, God heard.' Indeed the language 
of that prayer was suited to my case, and never do I tepetl 
it, but it stirs up my soul to the very bottom.' 

** This unexpected burst of feeling, and noble testimony tc 
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this part of tlie service, produced a deep sensation through 
the wh(Ae group. 

** Let us all take notice of this, said I, and record it to th» 
praise of the glory of God's grace. 

«* « I do not wish,' said Mr. R— — , * lo iirterrapt, or dis- 
sipate, hy any improper inquiries, the state of feeling that 
now exists, but as we have come together to have our minds 
enlightened, I wish to inquire what we are to understand by 
the declaration of ahsoluHony or remission of sins, to be 
made by the Priest alone^ standings the people still kneeU 
ing. Some of our neighbors think that this looks like the 
Roman Catholic Priest's pretended power to forgive sins.' 

** How easy it is — ^was the rq)ly, to misrepresent, and 
give false impressions ! There' is notMng in our church, that 
makes the slightest approach to that artc^ant claim set up 
by papal antichrist None but God can foi^Ive sins. EBs 
ministers may declare to the people on what terms God will; 
extend pardon to sinners; and this is the whole sum andf 
substance of this declaraMon of absolution^ 

"Consider the circumstan^fes connected with the use of this 
declaration. The worshippers in the sanctuary having bowed 
before Jehovah — ^made humble confessicm to him of all thdf 
sins, and implored his pardoning mercy, the minister, as God's 
ambassador, now stands up, and declares c/a the authority of 
God's own word, * that the Most High desireth not the death 
of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness 
and live ; and that He hath given power and coaranandment 
to his ministers to declare and pronounce to his peopfe, being 
perdtenty the absolution and remission of their sins.' And 
farther, that this God of love •petrdoneth and absohreth all 
those^ who truly repent, and unfeignedly bdieve his holy gos* 
pel.'— And, therefore, they are aflfectionately exhorted to < be^^ 
seech Him to grant them true repentance, and his Holy spirit, 
that those things may please Him which they do at that pre- 
sent, and that the rest of thi^ lives thereafter may be pure 
and holy, so that at the last, they way come to his eternal 
joy, through Jesus Christ our Lord;' Now is there any thine 
here that looks like the unscriptulral and papistical doctrine of 
a pretended delegated power to remit sinst Is not all this in 
perfect accordance with the word of GodT You wiight^jurt 
as well condemn die use of the twcnti^ Psahn— Tlic Lord 
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hear thee in thedap of trouble; ihename rfthe God cfJa^ 
eob drfend thee. Send thee help from the mndmry^ and 
Mrengthen thee out of Zum. Remember aU thy offerings^ 
and accept thy burnt $acri£ee.r--Grant thee according te 
thine own hearty and friliuall thy countel. Nay, on the 
same principle, you would condemn every mode of blessing 
the people. 

« No one could wish the declaration of absolution dispensed 
with, who considers its design and intention. While the peo- 
ple are on their knees, in tl^ act of confessing their sins to 
the Eternal Jehovah, could the ambassador for Christ seize 
upon a happier moment, in which to declare to them the 
terms on which God is willing to be reconciled? And car 
such a declaration, at such a time, M to &n the flame of de- 
votion? At sudi a moment, to have our memories refreshed 
with a view of the boundless lo^e of Grod in Christ, — ^ho w ad- 
mirably adapted is this to lead the heart to turn with new 
onotions of wonder and love towards the great fountain of 
life and light ! I would no sooner strike out this declaration 
ilroro our service, than I would extinguish the lamps of a light 
house, in the midst of a mid-night tempest. What but dark 
ness can gather around the soul, when we survey our exceed- 
ing sinfulness, and awful exposedness to the wrath of God, 
as we do in the preceding parts of the service ! And was 
there no other object towards which we could turn our eye, 
the blackness of darkness would roll over us forever. But 
here just at this moment, the declaration cf aJfsolution comes 
in like a beacon light mid a night of storm ; which, though 
it tells us of dan^r, still assures us that there is hope in Isra- 
el concerning this thing. It points to the cross of Christ, and 
Inds the sinner look and live. And while he thus gazes on 
that blessed cross, and remembers all God's precious promises 
he feels the spirit of adoption stirring within him, and is pre* 
pared to lisp out his « Abba Father' as the service proceeds, 
in the lanpiage of that delightful prayer of our Lord's — <Our 
Father who art in Heaven,^ &c. 

" The information conveyed in the Absolution, is in short, 
an answer to the inquiry, < what must I do to be saved?' And 
this appropriate presentation of the gospel plan of salvation, to 
the worshipper, in a condensed view, admirably attunes his 
Mingi to the sentiments of thanksgiving and praise, to whidi 
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ihe service by its arrangement, calls upon him immediately to 

give utterance. And in view of God's wonderful love to 
ying sinners, and the astonishing provisions He has made for 
their rescue, his ambassadors, having directed the attention of 
the people to these, may well say to them who are the sub* 
jects of this transcendant mercy; 

** Praise ye the Lord. And well may diey instantly res- 
pond — 

" TheLartPsnamebepraUedJ*^ 

" One of the company, after a short pause, looking over 
his prayer book which he held in his hand, remarked— 

*^ * I like the mode, the church has of introducing the Psalms 
Into the service. I think there is nothing better calculated to 
excite a truly devotional spirit than these Psalms.' 

" Another remarked — * The reading of the scriptures, is, 1 
think, an arrangement equally beneficial. By this means all 
are instructed in the word of God, and I know that there are 
a great many people who go to meeting, who sddom or never 
look into their bibles. If the scriptures are read in church 
they will in time know something about them.' 

" In proof of the truth of your remark, I replied, I will 
state a single fact. 

^' In one of the New England States, some ten or fifteen 
years ago, there lived a very poor but pious woman. When 
she was near her end, she was visited by a Congregational 
minister, who was delighted with her evangelical views and 
simple hearted piety. There was one thing, however, that 
struck him as peculiar in this woman. Whenever he re- 
peated any passage of scripture, if the quotation was not 
perfectly accurate, she would modestly correct him, by re- 
peating the passage with entire accuracy. At length he 
said to her: 

" My good friend you must have read the word of God ve- 
ry attentively to have treasured up such large portions of it 
in your memory. 

" * No,' she replied, * I never read a word in that blessed 
book — ^I cannot read.' 

" *now,' said he, * you cannot read I How then are you wo 
well acquainted with Uie scriptures?' 

" «I have attended the Episcopal Church,' she replied, 'from 
my childhood till within a few years — and all that I know of 
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the scrmtures I have learned from hearing them read in the 
service.^ 

" This &ct speaks for itself. It needs no enlargement, by 
way of comment. 

** Mr. R — then remarked — * Thus far, I am satisfied, but 
still there are other explanations that I must have before all 
my difficulties are removed. — ^I wish to know what you un- 
derstand by this clause in the creed — He descended into Hell.* 

^^ In answer to this inquiry, I wish to call your attention 
first to the rubric^ or n^e, giving direction in relation to the 
use of the creed, placed in smaller type just over it, which is 
as follows — * Any church may omit the words, he descended 
into hell J or may instead of them use the wordis, he went in* 
to the place of departed spirits^ which are considered as 
words of the same meaning in the creed. 

'* Secondly, I wish you to remember that the creed is a 
very ancient piece of composition. By some it is supposed 
to have been framed by the Apostles themselves, and Uius to 
have derived its name — ' The Apostle's creedJ* By others 
it is supposed to havB been so called from the fact that it is 
a brief and comprehensive summary of the principal doctrines 
which the Apostles preached. 

" Thirdly, the particular article to which your inquiry re- 
lates, is founded on St. Peter^s exposition of a passage in the 
1 6th Psakn-^' Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither 
wilt thou sufier thy Holy One to see corruption.' This, in 
Acts II. 30, 31, Peter declares to be a prediction relating to 
Christ. * Therefore, the patriarch being a prophet,' reasons 
the Apostle, * and knowing that Grod had sworn with an oath 
to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, 
he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; he, seeing this 
before, spake of tfie resurrection of ChHst, that his soul was 
mA left in HeU^ neither his flesh did see corruption.' You 
will see at a glance, that the same difficulty attends the ex- 
position of this passage of scripture, as that of the article in 
the creed. 

" But there is no real difficulty in either case. There are 
two words in the original Greek, which in our translation, 
are called by the same name, hell. One of these words, 
HadeSi means the place of the dead, or < a concealed place.* 
The other, Gehenna^ denotes a place of punishment. Ac« 
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cording to the notions of the Hebrews, Hades xms a vast 
subterranean receptacle where the souls of the dead existed 
in a separate state until the resuirection of their bodies. 
The region of the blessed, or paradise, they sup]«osed to be 
in the upper part of this receptacle; while beneath was 
the abyss of Geh^ma, in which the souls of the wicked were 
subjected to punishment.* 

" St Peter uses the word Hades, as the mansion or coun- 
try of the dead. He says that Christ's soul was not left 
there. You will bear in mind, that our Saviour had not 
only a human hody^ but a human 80ul^ which existed in 
that body ; and which was also mysteriously united with the 
divine nature. When, therefore, the Saviour was put to death, 
that human soul, like the soul of any other dead person, left 
the body, and went into the place of departed spirits. I sup- 
pose this is all that was meant to be taught in the creed. 
The grand design of this article was to assert that Jesus was 
really dead — that his soul had left the body— that his repose 
in the grave was not a mere suspension of life — that there 
was an actual severance of the soul from the body.f This 
being the fact, his resurrection would be a proof that he was 
divine. 

"There are two things here, which I wish you to ob*^ 
serve : — 

" 1. That by no legitimate construction, can this expres- 
sion be made to favor the idea, that the souls of men after 
death are in an undecided state, still capable of repentance, 
or susceptible of being cleansed through some fiery ordeal, 
to which they may be subjected. This idea which is held by 
the Romanists and Restorationists, is utterly at variance with 
the word of God. 'As the tree falleth, so it shall lie.* 
Death closes the account, and settles the doom of every man 
for eternity. Perfectly preposterous, therefore, is the idea that 
Christ, during the absence of his soul from the body, went 
to preach to the imprisoned spirits, shut up within the dusky 
and adamantine walls of eternal woe. 

" 2. And again, you see in this instance, upon whathberal 
principles the church proceeds m all those matters that are 

*8ee Robinion*! Lezieon, p. 9. ^, ^ 

tBiihqp White'! Leetnrei on tiie Catebhism, p. 9L Alio Pswm 
m tiie Creed. _ 
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unessentiaL Does any church hesitate to use this article in 
thecreed, ^ he descended into kdl^ through an araieheosioa 
of its being misunderstood — that church is at perfect liberty 
to dispense with the use of it ; and I am acquainted with 
several churches, who, on thb ground, omit thu clause alto- 
gether, in tlM9 use of the creed. 

<^ There was an intelligent looking young man, who during 
all this conversation, had sat by himself in the comer of the 
room, and listened in sil«ice. Afbr the above explanation, 
a pause of a few moments ensuing, he modestly said, 

«<You think there are good reasons for repeating this 
creed, on every occasion of public worship, I presumer 

** Certainly we do— was the reply. You will observe that 
this confession of our feith comes in, after the lessons or 
chapters from the Old and New Testament have been read. 
Our feith is founded on the word of God. The great design 
of the word of God from beginning to end, seems to be to 
call our attention to the following prominent truths — the ex- 
istence of the Supreme Being, and our obligations to him— 
the feet that those obligations have been wantonly violated — 
the grand remedy provided for our rescue from merited de- 
structicm— and the means through which we can become in- 
vested with new capabilities of serving Jehovah acceptably. 
According to that infeUible record, the medium througL 
which all this is accomplished, is the incarnate Son of G<^« 
There is no salvation without faith in Christ's mediatorial 
work. The word of Grod was given to us that we might be- 
lieve. We go to the house of God to worship Him, and obtain 

•his salvation. The promise is — ' Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.' Having heard from the 
pages of the sacred volume, who Jesus Christ is — what his 
errand to our earth is — what God's purposes of grace in re« 
ference to us are-^ we are disposed to believe all this — ^to 
take God at his word, and rest upon these assurances of I£s, 
with filial, child-like confidence, and declare to the world that 
this is our determination, salvation is ours. < For with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confesdon is made unto salvation.' 

^ The church wishes to give every one in the sanctuary 
upon every oocanon of public worship, an opportunity to 

•iiue this bonfession befbre God. She goes upon die sup- 
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pootioii, that upon every such occasion, there may be some 
sinners ]nepared for the first time to make their heart-felt 
ccmfession to Grod, and obtain the blessing of justification.— 
And by inserting this creed in her daily service, she says to 
every unrenewed sinner that treads the courts of the sane* 
tuary — ^to every sorrowing son and daughter of Adam, 
whose thoughts are turned towards eternal things — ^ Sinner, 
thou hast come here on important business : — ^by thy be- 
haviour while within these walls, thou mayest close the open 
portal of death, and win a crown of glory. Tjf thou shalt 
an^ess wUh thy mouth the Lord Jeaus, and shalt beliete 
in thine heart thai God hath raised him from the dead^ 
thou shalt be saved. Here is a form of words in which 
thou mayest confess Him. Do it with thine heart, and Christ 
shall be everlastingly thine. Do it with sincerity — let these 
words come from thy inmost soul, feel their power, and rest 
thy all on Grod ; and while thou art speaking, thy name shall 
be written in the Book of Life.' — ^AU this is literally true. 
If those who assemble in our churches and repeat the creed, 
should always do it in this way, they would make that 
confession with the mouth which is unto salvation. But it 
tht»e words are ^peated as a mere hollow, heartless form, 
the repeating of the creed is worse than mockery in the sight 
of God. It is an attempt to * draw near to Him with our 
mouths, and to honor him with our lips, while our hearts are 
removed far from Him.* Such feigned acts of reverence, 
unless speedly repented of, will not escape * the damnation 
of hell.' 

" I would also remark that it is proper and profitable for 
those whose faith has been long established, as from Sabbath 
to Sabbath they listen to the communications of Grod's word, 
to stand up and in the presence of God and men, declare 
their belief in the great fundamental truths of the gospel. 

" These remarks seemed to rivet the attention of the young 
man, who had proposed the question which had called them 
forth. No sooner were they concluded than he remarked : 

"*I feel greatly obliged to you for this explanation. I 
have some personal experience on this subject. The thril- 

ling remarks of our friend, Mrs. M , a little while since, 

in relation to the blessing she experienced in the use of a 
part of the service have encouraged neto attempt to relate 
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die efiect on me, of repeatmg the creed, the first time I did 
•o. I was educated, as all these individuals here know, to 
regard religion as a delusion, and the idea of the divinity ol 
Christ as a weak, silly superstition, coming down from the 
dark ages* — When you first came here and b^an to preach, 
I, like many others, went to hear you from curiosity ; not 
because I had any belief in the gospel, or care for salvation. 
But, though reckless of myself^ Grod cared for me. The 
words I h^ird were like barbed arrows to my heart. I saw 
and felt that I was a sinner. I resolved that I would seek 
mercy and pardon of Grod, but I determined I would do it in- 
dependently of a Saviour. My proud heart recoiled from 
the idea of going to Grod through a mediator. I therefore 
tried to go directly to the Father, who dwelleth in light inac- 
cessible. To Him I directed my prayers, with no mention 
of the name of Jesus. For a while my feelings seemed sooth- 
ed. But when I began to look flirther into my heart, and 
see how awfully guilty 1 was, I found no peace. The recol- 
lection of my past guilt was like the gnawing of the undying 
worm. I went about weary and heavy laden. I went to 
the place of worship. While there I could not bring myselt 
up to the point of uniting in those parts of the service, where 
there was any recognition of the deity of Christ. My heart 
was yet too stubborn and unsubdued to embrace this hum- 
bling truth. Day after day passed away, and there seemed to 
be no rest for me. Every time I opened the word of Grod, 
something met my eye, that seemed to cut me loose from all 
my hopes, and send me adrifl upon the dark sea of uncer- 
tainty. 

" < At length, one Sunday morning, I opened the Bible at 
the first chapter of St. John's gospel. T began to read, and 
as I went on, I said to myself^— If this book is true, and there 
is any meaning in language, Jesus Christ must be divine. 
The conclusion startled me. I said to myself^—* That Jesus 
Christ is Grod, is a hard saying ; I cannot receive it.' The 
conviction then instantly flash^ upon me — * You will then 
have to give up the Bible, for this doctrine is clearly taught 
there.' The Bible I could not give up, for every agonizing 
throe of conviction that 1 was then feeling, told me it was true. 
I went to church. The chapters that were read, strikingly 
set forth the divinity of Christ. The sermon related to Chnst 
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B8 the only saviour of siimers. I went home wretched be* 
yood description. My mind was like the trouUed de^ 
when darkness rests upon it, and tempests sweep over it. I 
went to my room and groaned for very agony. I could nol 
pray. The hour of afternoon chutch arrived. I again di 
rected my steps to the place of worship. As the service pro- 
ceeded, this train of thoughts passed through my mind : — I 
am sure the Bible is true— the Bible clearly teaches, that we 
can be saved only through Jesus Christ, by believing on him 
as a divine Saviour. Now I want to be saved — ^why then do 
I not believe? The thought then flashed upon me like 
the winged lightning — It is because you are an accursed 
rebel against God^ and are untnlling to submit to His 
government* — ^Then, truly, the iron entered my soul, and I 
feit my heart riven to the centre. I could not resist this con- 
viction. I said — ^I am willing to do any thing if this load 
can be taken off— if I can only have the favor of God, and 
not sit forever beneath his withering frown. 

<< * This was just before the reading of the second lesson, 
which happened to be the chapter that contained these verses 
^-* Whosoever, therefore, shall confess me before men, him 
will I confess also before my Father which is in Heaven. 
But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also 
deny before my Father which is in Heaven.' As I heard 
these words pronounced, the conviction instantly fastened 
upon my mind, I must confess Christ before men, before I 
shall ever obtain any light or peace. I resolved to do it upon 
the first opportunity. I determined now to join in the ser- 
vice. — Immediately we arrived at^he creed. Here was a fit 
form of words in which to confess Christ. The thought had 
not occurred to me till that moment, that such was the design 
of the creed. I looked up to God and said, O ! give me grace 
to confess thy Son. I went on with the worshippers, and for 
the first time acknowledged my belief in the incarnate Son of 
God. I felt that this was giving all up. In the very efl^rt 
I made, I was brought to a state of submissicm, of which till 
then, I had been entirely ignorant. The effect was wonder- 
ful. It seemed as though I could at once take hold of the 
promises of Grod. The darkness which had hung over mo, 
seemed at once rolled away. The gospel plan of mercy rose 
before me, invested with light and lovdiness ; and I said tc 
u 2 
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mysdf, b this what I have loathed and rgected ? 2 looked 
at Christ. How altered he appeared ! i remembered his 
office, and the errand on which he had come to our undone 
worid. And as I thought of all His love to dying sinners, 
he appeared to me ehi^est among ten thmuand^ and alto^ 
gdker lovely. I said— Is it possible that this is the Saviour, 
whom I have scorned and disowned ? What a mercy is it 
that Grod did not hurl me down to the nethermost hell, while 
my proud knee refused to bow to Jesus, and ray guilty tongue, 
to confess that he is Lord of all ! Sir, I have be^ happy 
since the first time I repeated the creed. I love the creed. 
It Is full of light and illumination to my mind. It honors 
Christ — it mi^es us own him — and he tells us, that if we do, 
he will own us at last.' 

"This little narrative was listened to with no ordinary 
interest ; for this young man, in the few times I had met 
him, had been remarkably reserved. On this occasion, 
his tonffue seemed unloosed, and he spoke almost as though 
inspired. An impression, deep and strong, had evid^iSy 
been made upon the minds of sdl present, and for a few mo- 
ments we all remained silent'' 

I must here be permitted to interrupt the narrative of the 
Manuscript (or one moment, to relate a feet in relation to the 
repeating of the creed, which was stated to me by a clergy- 
man, who had unquestionable vouchers for its truth. 1 re- 
Suested him to give me the statement in writing, which he 
id as fellows : 

" A ffentleman of the highest standing in society m one 
of our first commercial cilips, had regularly attended an Epis- 
copal Church, until time had begun to whiten his locks. Ol 
his private and personal character, it might be said as truly 
as of the young man whom Jesus loved — * but one thing thou 
lackest.' 

<* But at length, as he was bearing his usual part in public 
worship, and audibly responding tlie service, when the min 
ister came to the creed, and be^m with the solemn declara- 
tion, I believe in God^ the Father Almghip^ Maker of 
heaven and earthy his mind was arrested. The thought 
rushed into his heart with a power and brightness similar to 
that which accompanied tlie voice that spake, and the li] ~ 
ihat shone upon ^ul — Do I bdieve f A conviction of 



Digitized 



by Google 



«■• so.] / WALK ABOVT SIOX. t3S 



Catholic Church. 



unbeUef fiwtened upcm him, and he found no rest until he en- 
joyed peace in bdieving." 

But to return to Uie Manuscript : 

*' Mr. R at length b^an to move his chair, and give 

indications that he was about to propose another question. 
* There is another expression in the creed,' said he, < that I 
should like to hear explained. The expression is clear 
enough to my own mind, but some of our friends here have 
I presume, heard it referred to, as a proof that there ia a per- 
fect agreement and fellowship between the Episcopal, and the 
Romish Church. I allude to the clause, I believe in the 
Holy Catholic Church.' 

*' Never was there a greater piece of arrogance, I replied, 
than the claim of the Romanists to be the Catholic Church. 
While they have, in a measure, appropriated this name to 
themselves, many of the Protestant churches seem to have 
lost sight of what ia comprehended under this term. Cath- 
die means unitersal^ general and metai^rically, liberal'^ 
the reverse of narrow-minded and bisoted. The question is 
frequently asked — In what light do Episcopalians view chris- 
tians of other denominations. Here is our answer — I believe 
in the Holy CathoUc Church. This church is not made 
up of one denominaticN] — ^but of the professing christians of 
all denominations, who have one Lord--<me Faith — one 
Baptism. As the ocean, washing the shores of different and 
distant countries, takes different names as it becomes formed 
into bays and harbors, where it touches the borders of those 
countries, yet afler all, those bays and harbors constitute 
parts of the ocean : So in like manner, though the church of 
Christ in different quarters of the globe, assumes different 
names, and is formed into separate ^nominations — ^yet afler 
all, th^ constitute parts of the great Catholic Church. 'All 
those belong to the visible church,' says the pious and Judi- 
cious Hooker, ' who are signed with this mark — ^ one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptism.' In whomsoever these things are, the 
church doth acknowledge them for her childr^i ; uiem only 
the holdeth fer aliens and strangers, in whom these things 
are not found. ^ by external prqfeuion they be christtans^ 
Cften they are of the visible church of Christ; and christians, 
by external profession, they are all, whose mark of re- 
cognizance, Imth in it those &ings which we have mentwii- 



Digitized 



by Google 



SM A WALK ABOUT dOlk 



Arehbithop Seeker. 



ed.'* Or to use the language of AichlHshopSeckar, *Chri8tff 
Church is the whole number of those who believe on him. 
How much soever they may differ in some of»nions or [nrao- 
tices, yet they are one in all things ess^tial. How wide 
soever they may be dispersed throughout the world, they 
shall at last be gathered together unto him.^ We can jud^ 
only according to appearances : aiul therefore, to us, all those 
must be members of Christ's Church, who make a *vifflUe 
profession of being christians. The first quality ascribed to 
the church is, that it is AoZy. In ouiwardprofessiony the whole 
visible Churoh of Christ is holy; separated and distinguished 
fiom the rest of the world by acknowledgii^ his holy laws, 
and using the means of holiness which he hath appointed. But 
in the inward sense, and the only one which will hereafter 
avail, they al<Hie are members of this holy church, who by 
the help of those means do really improve themselves in piety 
and virtue, becoming holy in all nuznner of conversaHon^ 
as he which haih cdUedthem is holy, 1. Pet. 15. The 
Churoh is said to be catholic The word cathoUe^ applie(l 
to the Churoh is no whero used in the scriptures, but fre- 
quently in the early christian writers, and it means univermd 
extending to all tnankindn The Jewish Church was not 
universal, but particular, for it consisted only of one naticm. 
The Christian Churoh consists of every kindred, tongue, and 
people. Rev. 5, 7. The Catholic Church, then, is the un- 
iversal church, spread throughout the world f and the cathoHc 
faith is the universal faith, that form of doctrine which the 
apostles delivered. Rom. 6, 11. What this faith was, we 
may learn from their writings contained in the New Testa- 
ment, and we can learn it with certainty no where else* 
Every church or society of christians that preserve this cath- 
olic or universal faith, accompanied with true charity, is a 
part of the catholic or universal church, and because the parts 
are of the same naturo with the whole, it hath been usual to 
call every church singly, which is so qualified, a catholic 
church. And in this sense chttrchee that differ widely im 
several notions and customs^ may^ notwithtianding^ eadk ef 
them be truly catholic churches^. 



• Ilooker's Eeoles. Politj, Book S, Seet 1 

t Namb. xri. 5. 

i Seeker's works, ToLiv, p. S8T SSS, SS9. 
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Erroneous impressioDS. 

•• Such are the enlarged and liberal views of Episcopalians 
in reference to the Catholic Church. I am perfectly aware 
that when men's minds are prejudiced, they can see evil in 
every thing. I will here relate a little incident in illustration 
of what I mean — 

"A clerical brother, a most' amiable, worthy, and heaven- 
ly-minded minister of the Episcopal Church, went on one 

occasion to M to preach. The people there in general, 

knew very little of the church, and had very strong preju- 
dices against it. On the occasion referred to, a large con- 
gregation came out to hear the Episcopal minister. Among 
the number was one of some influence in the community, 
who prided himself on his superior powers of discrimination, 
by which he supposed he could detect the slightest departure 
from the standard of evangelical correctness. After the ser- 
vice had ended, this man and a neighbor of his, walked home 
b company with each other. 

" * And what did you think of the Episcopal minist^? said 
his neighbor. 

" * I did not like him at all,' was the reply.* 

" * And why? He surely gave us a genuine gospel sermon.' 

" « Yes : but his prayers were all wrong.' 

* * In what respect V enquired the neighbor. 

•* * Why,' said he, * he prayed for the Universalist Churchy 
W Is intimating that he was on good terms with them, and 
he also declared in his creed which he repeated, that he believ- 
ed in the Catholic Church, that mother of abominations, 
seated on the seven hills of Rome.' 

" Thus you see, this man's ignorance and prejudices in 
conjunction, invested the Episcopal service with tremendous 
attributes of evil. In the Sprayer for all conditions of men^ 
it is said, ' we pray for thy Holy Church universal. This 
had been interpreted into a prayer for the Universalists. And 
the article in the creed, of which we have just been speakuig, 
< I believe in the Holy Catholic Churchy^ was regarded by 
his oracle of orthodoxy, as proof positive, that Episcc^ians 
p^^tly symbolized in church matters with the Papists. 

** I trust the remarks that have been offered, by way of 
elucidating the expression * Holy Catholic Churdi,' have not 
only shown the propriety of tli« expression, but have fixed 
your attention upon the interesting &ct, that in the belief ol 
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Tbe Gommmiion of Saints. 



BpiicopaliaDSy the Catholic Church comprises not amply one 
denommatioii of christians, but the whole body o[ believers 
throughout the world. All true beUeyers are united lo 
Christy their spiritual head : they are built on the same 
foundation— 4hey embrace substantially the same faith — they 
receive the same sacraments— they are called in one hope of 
thdr calliiig — they are in the most important and essential 
thinffSy oi one mind — they acknowledge Christ as their 
Lord. In fact, they have one Lord^ one F'aith^ one BapiUm, 
and therefore they are virtually one people, and constitute one 
church — the Catholic Church.* Yes, Episcopalians do 
believe in the Holy Catholic Chwrch^ the mystical body of 
Christ, which is the blessed company of all faithful pe(»le.'t 
And they also believe in Ike Communion of Saints. What 
a delightful subject is here brought to view! If all true 
believers constitute one body, and are united to Christ their 
spiritual head, they must all have one spiritual life flowing 
from him* ' And,^ as Leighton remarks, * this communion 
hddsnot only on earth, and in heaven apart, but even betwixt 
heaven and earth* The saints on earth make up the same 
body with those already in g'Ory.'j: This idea is beautifully 
expressed in one of our hymns. 

* Angels and liring saints and dead 

But one eonunnnion make: 
All Join in Christ their Tital he^l, 

Aind of his graee partake.' 

<* What an argument does this consideration present to leaa 
us to cultivate a kindly intercourse with our fellow christians ^ 
What expansion, and elevation of thought does this whole 
subject impart ? 

^ Let us follow out the ideas contained in these two clauses 
of the creed, ' The Holy CathoUe Chtireh'—* 7%e Commu^ 
nionrf SaintsJ* 

<« Eirary baptized follower of the Lamb, who with us, 
acknowledges Christ * Lord of all,' of whatever name, or 
nation he may be, is a christian brother, belonging to the 

• See Bp. Pearson on die Creed, arfvoL p. £a i tlO^ Abo AnIn 
bishop Leighton, vol. 8. p. 318. 
t Gommanion ST?ioe of the Episeopal ehnreh. 
i Lei|^iton*ft workf , vol, 9, p. SIS. 
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l^e Sainu in glory. 

Catholic Churchy and one whom we should bid God spe€d» 
What a great and glorious family does the universal church 
consist of I A part of its members are already in heaven, 
holding the harps of glory in their hands ! A part of them 
are still in the wilderness, journeying onward amid toils, and 
trials, and weariness, steadily looking unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher cf their faith ! This is the company which you 
propose to join. Another portion is to be gathered from those 
pagan lands, over which now broods more than midnight 
darkness. By and by, when Grod * ha^ gathered together 
in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth; even in him — 

< When the saints of all ages in harmony meet. 
Their Saviotir and brethren, transported to grcMet, 
While the anthems of rapture, unceasingly roll, 
And the smile of the Lord is the feast of tlie soul'— 

When on Zion's glorious hill, shall stand the whole num- 
ber of Grod's elect — ^when the last blood-bought sinner of our 
race, shall have turned to God, and have « come to the general 
assembly and church of the first-born, which are written in 
heaven^, then, ifwe are so happy as to be among that number, 
we shall begin fully to understand how much mean;nff li 
eonveyed in these terms, ' The Holy CaJtholic Vkmw^^ 
* The Communion of Saints /" 

Beie the manuscript abruptly tenniiMitM> 
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CHAPTER XIIK 



CHBISTIAlf UNION. 



_ lowlinff wi 

The ehareh ii waiMfering itUly 

Beeaase we would not onward preM 

When elose to Zion'i hilL 

Back to the worid we faithlen tiim*d. 

And far along the wild. 

With labor lost and sorrow earned. 

Oar steps have been begnil'd. 

Yet full before us all the while, 

The shadowing pillar stajs. 

The lifing waters brightlj smile 

Th* eternal turrets bwte.— Kuu. 

l^M reader will distinctly perceive that it has not been 
the intention of the Author in these pages, to represent the 
Episcopal Church as absolutely free from every imperfect'on 
and defect* It ha$ been his intentum however, to show, that 
this church possesses at least so many of the essential elements 
of the primitive church set up by the Apostles acting under 
the express authority of Christ, as clearly to indentify it with 
that church — and therefore to warrant us to conclude and 
affirm that this is truly the church of Christ. How fiir he 
has succeeded in making out this point, the reader must 
judge. His object has not been to un-church other denom- 
inations but simply to show, that the Episcopal Church, ia 
built on the holy lull of Zion. If others can from the testi* 
mony of scripture and the light of eccleriastical history, es- 
tablish the same thing in reference to the ecclesiastical or- 
ganizations with which they are connected, he has no con- 
troversy with them. On this subject he would say, " let 
every man be fully persuaded in his own mind." 

Iw author is of the opinion that it is the duty of christians 
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. Unity and Love. 

to look to themselves — and not to their neighbors — in relation 
to this matter ; tc be principally concerned with the question, 
whether tAejf themselves^ not whether others^ are going right. 
It has be^ the Author's earnest desire, and th^ which he 
has sincerely sought in all this tDoUe^ to follow the guiding 
pillar of eternal truth. That pillar of heavenly fire, he de- 
sires firom his inmost soul to fi^low, guide him where it may. 
The only exhortation that he would address to the reader, 
who has accompanied him so far on this walk, is Come ye 
and let us walk in the light of the Lord. Every other 
light, will prove but the sparks of our own kindling — a mere 
ignis fatuus that will lead us astray — a momentary blaze 
that viuL go out when we most need its illumination. Let 
us then walk in the light of the Lord, Let us follow the 
honest convictions of our understanding. Let us not be 
afraid to see the truth — ^nor be unwilling to embrace it. 
Upon this one point, let us be fiiUy satisfied, that we have 
verily entered die gates of Zion, and are numbered with her 
blessed inhabitants. Having examined the matter and looked 
at it with honest and sincere intentions to know the truth — 
and being fiiUy persuaded that we have verily entered the 
city ofiSd great King, we can look up to him and say 

<* Thj guardian fire — thj guiding cloud. 
Still let them gild our wall, 
Nor be our foeg and thine allowM 
To see us Uiat and falL 

But alas ! with whatever church we are connected, I fear 
we shall see much to humble us — much to lead us to confess 
in deep grief and bitterness of spirit, 

** Too oft within this eamp of thine 
Rebellious murmurs rise; 
Sin cannot bear to see tiiee diine 
So avf ul to her eyes. " 

We wish to detain the reader a few moments longer to 
take one more look at Zion before we separate. 

It has always appeared to us, that among the most un- 
erring marks, that ought to characterize mat body which 
Chr 3t left to represent him on earth and to extend his king* 
dom over our sin-desolated world — are unity and love. The 

Y 
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The eantet of Disunion. 



Tery oflioe whidi Christianity proposes to perform for the 
proud unregenerate sinnery is to Innng him to submission to 
the divine goremment — to transform his nature, to infose 
into his heart the mild gentle spirit of Christ, and to fill his 
soul with love to Grod and his l^low men. The object which 
Christianity places before every converted, transformed sinner, 
is fo renounce himself and live and labor for the glory of 
God. 

We should naturally suppose that a company of men, thus 
renewed in their minds, and acting upon such holy principles 
would be a band of brothers — among whom there would be 
but one heart, and one mind. It was so in the early ages ot 
Christianity. The pagan persecutor, who trod the disciples 
of Jesus down into the dust, was oflen forced to exclaim in 
wonder and admiration — ^ tee haw these chrisHaiu Uwe one 
another.^ 

It was the design of Christ that this spirit of unity and love 
should ever characterize his followers. Hence in his last in- 
tercessory prayer, the earnest petition was oflfered up *' thai 
they all may be one.^^ 

But alas how oflen have those various religious bodies 
claiming to be the church of Christ— how oflen have they ex- 
hibited to an unbelieving world, scenes of division and strife 
-—and of angry contention, which have scared and driven for 
away the angel of peace. 

In our view there have been two causes that have con^ 
tributed to this sad result. 

1. The one has been the admission of men into the fold 
and to a participation in the counsels of the church who were 
not under the influence of true godlinesss. The influence of 
worldly men who have identified themselves with a party, 
and breathed into the church the spirit of the world, has done 
a great deal to promote strifo among brethren. Such men 
have been able to marshall talent, and wealth and woridly 
influence on their side— to carry their measures by the wis- 
dom that IB firom beneath, and overrule the counsels of meek* 
ness and love. 

2. There is another cause however which we tlunk has 
oflen interrupted the peace and harmony of rdigiousTbo^fiM— 
a defect in their organization. 

We shall not attempt to lay our hand on those 
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Importanoe of Christian Union. 

out sbnply call the attention of the reader to a few ieatures 
m the organizatkm of the Episcopal Church which appear to 
08 eminently calculated to promote christian unity. 

Christian churches of undoubted apostolic origin may be 
temporarily agitated and disturbed with internal commotion. 
This was the foct in relation to some of the churches which 
the apostles planted— even during their lives. Those disturb- 
ances however were transient. They did not lead to disuni&. 
and dismemberment. 

A season of temporary union and harmony, or of division 
and strife in any church therefore, does not furnish data from 
which to predicate any thing with certainty in reference to 
the apostolic character of that body* 

We do not say however, that a continued state of harmony 
with only sli^t and occasional interruptions, would not be a 
strong presumptive evidence in fevor of the apostolic spirit 
and character oi any church : — and that on the other hand, 
constant ^rife and division — leading to disrupticm and dismem- 
bermmt-— does not indicate the absence of the elemenU of 
that religious compact which Christ fonned, and which hie 
designed should continue to the «id of the world. 

All that we mean to say, is that a temporary season of 
harmony or of disocnrd in any ecclesiastical body does not 
furnish a safe criterion by which to judge of its apostolic char- 
acter. 

It is not therefore upon any pres^it indications of harmony 
through all her borders, that we found an argument in favor 
ofthe apostolic character of the Episcopal Church. We believe 
that in her very organization, she possesses some of the essen- 
tial elements of peace and vmty. Much has been said and 
written of late in reference to christian union. A volume 
has recently appeared up(m this subject 

The Author remarks, 

^ That aside from the cardinal doctrines, of man's cbprav- 
ity and gmlt in the sight of a holy God — the way of his par- 
don and restoration to the divine fevor through the blood and 
mediation of his son— 4he necessity of regeneration through the 
infhience of the Holy S^nrit, there is not perhaps any troth 
ofthe fiible more important to the proepenty of the church, 
Oian the doctrine of its vmbf.^ And a writer leviewing 

• Vm QjviL oa Gkriflin Unioo. 
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this vdume, in detailing the evils of sdi^^^ous sectarom an! 
the spirit of party in the christian church remarks^ 

** It eats out the heart of personal and family religioii— it 
divides fiunilies and convulses communities — it saps and un« 
dermines the due influence of the ministry — it encourages lbs 
spirit of insubordination and nusrule— it alienates and i^n- 
bitters against each other the hearts of christians— 4t strength- 
ens the nands of the ungodly, and loosens the k»ns of the 
chuich— it encouiaffes the contempt of the blasphemer and 
hardens the heart of the infidel — ^it wastes and misdirects the 
energies of the church — fills Christendcnn with mourning, 
and covers it with dishonor — ^whilst it abandons the unenligl^ 
ened heathen to their own forgotten and unpitied miseries. 
Sectarism is one of the master devices of satan. It goes 
farther than any other influence, perhaps, in keying real 
christians from that fiiUness of growth and vigor to which 
without it they might attain ; stands directly in the way of 
the conversion of the multitude in christian lands ; presents 
Christianity to the heathen in a mutilated and degraded form 
and firitters away or paralizes the energies of christians for 
evangelizing the world.''* 

There can be no doubt but that the divisions that prevail 
amonff christians, are a great hindrance to the spread of the 
ffospef and the extension of the Redeemer's kingdom, both at 
home and abroad* And it is encouraging to know that chris- 
tians of different denominations begin to see and deplwe the 
evils that flow from these divisions — that the enquiry begins 
to be agitated — " How shall the dismembered parts of the 
chiistian family be a^ain united into one body?" 

At such a time it is natural to look around and see what 
branch of this &mily has the broadest substratum of chris- 
tian principle — the largest aggr^ate of the elem^ts of union 
— the widest area of common ground, on which these scat- 
tered forces may rally and form themselves into one great 
hdy compact, with dhrist for their head— and the glory of 
Ood and the establishment of his kingdom on earth, ,the great 
object for which henceforth they shsSi live and labor. 

Now we feel confident, that the reader who has aooompi^ 



•Reriew of Van DyekonC 
tad TlieolflgiMl Rerieir, p. S09. 
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The first element for general union. 

nied us in this walk, will not he he startled when we saj 
that we believe, that it will he found that the Episcopal church 
rests upon this substratum, and occupies this area. 

To illustrate the grounds of this belief, we will briefly ad- 
vert to a few facta : 

1* It has been made obvious throughout this volume, and 
especially in the last chapter, that the Episcopal church is 
truly catholic ; that she does not t/n-church those who do 
not enter the ^Id, at the door at which she is stationed ; so 
far from this, that she considers all those as belonging to the 
church of Christ, who have been baptized in the name of the 
Holy Trinity, and have professed &ith in Christ — and who ac- 
knowledge Him as their Lord. Perhaps some may require 
more evidence on this point. 

I am not ignorant that we are sometimes accused of an ex- 
clusiveness, that would lead us to deny to other denomina- 
tions, the honor and consolation of being an integral part of 
the Christian church. 

In answer to a charge of this kind, the editor of the Church- 
man, a religious periodical, advocating the sturdiest church 
views, remarks — 

If this be regarded as " an exposition of the views main- 
tained by the l^testant Episcopal Church, we discard it in 
every line and letter. The Episcopal church makes no com- 
parison of her own ordination with that of other churches, 
and of course, neither asserts its superiority, or its exclusive 
excellence. It is not true that she restricts her ministers from 
communing with others at the Lord's Supper. It is not true 
that she un-churches other denominations, or denies them the 
honor and consolation of being an integral part of the chris- 
tian church. We trust, therefore, that no such ungrounded 
prejudices as to the exclusiveness of the Episcopal church, 
will prevent any from examining those claims to superiority, 
which her clergy, as the clergy of every church are in con- 
sistency and good faith bound to do, unanimously advance in 
her behalf: a superiority — ^viz. in purity of doctrine— a superi- 
or>.y in scriptural warrant for her government^ — a superiority 
in approximatmgy in all her usages, the model of the Primitive 
church; a superiority in organization which enables her to 
throw off extraneous influence, avoid distractions from with« 
out., and evolve her energies simply from the word of Grod 
Y2 
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withm ; and a superiority in fine, in the delicate task of o6m 
bioinff the antagonist forces of tbs vigor which oonqo^s tha 
world and the stahility which retains the conquests. Such 
ehums of superiority the clei^ of the Episcopal church do 
make in her behalf, and thecleigy of all other denominations 
ou^, if they are honest men, to make these or equivateni 
chums in behalf of the church to which they respectively be. 



Bishop Bumec, in commenting upon the 23d Article of the 
Anglican church, and in adverting to non-E(Hsoopal churches, 
established in various parts, remarks — 

** We are very sure that not only those who penned the 
Articles, but the body of this (the Episcopal) church for 
above hidf an age after, (the organization of those churches,) 
did, notwithstanding those irregularities, (the want of Epis- 
copacy) acknowledge the foreign churches so constituted, to 
be true churches, as to all the essentials of the church, though 
they had been at first irr^ularly formed, and continued stUl 
to be in an imperfect state. And therefore, the general words 
in which this part of the Article is framed seem to have be^ 
degigned an purpose not to exclude tkemJ*^ 

Burnet, as is well known, is a standard expositor of our 
Articles, and this very work is recommended to our students 
of Theology by the House of Bishops. In perfect keeping 
with this, are the remarks of Bingham, who is another stan- 
dard writer of the church — and who in reply to a chai^ of 
exclusiveness, says : — 

" In all their disputes with the Papists, these churchmen, 
(who were accused of being excessively bigoted,) never re- 
quire more than these two Notes of the church. They say 
with Bishop Andrews — " that though Episcopal government 
be of divine institution, yet it is not so absolutely necessary, 
as that there can be no church, nor sacrament, nor salvation 
without it. He is blind that sees not many churches flour- 
ishing without it."t 

The senior Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in 
the United States, the venerable Bishop White, in a charge 
delivered to his diocesan Convention, in 1831, remarks— 

<< In connexion with a determmation to sustain the EpiiPO^ 

* Churehman for Aueast, ISSS. 

t Blngfaaml Folio WoriLi, vol. 8. p. 797. 
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pacy, it is not impossible, that in the different grounds <m 
which it may be rested b/ di^rent advocates of it, there 
may ensue a cause of disunion. We shall be safe in this 
matter, in proportion as we continue on the ground taken for 
us, by the reformers of the Church of England. They une- 
quivocally affirmed the apostolic origin of the Episcopacy, as 
a fact ; and then, as a suitable consequence, they ordained, 
that there should be no other ministry within their bounds. 
The same is the limit within our church. If any should 
carry the subject beyond this, it is private opinion ; and can- 
not be acted on, in proceedings regulated by the nibrics and 
the canons, without hazarding the issue intimated : and the 
same might be the efi^t of the extending of these provisions, 
with the view of accomplishing such a project." 

And again, in 1834, adverting to this subject, he expresses 
the following sentiments : — 

" With deep solicitude for the sustaining of the integrity 
of our system in this matter, there is not perceived the ne- 
cessity of carrjring it to the extreme of denouncing all com- 
munions destitute of the Episcopacy, as departing from the 
essentials of the christian faith, and as alien from the cove- 
nants of promise. Let it be borne in mind, that the object 
is to inculcate the duty of continuing the subject in the insti- 
tutions of our church, on the ground on which it has been 
transmitted to us by the Church of England. While in her 
Articles and in her Ordinal, there has been regarded the pre- 
cise medium here advocated, contemporary with the enact- 
ments of them, there are uncontradictory facts, which are 
their safe expositors, and undeniable evidence of the sense 
of the reformers. If there should be any among us who 
make larger conclusions from the same premises, it is matter 
of private opinion, and not to be obtruded as the determina- 
tion of the church. The deliverer of the present chai^, in 
the exercise of the like freedom of opinion, is rather dispensed 
to adopt the sentiment of an able and learned Archbishop of 
Canterbury, (Dr. Wake,) where he says, in a letter to an emi- 
nent foreign divine, < far from me be such an obdurate heart, as 
that because of this defect,* [meaning the want of the Epis- 
copacy,] ' I should say to some' [meaning of churches cor- 
rect in tne feith] * that they are to be cut off from our com- 
munion; or I should pronounce with over ardent wnten 
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aniQDg U89 that they have no valid sacraments, and art 
scarcely Christian.* Many English prelates might be cited 
to the same efiect. But let it sufiice to name a man, than 
whom no other has been more respected in the mother church, 
and who lived in the age next to that of the reformation, the 
Rev. Richard Hooker. The said profound divine, in refer- 
ence to churches not Episcopal, holds the language—^ This 
their imperfection 1 had rather lament; considering that men 
oflentimes, without any fault of their own, may be drawn to 
want that kind of regimen which is best, and to content them- 
selves with that which either the irremedial error of former 
times or the necessity of the present, hath cast upon them.** 

That in the view of the Episcopal church, all are regarded 
as members of the Catholic church, who are by profession 
christians, and hold the essentials of christian faith, may be 
made farther evident by another quotation from Hooker. 

" All those," says he, " belong to the visible church, who 
are signed by this mark, one Lord — one faith — one bapHmu 
In whomsoever these things are, the church doth acknowl- 
edge them for her children : them only she holds for aliens 
and strangers in whom those things are not feund. y hy 
external profession they be christians — then they are of the 
tisible church: 

^^ And christians by external profession, they are all, whose 
mark of recc^nizance hath in it those things which we have 
mentioned.* 

Archbishop Seeker, also declares, as we have occn 

" Christ's church is the whole number of those who be- 
lieve. The catholic church, is the universal church spread 
throughout the world— and the catholic faith is the universal 
faith — ^that form of doctrine which the Apostles delivered. 
Every church or society of cliristians that preserves this ca- 
tholic or universal faith, accompanied with true charity, is a 
part of the catholic or universal church. And in this sense^ 
churches that differ mdely in several notions and cus- 
tomsj may J notwithstanding^ each of them be truly cathoUc 
churches.^ 

No church that did not entertain these cathdic views could 
have any prospect of seeing the dispersed membefs of 

* Hooker's Ecdet. Politr. Book S. aeet 1. 
f86aker>kWorki. toL W. p. 387, aSO. 
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Christ's flock gathered within its pale. This is one feature 
in the Episcopal Church which we think opens a wicie door 
for christian union. It is a noble trait in her organization, and 
one which cannot fail to exert a wholesome influence in pro* 
moting peace and harmony within her own borders. 

2. Another feature in our organization promotive of peace 
and harmony, is the principle that there shall be agreement 
in essentials — and freedom in unessentials. 

We fully believe there is no greater obstacle in the way of 
christian union, than the drawing out the " standard of faith 
into all the more minute ramifications of metaphysical and 
polemic theology." 

There are unquestionably many points of doctrine, not at 
ill essential to salvation, in reference to which christian men, 
governed by the purest and holiest principles, will difier. The 
great secret of keeping the bonds of union unbroken therefore, 
unquestionably, is, adherence to the principle — agreement in 
essentials and freedom in unessentials. This principle seems 
to have been rigidly adhered to by the original framers of the 
89 Articles. In proof of which, I will venture to aflirm, that 
there is no human standard of faith extant, to which so many 
evangelical christians would be found so ready to subscribe, 
as to that contained in the 39 Articles. 

3. As a consequent necessarily resultingfrom the foregoing 
principle, there is recognised among us the right cf discus* 
sing freely those various doctrinal points, upon which there 
18 disagreement. 

So far from this being productive of discord, it is the only 
expedient by which men can be held together in the bonds of 
union. To suppose that thousands of minds, having a great 
diversity of association — and having been subjected to different 
habits of discipline and training, would embrace on all minor 
or metaphysical points the same stereotype opinions, is absurd 
—and to suppose that men whose great study is truth, should 
not be allowed the privilege of expressing freely their views 
in relation to truth, is equally absurd. 

The great matter is to have this right understood and re* 

eognized — then there will be no alienation of aflfection or 

bitter denunciation among brethren though they widely difl 

for on some points. That this right is fully recognized'by our 

' ftandard of faith might be made evident by a reference to 
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tbe 17th Article, which was constructed with an evident de 
sign to meet the views (^ two classes of men who thought 
dil^ntly in reference to the doctrine of the divine decrees. 
As Bp. Burnet remarks— '* the church has not been peremp- 
tory—but a latitude has been left to diflferent opinions."* 

I am well aware, that though this principle is inwrought into 
the very texture of our ecclesiastical organization, there has 
been at times an unwillingness among us to recognize it. And 
this has led to neariy all the controversies that have agitated 
our Zion, since the first establishment of the Episcopal Church 
in America. One of the great grounds of controversy between 
hiffh and low churchmtm is swept away the moment this 
pnnciple is admitted. And we have reason to believe that 
there is such an increase of light and love in our borders, 
that this conceded right will be no more questioned. 

The determination which all seem to have come to, is to 
speak out their own sentiments plainly and allow others to do 
the same— -and not to cease to love their brethren, or to call in 
question their [Hety or their attachment to the church, though 
in some points of doctrine, or in reference to some questions 
of expedkncy they dififer from them. Under the operation of 
this principle, forbearance will be exercised — ^brotherly love 
will prevail — and the angel of peace will stretch her Heavenly 
wings over Zion. It is our happiness to witness just such a state 
of things at this moment, through the whole length and breadth 
of our church — ^** Peace is within her walls and prosperity 
within her palaces." May the olive (tranch be long seen on 
her walls to af^rize all who pass by, that we are the children 
of the Prince of Peace. 

In expressing the preceding sentiments to a brother of an. 
other denomination in relation to the importance of the allow- 
ed right of free discussion upon points in which brethren 
may disagree in order to secure union and liarmony in the 
church — «nd requesting his views on the same point, he very 
obligingly feyoured me with the followmg communication: 

My Dear Brother, 

I desire to express to you my hearty assent to the views 
which you have presented in r^ard to the risht of discussing 
the doctrines of religion in the church. In my view no 

cm 39 Art p. 99fk 
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right is more sacred, or to be guarded and secured with 
greater rigilance, and eren self-sacrifioe, and no subject 
is more important to be well understood in our times, than 
this. The right of discussing any subject, and all subjects, 
is a right which I think is conferred on us by the God that 
made us; is indissolubly connected with moral agency and 
accountability, and is a right which no human power can 
wrest from us. It is our Wrth-right as the creatures of Grod 
endowed with reason, and responsible to him; and it is a 
right growing out of the very genius of our religion, distin- 
guishmg it from all others ; and growing out of our civil in- 
stitutions distinguishing them from all the dominations of ty- 
ranny. — ^It is needless to attempt to prove this. Every man 
feels that as a creature responsible to Grod, he has a right to 
investigate for hknself every doctrine which is proposed to 
him as a matter orbelief. He owes it to himsdf, and to God, 
and is bound to do it by all the fearfulness of the account 
which he must soon render ; and by all the importance of 
the bearing which it may have on his own welfere. It is se- 
cured in t&s country by the very genius of our republican in- 
stitutions. Every thing here supposes, that whatever may 
BfkcA the public welfare, may be, and should be subjected to 
the test of calm and thorough investigation. And the insti** 
tions of our country are safe no longer than this principle is 
preserved. It is the very genius of the Protestant religion, 
and the mom^it this is abandoned there is a vast retrocession 
toward the dark regions of the Pfepacy. 

There have been really but two systems of measures pro- 
posed on earth for the guidance and governance of man; and 
all governments, civil and ecclesiastical, can be characterized 
as they partake of the elements of one or the other of these sys- 
tems. The one is that which proposes to govern man by mere 
authority ; the other proposes a government that is based on 
conscience and reason. The one appeab to divine right ;* 
or the venerableness of antiquity ; or a claim derived from a 
long line of ancestors — ^illustrated in the books of heraldry, 

* Bj « dhme rigfU'^ as ased in this artiele, the writer does not mem 
diat anihori^ and warrant, that can he claimed for any ordinance or in- 
adtntloD of the gospel which truly emanates from God, and which can be 
ihown to be derived from him from his word ; bat that imaginary right, 
i o pposed to be derired from the •Supreme Being, for which no rei 
be nown, nor wamiitprodiMed, wve its existenee and anti^ni^. 
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but inglorious in all that gives dignity to human nature ; the 
other Spends on an appeal to the understanding, on an en- 
lightened public sentiment, on laws, opinions, and usages that 
commend themselves to mankind as best and true. The one 
looks upon all discussion of its claims as unauthorized and 
dangerous ; the other courts investigation, believes that dis- 
cussion will only extend the triumphs of truth, and advance 
the just ends of government and of human happiness. Tliese 
Iwo systems divide the world. The defenders of the divine 
right of kings are on the one side, the friends of liberty are 
on the other. Those who believe that the power of despots 
is derived to them from an ancestry whose blood is in some 
mysterious manner of purer and more elevated material than 
those of the common mass of men, are on one side ; those who 
believe that all men are Igr creation equal, and endowed witfi 
equal rights, and that all just authority must emanate from 
them, are on the other. In civil matters, this contest is going 
on between despotism on the one hand and liberty on the 
other. The great struggle of these times is on this .point ; 
and in Europe the alarm at the progress of freedom, and the 
tottering of the throne, and the mighty agitations of the peo- 
ple, show how vital is this struggle in regard to the welfare 
of men. 

The same struggle has been carried on in the church of 
God. On the one nand, there has been a claim set up from 
unbroken tradition, and the effort has been to secure this claim 
from the intrusion of those who would examine it, and make 
k so sacred to the eyes of men as to deter them from its in- 
vestigation. This is the claim of the Papacy. On the other 
hand, it has been contended that all those pertaining to the 
church may be subject to open and candid investigation, that 
truth will bear inquiry, as gold will bear the burning heat of a 
crucible; that every man has a right freely and fully to can- 
vass every opinion, and that if a doctrine cannot be defended 
by the word of God, and by sound reason, it is not to be de- 
fended by authority, but it is to be abandoned. This is Pro 
testantism— "and yet the spirit wMch has governed the advo- 
cates of the papacy, and the dogmas which have defended 
the thrones of despots, have found their way even into the 
protestant churches ; and it seems almost as if afler the toib oT 
centuries on this subject, the whole matter about the right of 
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free discussioa is to be re-exanuned in our times* There are 
men who have power in church and state; and conscious 
that they cannot maintain it by ai^ument imd thought, they 
rest the claim on authority, on divine right, on tradmon, on 
the &ct that their opinions have been held << time whereof the 
memory ofman runneth not to the contrary." Hence even Pro 
testant churches are divided into two great parties ; one claim 
ing the right of authority — the other claiming that every 
thxng may be freely and fliUy investigated. In the Presbyterian 
church, the Episcopal,* the Baptist, the Methodist, there are 
these two parties, and though the enquiries are brought to 
bear on different points of doctrine or order, yet the spirit is 
the same. It is a struggle between those who would settle 
every thing by atdhority^ and those who claim the right free- 
ly and fiilly to examine di subjects that may be brought be- 
rore the mind. Investigation will always be resisted by the 
lovers of absolute power; and freedom of opinion will be de- 
nounced by those who are conscious that tl^ir claims rest on 
authority, and tradition rather than truth. There is ultraism 
in all modes of administration but that of Grod ; and strange as 
it may seem, and absolute as are his commands, they are all 
based on reason, and all suppose the right, and the obligatioQ 
of investi^tion in his subjects. 

There is much reason to apprehend that there will be a ne- 
cessity that this entire subject should undei^o a thorough in- 
quiry in this land. Ckiims of a high order are set up by 
those who are opposed to free enquiry ; and alike in church 
and state, there is a strong par^ disposed to resist those 
claims. 

I am deeply persuaded that there can be no true and 
permanent peace and prosperity in the church or state unless 
these claims are admitted. The human mind is free ; and 
must be independent and unshackled. Its powers may be 
imprisoned, its energies shackled for a time, but they will, as 
they did in the Reformation, ultimately burst their bonds. 
That peace which is obtained as the peaceof freedom, is false 
and delusive. It is the quietness of the slumbering volcano ; 
or rather of a power more terrible when roused than the vol- 
cano; of mind, active, mighty, independent; of mind that will 

* We hope the time it at hand when this eac no loii|^ be affirmed of 
•«r Zion. 
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bvffBC 1^ shackles but those <^ reasoo, and coBscknoey saad 
tlM autiiority of God* There c»i be no pennanent unioa 
where this right of enquiry is not oHiGeded ; thc»e can be nn 
perraaaMit danger but to error and tyranny where it is. 

In a special manner, I think, we are to r^ard the 4^ri^ 
tian religion as favcnirable to freedom of enquiry. Every 
where its true spirit has festered candid investigation ; every 
where it has been retarded where thb has been opposed or 
unknown* And it seems to me that thk smgie princqile would 
do more than all other things at present to prodnce hannony 
in the diurohes* Unity of heart, imd purpose is needed as 
the grand thing; and this may eidst wh^re there may be^i 
very oonsideraUe difierence in religioiis opinion. On die 
mat doctrines of the christian fiuth, duristians aieagxeed. 
The essentials of religion are held b^ them all. If those doc- 
trines are held there is still a lai^ temtory over which the mmd 
may range, and which may be regarded mi legi^mate fidds <rf 
MiqiHry, and where there may be allowed an honest difier^Mre 
of opinions. Union of feeling may exist ; moBon in plaoe ; nnioa 
in the purpose of converting the worM to God. Andeveryst^ 
which is taken towards this state k a material point gained in 
my judgment towards that great cmisummation which is de- 
creed — the union of all christian hearts and hands in turning 
a revolted world to God. As contributing to this, I pray that 
a divine blessing may rest on your lalours ; and that your 
views may have a speedy and entire circukdon thraogh the 
christian church. 

Your afibctionate brother in the Lord» 

One object we had in asking the writer of the preceding 
articfo for his views, upon the particular point which he has 
discussed, was, that the reader might see in what light this 
point presented itself to one of another denomination, having 
no connection with the Episcopal Church. We believe it will 
be found upon examination, that the Episcopal Church has 
taken the proper ground in relation to the right of discussion; 
and that it will be found that hannony is to be preserved not 
by suppressing the hmiest sentiments of our hearts, but by sta* 
ting them frankly, and allowing to others the same privSege. 

In die preceding observations that have been ofiered in re* 
lation to christian union, we would not be understood as ei- 
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pressing the opinion, that if there ever is again established 
one outward firm of chrManity on this e^rth, it ivill be 
the predse form in whieh the Episcopal Church at diis mo- 
ment stands beR)re the world. Just so fiur as she possessses 
the essential features of the church of Christ she must remain 
immutable, and no fiirther. 

And I would here submit to the consideration of the reader, 
whether there be not much wisdom, in the remark of a very 
good and holy roan.* 

" If difiering denominations of christians are ever brought 
to strive together fir the fiUhof the gospel^ it wOl be by 
their first uniting %n the government^ whatever they may de- 
cide it to be, which God hits set in his church.^ 

It is not impossible that after all, this will be the point 
upon which the whole matter will tum-^^at when christians 
are agreed upon this, all other repellencies will give way, and 
the whole mass will mingle into one consolidated body. It 
is not impossible but this, at last, w31 prove the great prmci- 
ple of attractive affinity, which will draw together and hold 
in sweet and delightful union, all the integral parts of the now 
divided church of the Redeemer- 

I have no doubt however, if christians are ever thus brought 
together, all denominations will have to give up something. 

A writer who undertakes to account for the existence of 
difieiv^nt denominations on the ground of utility, remarks : 

" There is room for correction and revision in every de- 
nomination, and a fund of practical wisdom among the dif^ 
ferent sects for each sect to avail itself of, in the improvement 
of its own system. Hitherto prejudice and self-sufficiency 
have prevented the inter-communion of experience and prac- 
tical improvements ; and it has been a sufficient reason for 
not adopting a salutary practice, that it was the peculiarity 
of some other denomination. But when this foolish and 
criminal selfishness shall sink and disappear, as the tide of 
holy love rises in the hearts of christians, each denomination 
will be as ready to avail itself of the discovery of others, as 
philosophers now are to avail themselves of each other's dis- 
eoveries in plnlosophy and mechanism. And when this shall 
eome, and I trust it is near at hand — ^then the end which God 
*Bp. Griiwold. 
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taw ftom the b^ginoingy may begin to disclose itselC Tliea 
IPS inajr peroenre that all his people, in all their difibrent 
wandenngs, have been employed by Heaven to explore di£> 
ferent fields, and to bring in, each their tieasures of eqieri- 
mental knowledge, to assist in building in the most p^fect 
practical manner, the miiversal lemple in which all nations 
shall worship God ; and happy is that denomination which, 
in the light of that trying day, does not in some respect su^ 
loss ; and thrice happy mat community of christians, which 
shall brinjz in, as Uie result of its researches the greatest 
amount of gold and silver and precious stones, and the least 
amount of wood and hay and stubble.'** 

We have introduced these remarks not for the purpose ai 
adopting the theory of this writer in relation to the d^ign of 
Heaven, in permitting the various denominations of chriroans 
to exist, but to fix the attention of the reader upcm this one 
&ct, that if there ever be again on this earth one aiUward 
form of chrUHamiy it will in all probability be some what 
different from any tlmt now exists. With all our churches there 
will doubtless be found some hay, wood and stubble— but if we 
mistake not, there will be found a large amount of cold and 
silver and precious stones, in the organization to miich we 
have been directing the attention of the reader in this volume, 
so large an amount indeed, that in point of essentials, it will 
continue the same organization. 

We must now take leave of the reader. If in this walk 
about Zion, he has .seen any thing to cause lum to lift up his 
heart in gratitude to the Great Builder of Zion's towers and 

Ealaces and bulwarks — if he has seen any thing to prompt 
im to look with kindlier feelings upon the members of the 
Episcopal Communion, let him tsll it to thb obksra- 

TIONS FO&LOWINO. 
• Spirit ot lh« Pilgrimi, ToL 1. ^ Sfa 
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